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8 E OUE 
WISE MAN 
DESsCRIID 


HEN y you was ſo kind, as.to mention to 
me the Uneaſineſs that aroſe in your 
Breaſt, upon the Reading a Diſcourſe, 
concerning he Marks of true Devotion, and that 
your Uneafineſs increas'd in Proportion to the Care 
you took to remedy 1 it; I ſaid ſomething then I re- 
member, which 1 believe, you will not take amiſs to 
be reminded of, at my Enterance upon this preſent 
Undertaking. 

My Anſwer then was, Theotimus, that the great- 
eſt Happineſs of Man in this mortal Life, confiſt- 
ed in living up to the Rules of Wiſdom, and walking, 
before Gop in the Paths of Righteouſneſs, and Holi- 
neſs: that however it was true, that ſeveral Reli- 
gious Perſons were Strangers to this true Happineſs; 
becauſe their Imaginations rais'd certain quieting 


Chimeraes within, that were not leſs trouble! ome to 
them 
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them than the real Evils attending our corrupted 
Nature, doom'd to Sufferings, and Death. But for 
your Comfort at the be Time I added, that this 
Misfortune was common tothe greateſt Part of other 
People, who are reckon'd moſt happy in the Eye of 


the World. 
I <a | I * \Men 450 havbkicafh, Reli- 


g10n, Eſtates, 1 and Credit, who were poſ- 
ſeſs d of all the Gifts off eaven, and Fortune; inſo- 


hat * 2 exc hat which 
—_— 2 F deckend, It 


appy, 
ſeems as if their ch happy r +. Fea a fruitful Soil, 
which ſends forth noxious Vapours, as well as the 
barren, and leſs indulgent Earth. 1 the moſt Sun- 
Meather, wm in the Height of. their Joy age 
0 eritics,. there eiſuddenl ly's ather, in their Bri 
cl Storms and Tempeſts bf "melancholy, 4 i 
Humour, which they 1 75 A a — — nr 
to them, . OVexty of ICKneEis: nothing pleaſes 
tem e ae out of Humour with themſelves, 
and more diſcontented with their o o- Ferſons than 
the reſt of Mankind; without being. able to 
tel what a them, or to ive Phyſicians : any 
ME was 920 * 71 pers. 15 he Whol 
qu as me, what tho t upon. the ole 
of the Matter? III fel you. 2 ay Lad J, it is my 
Opinion, a Man may be e with Happineſs 
and- | Protpeiey, and tired in a State of Affluence as 
well as in any other Condition of human Life: that 
it. is the Lat. of Man to turn his own Tormenter, 
when other Enemies are wanting; and that when he 
does ſo, he is the cruelleſt Executioner. 


I 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 207 


I alſo remember, I bid you take Notice, that if 
at any Time, the Eafineſs of our Circumſtances, or 
the Tranquility of our Minds gave us Leave to re- 
tire into ourſelves, and examine our own Hearts, we 
ſhould find there terrible Diſturbances and Diſor- 
ders, altogether unknown to thoſe who are Strangers 
to S Reflection: and that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary for our Quiet and Repoſe, hat God ſbould be 
in, aud with us; or that we ſhould often change our 
Situation, and go abroad in Queſt of new Diverſions, 
that might perpetually keep that domettick Enemy | 
Self at a proper Diftance. 

The Explanation of this Sentence, Phat God ſbould 
he in us, and with us, if we expeded to be happy, 
was the Subject of the reſt of our Converſation. The 
Thoughts which I then communicated to you, have 
made me enter upon the Deſign of finiſning, what I 
had begun in my Book of the Counſels of Wiſdom 
and to preſent you with a Second Volume. 

It is not common, Theotimus, to find among the 
proſperous of this World, or even among religious 
Perſons, ſuch as have their Minds perfectly at Eaſe, 
and who are entirely free from Balkarhances within. 

I do not pretend wholly to remove this Evil ; but 
2 to propoſe ſuch ſalutary Advice to Mankind, 

inſtruct them in the true Methods of Setf- 
Conſe ſo ation and Comfort, if they are not wanting 
to themſelves. And this I ſhall endeavour to do 
from ſuch Maxims as are drawn from the Wiſdom 
of Solomon, which I have Judged proper to.recom- 
mend to the Conſideration of all ſuch, who would 
poſſeſs their Souls in Peace, amidſt the various En- 
joyments of this preſent Life. You'l 
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Lou'l perceive throughout this whole Work, Theo. 
timus, that my Intention is the ſame with thoſe hol 
Angels, who ſung Glory be to God on High, on Earth, 
good Will towards Men! For, that nothing may 
diſturb he internal Peace of their Conſciences, is my 
daily Prayer Num 2020 
But I believe, this Undertaking will be rendered 
ſtill more acceptable to you, if I add the finiſhing 
Strokes ſtill wanting to compleat So/omon's Character, 
before you caſt your Eyes upon the Remainder of 
what I have to ſay. And that will conſiſt in a fur- 
ther Deſcription of his Reign and Kingdom; with 
other Occurrences which happened during the Time 
of his being the true Solomon, and whilſt his own 
Practice was influenced, by the Rules he preſcribed 
to Others. TIT: 63-197717 1 
His Union with Gop, and his Succeſs in all his Af. 
fairs, I mean, his Holineſs, and Happineſs, ſurpaſs 
all Manner of Thought, and Deſcription. The Holy 
Scripture has compriſed all that Hiſtorians have ſaid 
of it, in the following Words: And the Lord magni- 
feed Solomon exceedingly in the Sight of all Iſrael, and 
beſtowed upon him fuch Royal Majeſty, as had noi 
Been on any King before him. 1 Chron. Chap. 29. 25. 
What I ſhall add, will be in Confirmation of this 
Text; and may ſerve to aſſiſt you in comprehending 
wth greater Facility, thoſe 7wo Truths already hint- 
It is certain, there never was a Kingdom whoſe 
Provinces and Cities were placed under a happier Me- 
ridian, or in a more delightful Soil. Its Length was 
from the Head of Euphrates, to the —— 
| | a; 
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Sea; and its Breadth from Egypt, to the Euxin; con- 
taining within that Space, and beyond, a Multitude 
of lefler Kingdoms, whoſe Princes had own'd Solo- 
mon for their Sovereign, and become his Tributa- 
ries, and obeyed his Commands. And Solomon reign- 
ed over all Kingdoms from the River unto the Land 
of the Philiſtins, and unto the Border of Egypt: they 
_—_— Preſents and ſerved Solomon all the Days of 
his Life. 1 Kings 4.21. | 

Beſides rich, populous, and magnificently built Ci- 
ties, which were reckon'd firſt Rate Cities in that 
Age; this Empire was ſurrounded with fortify'd 
Towns and Magazins of War, that Solomon had built 
and laid up, and which during his Reign deprived all 
Forreigners of any Manner of Hopes, or Intentions 
of diſturbing the publick Peace and Tranquillity. 

The Number of Inhabitants that guarded this 
Kingdom, were not leſs remarkable. There were 
found in it, according to the Computation which Da- 
vid made before his Death, Thirteen hundred Thou- 
ſand Men: not only fit to bear Arms, but accord- 
ing to the Scripture Phraſe, who actually drew the 
Sword, and made it their Profeſſion; and were al- 
ways in a Readineſs to perform their Duty, when- 
ever any Occafion preſented. There were alſo Three 
hundred Thouſand, or thereabout, who were alwaies 
under Arms, and being divided into twelve Bands, 
Twenty-five Thouſand Men in each diviſion, mount- 
ed the Guard by Turns in the King's Palace; and all 
round the Cities where the Court refided. 

This is faying a great deal; but however not 
enough to make out the W 1 the Text, „ 
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T have pitched upon, and placed at the Beginning 
of this Diſcourſe; And the Lord magniſied Solomon 
exceedingly in the Sight of all Iiracl, and beſtowed 
upon him much Royal Majeſty, as had not been on 
any King before him. Since the Holy Ghoſt, who 
dictated the firſt Book of Aings, and Sa forty-fifth, 
and ſeventy- ſecand P/alms, could not be deceived, 
and that it is abſolutely true what he has ſaid; it 
muſt be own'd, that this Monarch was Sovereign of 
a greater Empire than Pharoah, or Aba ſuerus; and 
that he extended his Conquelts farther than Cyrus 
or Alexander; and that there never was a Govern- 
ment, not excepting that of Rome, of ſo large an 
Extent: nor in ſhort, any Emperor before him or 
after him to the Coming of Chriſt, who ſurpaſs d him 
in Greatneſs, Riches, or Power. Aud God ſaid unto 
him, Behold, I have given thee a wiſe and under- 
ſtanding Heart, ſo that there was none like thee be- 
fore thee, neither after thee ſball any ariſe like unto 
thee. Aud have alſo given unto thee that which 
thou haſt uot ask'd, both Riches and Honour : ſo that 
there fhall not be any among the Kings like unto thee. 
1 Kings Chap. 3. 12,13. Theſe are the very Words 
of the ſacred Hiſtorian, dictated by the Holy Gho/?, 
who hath ſaid neither more than he knew, or more 
than he ought. | The Commentators who have en- 
upon theſe Words, in their curious Obſerva- 


tions haye evidently demonſtrated their Veracity ; 
and Nneda, the profeſs d Panegeriſt of this Prince, 
has employed the greateſt Part of his fiæth Book, and 
particularly the ſecond Chapter of it, in proving the 
3 rr That the Extent of Solomon's 


King- 
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Kingdom was larger than that of all other Princes. 
But that which is moſt wonderful in all this, and 
which exceeds our Thoughts, and Admiration, is the 
Method he took to extend his Power ſo far, and to 
make himſelf Maſter of all the Kingdoms he heard 
of, in 4/ia, Africa, and Europe. T 
He never declar'd War againſt any Body in order 
to accompliſh this great Deſign; he ſhed no Blood, 
nor drew Tears from any Eyes. He enter'd not Aſia, 
like Pompey; nor Europe, like Xeræes; ſpreading Death 
and Deſtruction every where, and making Thouſands 
miſerable, only to agrandiſe a fingle Perſon. 

His Wiſdom furniſh'd him with other Means; and 
'twas that which ſuggeſted to him this new Method 
of making War, and diſcover'd to him, the Secrets 
of conquering Kingdoms unknown before to the moſt 
experienced Captains, or moſt ſagacious Politicians. 

In ſhort, the Reputation of having three hundred 
Thouſand Men alwaies on foot in Pale/tine, which 
were ready to march, and fight under the Conduct 
and Command of a hundred and threeſcore Captains, 
who inſtructed them in the Art of War; the Thou- 
ſand Millions of Gold with which he kept his Trea- 
ſury repleniſhed ; the innumerable Multitude of his 
Domeſtics, the unheard of Magmficence of his Pa- 
laces, his Furmture, his Wardrobe, his Train; the 
Strength and Sublimity of his Underſtanding, which 
was eſteemed to equal that of Angels, and to be ſur- 
paſs d only by that of the Deity ; the Depth and Un- 
boundedneſs of his Knowlege, which was look d up- 
on as the greateſt Prodigy that ever appear d under 
Heaven; Lis Eloquence which commanded the Paſ- 
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fions and Wills of Men, juſt as he pleas d; his Com- 
lineſs which charm'd' the Eyes, and captivated the 
Hearts of all that beheld him; his Sweetneſs and Af- 
fability, 'which were capable of mollifying the moſt 
flinty Diſpoſitions, and to uſe the Words of one of 
his Commentators, to make the zfernal Spirits ſub- 
mit and be obedient to him: All theſe were the Stra- 
tagems he invented, and the Arms he us d, to ac- 
compliſn the Vi&ories, and merit the Triumphs he 
ſaught afte. e N n . 

I only repeat, what his Fliſtorians have ſaid before 
me; that the Fame of ſo many Wonders as appear d 


in the Perſon of this Monarch, and the Report of 


ſo many incomparable Qualities being ſpread abroad 
in the vaſt Empire of Egypt and 'Per/za, and after- 
wards paſſing farther even to the Indies, by Means 
of the Fleets that ſailed annually from Paleſtine, the 
whole habitable: Earth became appriz'd of them: 
the Curious of thoſe Countries were willing to know 
the Truth of theſe Things themſelves, and thought 
that the Extraordinarineſs of them deſery'd their 

nearer Inſpection 
And there came of all People to hear the Wiſdom 
of Solomon, from all Kings of the Earth which had 
Beard of his Wiſdom. 1 Kings 4. 34. They came 
in 'Crouds from the Euphrates, from Africa, and 
the fartheſt Weſt; and after long Voyages arrived 
at length at Zeruſalem. They ſaw the Monarch up- 
on the Throne; they ſaw him in the Circle ſurround- 
ed with the Grandees of his Court, and in the Midſt 
of the Learned, who ſaught Inſtruction from his 
Mouth: they ſaw how he reign d, and heard _ 
| e 
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he ſpoke: and having for ſome Months given their 
Eyes, Ears and their Underſtandings the Satisfaction 
they coveted, they returned home, filled with Ad- 


miration, publiſhing every where what they had ſeen, 


and congratulating their own unvaluable Happineſs. 
All which encreaſed the general Curioſity ſo much, 
that each Pretender to Learning was willing to ſee, 
and know this Inſtrufor of Mankind, and found him- 
ſelf, as it were, conſtrain d to participate of the Hap- 
pineſs of the Age, and perſonally to converſe with 
Solomon. 
The Philoſophers, the Phyſicians, the Divines and 
Perſons of Diſtinction in every Nation undertook 
this Voyage: a Multitude of others follow'd their 
Example; and ſo many People were upon the Wing, 
that ſeveral Princes grew jealous and afraid, and 


would have ſhut the Gates of their Cities, and fo _ 


prevented the Curious from making aViſfit to a Prince, 
whom it was impoſſible to ſee, without defiring to 
become his Subject. But Curioſity at laſt got the 
better of their Suſpicions, and bore down all Obſta- 
cles: there was no croſſing the violent Inclinations 
of their People. Nay the Princes, who would at the 
firſt have hinder'd this Pilgrimage, went in Troops 
themſelves: Kings and Queens were hurried along 
like common Mortals, and in Spight of Jealouſy and 
Pride, they took the Satisfaction of going to ſee who 
this Prince was. E 
They went fromall Quarters of the Globe; and they 
all return'd like the Queen of Sheba full with Tranſ- 
ports of Admiration, every one making the ſame 


Declaration ſhe did, That it as a true Report _ 
they 
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they had heard in their own Lands, of his Acts and 
of his Miſdom; Howbei, they believed not the Words, 
until they came, and their Eyes had ſeen it: and be- 
hold, the Half was not told them : his Wiſdom and 
Proſperity exceeded the Fame which they had heard. 
1 Kings 10. 6,7. | 

And as new Companies were daily returning and 
expreſſing their Aſtoniſnment, Nothing could be 
thought of or heard in all Cities, Countries, or pri- 
vate Converſations, but Solomon's Praiſes; the whole 
World conſenting to, and joining in the common Ap- 
probation: this univerſal Applauſe created an Af- 
fe&ion in the Breaſts of all Mankind extenſive as 
itſelf; and it was this Reſpe& in Conjunction with 
the Forces kept on foot in Paleſtine, that ſubdued 
the whole Earth to King Solomon, and happily com- 
pleated his glorious Conqueſts. 

This made all Foreign Princes, after they had well 
weigh'd, how dangerous it would be for them not to 
be beloved by this invincible Monarch, and how much 
it was their Intereſt, to love him, to reſolve willing- 
ly to wear the Chains of ſo unavoidable a Servitude; 
and not to wait any other Force, than the eaſy Vio- 
lence they had already experienc'd. 

On a ſudden were ſeen Ambaſſadors coming from 
all Nations of the habitable Earth, to proſtate them- 
ſelves, on the Part of their reſpective Maſters, be- 
fore the Throne of Solomon; profeſſing themſelves 
his Allies, his Friends, and his Subjects; and taking 
an Oath to pay him annual Tributes, and to receive 
Direction and Laws from his Mouth: Al Kings ſhall 
fall down before him: all Nations ſhall do him Ser- 
vice. Pſalm 73.11. Theſe 
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Theſe are King David's Words, who ſaw by a Pro- 
phetick Spirit, what Jeruſalem beheld then with 
their own Eyes, upon the Arriyal of theſe great 
Perſonages. And our Commentators after having 
very learnedly proved that David meant his Son in 
the literal Senſe, proceed to name among others, the 
Ambafladors of Egypt, Arabia, Ethiopia, Italy, 
Greece, both the Spains, Gaul, and the es of the 
Mediterranean; and they undertake to prove, ac- 
cording to the Chaldee Paraphraſe, that all the King- 
doms included between the two Seas, which accord- 
ing to the Language of that Age, were the Red and 
Euxin Seas, all theſe Kingdoms, I ſay, ſituated upon 
the Borders of ſo many Seas, were obedient to So- 
lomon's Government; as well as thoſe other King- 
doms which were in Aſia, from Euphrates to the ut- 
moſt Bounds of the Eaſt. Even from the Floud unto 
the Worlds End. Pſalm 73. 8. | 

I fay were obedient to Solomon: at leaſt the So- 
vereigus of thoſe Kingdoms ſent their Tribute to 
Him, and that yearly, according to the expreſs Words 
of this ſacred Hiſtorian: Aud they brought every 
Man his Preſent, Veſſels of Silver, and VeſJels of 
Gold, and Garments and Armour, and Spices, Hor es 
and Mules, a Rate Tear by Year. 1 Kings 10.25. 
Tis true, it may be infer d from theſe Words, that they 
were only Preſents: but it is as certain theſe Princes 
were under a greater Conſtraint to do as they did, 
than if they had been compel'd by Fear and military 
Execution. It was AMfection bound upon them by 
the Sacredneſs of an inviolable Oath, that laid this 
Obligation upon them; and drew out of their Cabi- 
nets 


216 The Counſels of Wiſdom. 


nets and Treaſuries their moſt valuable Curioſities; 
reſerving nothing for themſelyes, but what was un- 
worthy Solomon's Acceptance. | 

What Joſephus reports, almoſt exceeds Belief: 
there was not at that Time, in any Part of the Earth, 
a Curioſity in Nature or Art, either in Gold, Silver, 
Criſtal, Pearl or Jewels, in Purple, Marble or Iron, 
that was not brought out of the Palaces of other 
Princes, and depoſited in that of Feru/alem. But 
this was not ſo much the Effect of Force and Con- 
ſtraint, as of Good Will and Affection; and Solomon 
was ſo much the more Maſter of theſe magnificent 
Tributes, as he reſembled the King of Kings: thus 
was his Government truly mild and Royal. 

In ſhort, that which infinitely exalts the Glory of 
Solomon, is, that the Rules of Conduct, defign'd for 
our Saviour, were propoſed to him as an Example; 
and when the Holy Ghoſt, by David's Pen, ſets down 
the Manner of that adorable Emanuel s Conquering 
and Governing the World, he does it at the ſame 
Time for Solomon's Imitation; being willing that 
there ſhould be a near Reſemblance in both their 
Behaviours. Av 

Gird thee with thy Sword upon thy Thigh O thou 
moſi Mighty. Palm 4.5. 4. Tis David who ſpeaks, 
and applies to his Son, theſe Words, which the Holy 
Ghoſt primarily intended ſhould be meant of the Son 
of God: Gird thee with thy Sword : my Son, if you 
would be victorious, and reign according to your 
Intentions, you muſt firſt provide yourſelf with Wea- 
pons of Defence, and then ſee that they are pro- 
perly diſpos d of. a 
f f f n 
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In good Truth, Solomom had a Sword, as we have 
ſeen; but it was not in his Hand. He only wore 
it by his Side, and he thought it was ſufficient to 
have it there, that it might be ſeen. He had the 
Command of numerous and powerful Armies, but 
he did not let them take the Field; he was content- 
ed to let Foreign Nations know that he entertained 
them, and that they were alwaies ready for Action. 

However, in order to make a general Conqueſt, 
and to attain that univerſal Monarchy he was born 
to, he acted, as his Father advis'd in another Place, 
where he commands him, 2who-2was fairer than the 
Children of Men, to ride on becauſe of the Word o 
Truth, and thy right Hand ſhall teach thee terrib 
Things. This obedient Son, who was capable of exe- 
cuting this glorious Order, diſcover'd ſo many Beau- 
ties to the Eyes of the World, that render'd him 
the Chief of Men, and worthy all the Crowns of the 
Earth. The wonderful Extent of his Underſtand- 
ing, improv'd with the Divine Ornaments of Know- 
lege and Virtue, the Beauty of his Angelic Tem- 
per; in ſhort, the Grace, the Sweetneſs and extraor- 
dinary Majeſty that ſat upon his Countenance, were 
all Advantages in his Favour; they animated all his 
Undertakings, accompliſh'd all his Conqueſts, and 
were the Bleſſings of his Reign. 

So far was he Kom uſing the Sword, that he ne- 
ver drew. out his Army to meet his Enemies. His 
Enemies advanc'd toward him, attracted by the 
Luſtre of his all-conquering Excellences : And they 
were theſe great Qualities alone, which. forced the 
* Captains, Nobles and 3 Gr 
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ſelves at his Feet, and to lay their Diadems and Tur- 
bans with their own Hands at his Footſtool; ſo that 
as I have already remark'd, in the „irt Part of this 
Deſcription; Solomon's Glory was greatly different 
from that of all other Heroes in Antiquity, who 
boaſted that they came, and ſaw and overcame; for 
they were his Foes, that firſt advanced, beheld, and 
fell "defore him: and thoſe remarkable rich Arms, 
which were brought into the Field for his Deſtruction, 
became the firft Fruit of their Servitude, as well as 
the firſt Inſtance of their Affection. Good Luck have 
thou with thine Honour, full of Grace are thy Lips, 
ride on according to thy Worſbip and Renown. 

I was not Bis Per ſon "hens. that they came to be- 
hold from the moſt remote Quarters of the Earth; 
Twas 55 Palace, the Temple, and bis other Build- 
ings, which manifeſted the Tokens of his exalted 
Cenis, and even fore d his Admirers to place him 
in the Nank of ſuperior Beings. 

Solomon did all that a Monarch could do, that 
was truly Great. He level'd Mountains, turn d the 
Courſe of Rivers, brought Torrents of Water thro' 
artificial Canals, and made Gardens which were ex- 
ceded in Richneſs and Beanty, only by that ancient 
Pearadije, the Work of Gop's own Hands. He built 
a Multitude of Caſtles, Citadels, Forts, and entire 
Cities; amongſt which was Palmyra, eſteem' d at 
that Time, one of the firſt Rate Cities in Asta. 

Among his Palaces, the three that were fituated 
round the T are more ly taken no- 


tice af; une was for his ewa Reſidence; the other 
was his rens, the Daughter of the King of i 
82 91 - = an 
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and the third was in common to them Both; and it 
was called, The Houſe of the Foreſt of Lebanon. It 
had that illuſtrious Name given to it, on account of 
the Figure of the Place, and from the Size and 
Height of the Pillars, which equal'd almoſt the Num- 
ber and Grandeur of the Cedars that grew upon that 
famous Mountain; inſomuch, that you ſeem'd up- 
on your Entrance into it, to be going upon Mount- 
Lebanon itſelf, and all its Trees were chang d into 
Pillars, and Trees of Gold. There were indeed ſe- 
veral of them, whoſe Bodies and Branches, and Leaves, 
and Fruit, were of fine Gold, and they were ſo arti- 
ficially diſpos d, that their thick and golden tufted 
Tops ſhooting up on high, thence ſpreading and unit- 
ing again, formed themſelves into Cloſets, Tents, 
and compleat Apartments, where Multitudes were 
lodg'd as in a terreſtrial Paradiſe: in a Word; it was 
an artificial Lebanon, rais d within the Walls of e- 
1 for the Reſidence, and Delight of King So- 
on. 

What was tranſacted within this Palace, was equal - 

ly fingular and wonderful. We may within Doors 
ee ſometimes great Princes, who are not over ab- 
ſolute; and tho Neceſſity obliges them to entertain 
a great many Seryants, yet that Neceſſity often 
forces themto become Obje&s of Compaſſion; becauſe 
they are Slaves within their own Walls. But Solomon 
was Maſter in his own Kingdom: and the greateſt 
Advantage he enjoyed, beyond many other power- 
ful Princes was, that he was Sovereign even at Home. 
The Officers of his Court, tho very numerous, when 
they appeared in the Royal 2 look d like 

e 2 we 
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well diſciplin d Army, and took their Directions from 


his Eye; and their Number and Motion and modeſt 
Deportment, was one of the moſt auguſt Sights then 
to be ſeen in the World. . 
Me don't find that the Queen of Sheba, when ſhe 
beheld all the Curiofities and Wonders that were in 
Jeruſalem, and Judea,the Fame of which had brought 
her ſo far, appear'd at all ſurpriz'd, or ſtruck with 
Aſtoniſhment, till ſhe had ſurvey'd the Palace of that 
wiſe Prince, and the Manner in which he was daily 
ſerv d; then ſhe ſeem'd overcome with Amazement, 
and could no longer conceal her Tranſport. 
She made a Shift to ſuppreſs her Aſtomiſhment in- 
deed, as they. were ſhewing her the Preſents of the 
Eaſtern Monarchs that were in the ſeveral Apart- 
ments of the Palace, the leaſt of which were Mira- 
cles of Art or Nature, being enrichd with number- 
lefs Jewels, capable even of dazling the Eyes of this 
curious Princeſs: but when ſhe came to reflect upon 
the Diſpoſition of his Houſehold, ſhe fainted away; 
which may be reckon d one of the moſt glorious In- 
ſtances of Commendation, that had: ever 'till that 
Time been ſhewn to the Greatneſs of King Solomon. 
And when the Queen of Sheba had ſeen all Solomon's 
Wiſdom, and the Houſe that he had built, and the 
Meat of his Table and ſitting of his Servants, and 
the Attendance of his Miniſters and their 2 
and his Cup-bearers, and his Aſcent by which he 
went up into the Houſe of the Lord: there was no 
more Spirit in her. 1 Kings 10. 4,5. "9s; 
In ſhort; to ſee an infinite Number of Servants 
who knew eyery one of them their Hours, _ 73 
1 3 7 f u - 
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Buſineſs of each Hour, who never fail'd attending 
their Poſts, and that without Confuſion or diſturb- 
ing one another in the Execution of them, or offend- 
ing againſt the Rules of Decency and good Manners; 
to ſee the Regularity of their Ranks, when they ap- 
proach'd the Throne; the Diverſity of Perſons and 
Habits, their Services and Ceremonies; and all this 
perform'd with the Harmony of a Concert, without 
any Thing appearing out of Time, or improper : to 
ſee all this I ſay, was a Sight worthy this excellent 
Princeſs to behold; who, as ſhe had more Under- 
ſtanding than the reſt of her Sex, was capable of 
making a better Judgement of all ſhe ſaw. 
However 'tis not to be doubted, when ſhe enter'd 
the Temple, ſhe obſerv'd other Things that encreas'd 
her Admiration, and rais'd ſuch holy Raptures in 
her Breaſt, as made her ſenfible, that he Building 
which ſhe there look d upon, was contrived, and exe 


cuted by the ſpecial Direction of Heaven. * 


This Renown'd Temple ſtood next to Solomon's Pa- 
lace. It ſeem'd, as if both of them conſpired toge- 
ther to teſtifie, that his Monarch was moſt worthy 
of Empire, and ought to be look d upon as Repreſen- 
tative on Earth of the living Gop; becauſe, there 
had never yet appear'd a Prince who had ſo much 
religious Zeal, in adyancing and promoting the Wor- 
ſhip of the Deity, and of communicating to his Peo- 
ple, the Satisfaction he had in performing holy Du- 
ties, and publickly exercifing them in a Place moſt 
like to the higheſt Heaven. 

Even at this Day this Temple 1s ſpoke of with A- 
ſtoniſhment . I ſhould think myſelf to blame, if T at- 

| tempted 
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tempted a Deſcription of it, fince nothing can be 
added, to what has been faid of it three thouſand 
| Years ago. The ſhort Account of it which we have 
in the Holy Scripture, is enough to convince us, that 
it deſery'd to be deſcrib'd in the foregoing Manner , 
and that the Memory of it will laſt as long as the 
World. There was nothing in the Temple that was 
not covered with pure Gold. 1 Kings. 8. 50. That is 
to ſay, the Walls, the Pillars, the Arches, and all 
that appear'd in that ſpacious and auguſt Dome, was 
cover d with Plates of Gold, faſtned with Nails head- 
ed with Diamonds, and other Gems; and Jo/ephns had 
Reaſon to add, that the whole Building ſeem'd made 
up with Rays of Light, inſomuch, that there was 
no entering into it without yeiling your Eyes, fo 
great was its Splendor . | 
To be exemplary for Holineſs when ſeated on a 
Throne,ſhews a Monarch to the greateſt Advantage; 
and to recommend Religion to the Libertine and 
Profane by a diſcreet Practice of it, requires more 
than common Skill. 8 , whic 
To draw to a Concluſion; let us ſum up all that 
the Commentators have ſaid to compleat the Cha- 
racter of King Solomon, by ſubjoyning, that if 
he was the happieſt of Men, he was at the ſame 
Time the moſt religious and devout, and that during 
his Diverfions, he forgot not to entertain himſelf 
with Heaven, concerning the Vanities of this World, 
and mentally to aſſent to, even in the Midſt of Com- 
pany, and the Grandeurs and Splendor of his Court, 
what he often had ſaid to himſelf in his Solitude, 
and in the thickeſt Part of the Foreſt: V. * 
4 


| Ea. A 


Vanities, all is \'Fanity and Fexation of Spirit! 
It is true, theſe Words are at this very Day, in the 
Mouths of all Men: every Body makes uſe of them; 
and that not without good Reaſon for ſo doing. 

They are the common Topicks even of /er/ual 
Perſons in the Midſt of their Diſappointments and 
Deſpair, for [permitting themſelves to be ſo often 
cheated with the falſe Appearances of this World: 
Theſe Wretches after having loved the Creatures, 
which their own Ignorance had repreſented to them 
as ſo many real Divinities; and after having facrific'd 
the Living Gop, and with him all his holy Laws, 
together with their own Conſciences and Honours; 
when theſe People perceive, I fay, their Idols fnatch'd 
away by a ſudden Death from their Embraces, yet 
ſtill they perſiſt in the Purſuit of them to their very 
Graves, where finding all their Expectations to end 
in Stench and Corruption, ſeiz'd with Horror and 
Aſtoniſhment, they break out at laſt into this la- 
mentable Exclamation, Vanity of Yanities| Then 
they blame Providence and Deſtiny, for having made 
theſe Vanities and falſe Beauties to play before their 
Eyes, and by their fatal Illufions, force them to be- 
come Traytors to their beſt Intereſts, and Self-De- 

ceivers. * | 
What the Worlaly-minded utter in their Deſpon- 
dences, that the Philoſophers declare, in their Con- 
tempt of theſe very Vanities. As they fee every 
where Occaſion to laugh at the ridiculous. Falfities 
that appear in the Actions, and Countenances of Man- 
kind; and as they remark, that all the Care of the 
Bean Monde, and your great Company-keepers, is 
to 
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to appear continually in Maſquerade, and to blanch 

over their worſt Actions with the faireſt Pretences: 

as theſe Cenſors, I ſay, employ themſelves, in con- 
templating theſe Things, they cannot refrain from 
ſaying to themſelves; Vanity, all is Vanity! How 
much Vanity and Diſguiſe is here? what Lies are 
broach d! What Fools talk! and what Fools admire! 

How blind People are in their Courtſhips, and Flat- 

fares): what Deceivers and Deceived! 

And this let me tell you, is a Hhird Meaning of 
my Text. But to proceed; Solomon who firſt ut- 
ter'd theſe Words, had another Way of thinking than 
the Worldly- minded and the Philoſophers. He com- 
plain d not of the Unſatisfactorineſs of the Creature 
only, but of the: Abſence of the Creator. 

LV 3 and Vexation of Spirit. Conſider theſe 
Words Theotimus! and take notice that for any one 

to behold the true Reſemblance of the Perſon paſ- 
ſionately beloved by him, and yet not to be able to 
enjoy the Company of that Perſon, is the moſt de- 
plorable State of an affectionate Lover; a State in 
which all Lovers of created Objeats ever yet found 
themſelves, and ever will. 

That of Solomon toward Go odor was 1n this 
Condition, even whilſt he continued to be the true 
Solomon. 

This great Prince, while he beheld in his own Pa- 
lace the immenſe Riches and magnificence, that had 
been brought from the Treaſuries and Palaces of 
other Kings, and when he daily convers'd in the Aſ- 
ſemblies of the greateſt Wits, and moſt charming 


| Beauties of that Age: it was then, that he ſaught => 
| what 
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what his Heart panted after moſt, but not being able 
to meet with Satisfaction, touch d vials refiguntis Sor- 
row, he gave the proper Appellation to all ſublunary 
Enjoyments, and pronounced them Vanity of Vant- 
fi. set CG ing „bnd 
Religion and Wiſdom having open d his Eyes, oc- 
caſion d this Complaint; he perceived from the Midſt 
of theſe Grandeurs, and mortal Beauties, a Sha- 
dow iſſuing forth more charming than their external 
Splendor, and ſomething divine, that elevated his 
Thoughts to Heaven, and drew them away from Crea- 
ture-Comforts; and his Heart imagining to aſcend 
where his Inclinations led him ſtrongeſt, he found 
himſelf tranſported out of this World, but 2H hount 
God; and ſaw nothing before his Eyes but Abſence, 
Silence and Solitude, thick Darkneſs, and the Images 
of Chaos, and Death. I will rife now, and go about 
the City in the Streets, and in the broad Ways Twill 
ſeek him whom my Soul loveth; I ſought him, but I 
found him not. Cant. 3. 2. What is all this then, 
O Thou beſt beloved of my Soul! O Thou that T love, 
and pant after: where art Thou; and where am I? 
I hear thy Voice that calls me; I perceive thy Grace 
and thy Aſſiſtance aiding me; 1 run here I am lead, 
I follow the Odour of thy Perfumes, and yet I find 
Thee not! where art Thou, thou Gop of my Life 
O Thou adorable Truth of Truths; I /ought Thee, 
but found Thee not! But Solomon, ſays St. Bernard, 
where is it that you go in Search of Happineſs, into 
the Deſert? Return ta your own Palace: there ſure 
you'l find whatever is valuable in Nature. Make a 
Progreſs and ſuryey your ſeveral Provinces, King- 
2 Ff doms, 
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7 5 and Empires: there you l ſee the whole World. 
elongs to you; yau are the Maſter of it. All is 

75 auiiy! O World, O Univerſe, how little art thou 
Alaſs 3 an immenſe Void, what a vaſt Nothing, 
abounding with Vanities and imaginary Pleaſures and 
Greatneſs, is this horrible Solitude to him, who ſeeks 
only after Gop, without being able to find Him! 
O all ye who are aſtoniſi d at my Tears! know ye 
well what Misfortune it is, to live, to reign, and to 
be, ab/olute Monerch;of the World, when one loves 
nothing therein but Gop; andi when nothing leſs 
than He is to be found therein 

Tuo Things are abſolutely requiſite to make you 
ſenſible of this pleaſing Pain: , to know Gop 
perfectly, and in ſuch a Manner as to be able to diſ- 
cover Him even in his Shadow; and there to diſtin- 
guiſh Him from every Thing that. is not Gop: and 
ſecondly, to love Him * and as intenſely as 
is poſſible on this Side Heaven 

This was the Pitch of the Devotion of, this Prince, 
and the Height of his Sentiments, which he knew 
not. how better to expreſs, than in the few fol- 
lowing Words: Vanity of V. daten, all'i is V. e 
and Vexation of wa 2 
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Divided into Three Parts, 
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| i E Firſt contains ſuch Maxims as are moſt ne- 
ceſſary to be known by a Perſon forſaken by 


GO p, ind the Means proper to extricate himſelf 
from that Condition. 


The Second contains thoſo Maxinis'/thit are moſt 
_ ineceffary to be known iin order to conduct /our- 
ſelves prudently and happily, in that State and 
Condition of Life, in which it has pleaſed Divine 


Providence to place us, and to procure us the Love 
of Gop, and Man. 


The Third contains thoſe Maxims as are moſt neceſ- 
ſary to perſwade us, to behave ourſelves diſcreet- 
ly, when we retire from Bufineſfs, and follow our 
Diverſions. 
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THe FirsT, ox PRELIMINARY 
MAXIM. 


Of making many Books there is no End: let us 
| bear the Conclufion of the whole Matter. Ec- 


|  PARAPHRASE. 
E us enquire after the Principle or Motive that 
| prompts Men, to ſpeak, and write. 


| REFLECTION. 


Tis certain the Number of Books at preſent is ve- 
ry great: but if they were all good, 'there would not 
be too many; and tho there are but few good, yet 
if they were well read, there would be enow. 

IT would be ſufficient for the Good of Church and 
State, if it ſhould pleaſe Providence to raiſe up five 
or fix Authors in an Age, whoſe Writings might 
deſerve to be tranſlated into all Languages, who 
might claim the Privileges of Antiquity, be as well 
known as the Sun, and laſt as long as the World. 
Such as were honoured in their Generations, and were 
the Glory of their Times, according to the Son of S- 
rach, when he ſpeaks of the P/alms of David, and 
the Proverbs of Solomon; which were produced by 


the Inſpiration of Heaven, and are as ſo many im- 
mor- 
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mortal Luminaries, hung out to enlighten future 
Ages, and to inſtruct Mankind by their miraculous 
Licks, 'till Sin, Tgnorance and Death are ſwallow'd 


up in Victory. They were honour'd in their Genera- 
tions, and were the Glory of their Times. Ecclus 


7. 
717 is not my Defign at preſent to bewail the un- 
happy Fate of ſo many Books, as only appear in the 
World, and then vaniſh as ſoon as they are ſeen; nor 
of ſuch as may be reckon d among the Misfortunes 
of their Country, and are the Diſgrace of their Au- 
thors; which ſpread Plague, and Deſtruction with 
their Being, and taint the very Air, and deſtroy the 
Inhabitants of the Places where they are read; nor 
in ſnort, of ſuch, which like the Beaſts in Ezekiel, 
come into the World with Teeth and Claws, and who 
begin to prey upon Mankind, to deſtroy their Repu- 
tations, and fatten with their Blood: I became a 


young Lion, and it learn d to catob the Prey, „it de- 


voured Men.” Ezechiel ein- baus ; VIE! 0 

I ſpeak only Theorimus, of ſuch holy Books, 28 
have been compos d by wiſe and learned Authors; 
and I would with St. Chryſoſtom,' enable you to make 
2 Reflection that will not be diſpleaſing to you; at 

leaſt, I believe you will not think it impertinent, at 
my Entrance upon this Performance. 

He ſays, Books of this kind are the beſt Compa- 
nions for us during the whole Courſe of our Lives; 
they are faithful, familiar and reſpectful Companions, 
with whom we may converſe continually, without 
being-thou I importunate, or troubleſome: who 
n be laid aſide, without complaining, and uſed 

with- 
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without ſurfeiting; who declare to us the Truths of 
Gop, his Rigors and Judgements, without Flatte- 
ry, or concealing any Thing; and who in ſhort, re- 
mind us of our Faults, and point out to us our Weak- 
neſſes and Imperfections, without ruffling, or diſ- 
pleaſing uus | 
So that we may affirm, that theſe wonder-work- 
ing Books may be number'd among the moſt admira- 
ble and uſeful Inventions of the Holy Spirit, and 
that they were contrived to aid, and affiſt us to know 
ourſelves, and to correct the Errors of our corrupted. 
Nature. | | 
It is true, this ought to be the Care and principal 
Aim of thoſe that love us, and that we love. But 
where ſhall we find ſuch Friends, as will ſhew us the 
Deſeaſes of our Souls; ſince ſuch an Undertaking 
will certainly diſpleaſe us? Where ſhall we find thoſe, 
who wall lend an helping Hand, or who are willing 
to diſpenſe falutary Remedies, when every one of 
us knows, ſuch a Practice is moſt likely to enflame 
our Diſtempers? To what End are all our wiſe and 
ſecret Remonſtrances, tho' mingled with all the Ten- 
derneſs of Civility and Reſpect, but to metamorphoſe 
ſlender Scratches, to dangerous Wounds and certain 
Death? What Noiſe, and Quarrels, and ſcandalous 
Reſentments have been raiſed in Families, by one 
Expreſſion of true Friendſhip, that has happen d to 
diſpleaſe an over nice and exceptious Acquaintance.. 
I ſay therefore, upon theſe Accounts, Books are 
our moſt valuable Friends. Their Duty and Deſign 
is to place our Failings before our Eyes: and it is 
wonderful to obſerve, that inſtead of making us mw; 
LJ WW ea * 
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eaſy thereby, or our reſenting the Liberties they take 
upon theſe Occaſions, we efteem theſe well inſtruct- 
ed Cenfors the more, and are pleas'd to find, they 
are ſo well acquainted with our Faults, and know how 
ſo eloquently to deſcribe upon Paper, our moſt ſe- 
cret Sins, which Gop only ſees, in the impenetra- 
ble Receſſes of our gmlty Conſciences. 

What 1s further marvellous; tho' theſe Books lie 

open to the Eyes of all Men, yet they diſcover not 
their Truths but to the Blame-worthy, whoſe Du- 
ty it is to underſtand them, after having made pro- 
per Interrogatories; and they deliver their Advice 
with that Diſcretion, that the Delinquents are the 
only Perſons who know they ſpeak to iy; for the 
Authors themſelves are not ſenſible whom they are 
adyifing, more than other People. 

175 9 in reading theſe Books, perceive themſelves 
ſtrongly touch'd in their Conſciences, without ſeeing 
the Hand that approaches them, or diſcovering the 
Eye that beholds them. In a Word, they can blame 
no ” Body but themſelves. 

The Rowing Sentence equally properto be laced 
before all Books of Deyotion, and of a fpiritual Na- 
ture, was written upon a Looking-Glaſs: Nemini par- 
cit, neminem led. It ſpares no Body, it hurts no 
Body. In Truth, the Glaſs ſhews the Defedts and 
the Pktorthities! that are upon the Faces of thoſe 
that approach, and look upon it: and a Bock of this 
kind ifcovers to the Confcience, the Sims and the 
Impieties of the Heart. , 

Both the one and the other do rheit Dory, with: 


out concealing, diſguifing or — any Thing; 
with- 
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without making the Partics'uncaſy; of giving then 


any Subject of Complaint!'' They'Pare 10 Boch, They 
hurt no Body. The Property of an excellent and good 
Book 1s to excuſe no Sin, nor to give Offence to any 
Sinner. 1 2 £3. BY 

"Twas'a ridiculous. Peice of Extravagance, that a 
young Noble-man not long ſince, was guilty of, when 
upon joining himſelf to an illuſtrious Aſſembly, where 
a Book was reading, that lively deſcribed ſome Irre- 
gularities of his Life; he flew into a Paſſion, endea- 
your'd: to-fMnatch the Book out of their Hands, and 
tearitin Pieces: hut not being able to compaſs his De- 
ſign, he'retired in a menacing Poſture, meditating 
ſuch Revenge, as his Folly ſuggeſted to him. 
The next Day, ſome of the Company got a 'Look- 
ing-Glaſs painted with the Figure of a Dragon be- 
fore it, who beholding his Monſtroſneſs, as it was 
repreſented in the Clas, ſeem'd to fly from it, ſcoul- 
ing and looking with Indignation upon it, tho the 
Glaſs: was as innocent and ſpotleſs as ever. The 
Painter placed łhe following Words upon the Top 
of the Picture, Se, non me fugit. Tis himſelf, not 
me that he runs away from. Tis his own Uglineſs 
that enrages him, and makes him afraid. 

This, if T miſtake not, is the propereſt Anſwer 
that can be given to thoſe ill-diſpoſed Perſons, who 
are continually falling out with Books of this Kind, 
and diffaming their Authors, with Satyrs, and out- 
e 5-5 6003 HT OS, 

At leaſt, if any Perſon ſhould be offended with 
the Truths here added by me to the Maxim of So. 
lomon, all: the Apology _ make, is contain * 
301 | 8 S8 
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81 N, di the C gumifſion of it, is but tod de- 

| lightful W eh Bat, fterwazgs the Wiſe Man 
bewails. himſelf, 10555 erly: the ſcrupulous 
and faint-h run in eſpair: but the Fool 


1 od. Pa 20. "he 0 ſecs good Meg pity 
be Tt: People, ie they axe in che moſt d t dange 


ous. Condition, who perceive not, but hug their 
Diſtemper. Let us hate ar! Hate is the only Re- 
725 We are not entirely aban- 
in h eta 
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ati re. 

Men are en too apt to 9997 themlelves 
with teogmuch Serioſneſs and Aſſiduity to Affairs 
of, very little Importance, but to take no e of 
What is of the uemoſt Conſenen ce. 
Jou lay out a great Deal upon Cloaths, and. take 

Abundance. of Pams to follow "the Faſhion; that you 
may net diſplęaſe the Eyes] of Mankind; but | you 
never think of Wan, chaſtly Cancer that is eat 
249 ing 
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up you Face, the Stench of whi oh drives ev 
A, from you, and' makes you Frigtivfull and 5 
bre to all that ſee and Ken near you: to what 

End is all this Finery, and Expence? „ 

' What Good does the fine Fürmture of your — - 
her; and the Curiofit ty of your Bed do you, i in the 
Midſt of ſo much Riches fin Voſtiptuoſnefs,” Sleep 
flies you, and you are viſited with the pungent Pain 
of the Stone, which tears your Boyels, nd — 
you roar out, like a M PA extende 
Wheel? 1 mean, what Ages it avail you, if in The 
Midſt of yonr Proſperities and Honoufs, the 'Sor- 
rows of Death and Sin lay hold upon pon you, and your 
Conſcience haunts you Day atid Night, with the near 
Approach of your Diflolation, 11 the Miſeries of 
Eternity! Dum ad fpecio ee 2 forinenta alligaris, ſub 
ingenti titulo cruciaris. you cover your. elf 
with your W and are hanged in a filken Hal- 
ter. | , 

"Certainly, Sin is not ad Erik bf $64 fall Coir, 
tion as ought to be negle&ed; or made the Subject of 
Ridicule by the Delinguer. ah 

There is not a wiſe Man upon Earth, who had not 
rather looſe his Eſtate and his Life; nor a bleſſed 
Soul in Heaven, who would not chuſe to renounce 
his Happineſs, and he tumBled"into Hell; than vor 
luntarily to commit ons deadly Sin. 

The Angels; if it depended upon their Option, 
would ſooner Sr the Annihilation Cf Paradife, and 
ary whole Umyerſe, thanto'betiold the Com 


fingte Sin im k ; 
"ns e chr they joe 


— — — — 2 
. ͤ aA nn 


= £2, duffer he Pans, 


235 The Counſels of Wiſam. 


9 end Production out of Nothing, when 
appear d among them, and they 10 them- 
ſelves in the Company of Sinners. 

What St. Paul ſaid during his Tranſports of Divine 
127 isonot leſs, Seraphic or admirable; That it 
wquld; be eaſier ſor him to periſh, and be reckon d 

ong the Reprobate, than to behold Sin in the 
Tier of his. Fellow:Chriſtians, tho' they perþaps 
e be. 1 7 5 of len themſelves, and ſuffer it 
th 6, without i BG Mk 200 

For He fad, this 517 Pere der uſe he knew 
Very Well 5 75 e perties ins the Sin of 
which are the real Death of: the Soul, and on- 
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Science better learnt alone, than in the Schools. All 
you who conſume many Years, in thinking upon other 
Things than your Salvation, and the Affairs of Eter- 
nity; refuſe not your Conſciences three or four Days, 
to inform you, what they have to ſay from Gop, 
upon this important Subject; and learn from them 
the interpretation of the following Words of St. De- 
nys Lux in ſe tenebrarum Notitiam habet. The 
Nature of Light makes the Horrors of Night more 
apparent, and by ſeeing and e that, 
Darkneſs becomes more it ortnidables | 

St. Denys's Meaning is, that God has — nude 
Thoughts of the Sins of Mankind, as he Sum would 
have of Night, if he could ſee and know himſelf. In 
Truth, tho there be Nothing of Darkneſs in the Sum, 
nevertheleſs, if that Nanet had Underſtanding, or 
bodily Eyes, it would ſee better than any other Crea- 
ture that its own Light was the moſt perfect of viſi- 
ble Beauties, and that Night was the dreadfulleſt 
Deformity, and an Object che moſt ſhocking to Sight. 
Tho the Sum was never in Company with Darkneſs, 
nor ever beheld it, yet the perfect Brightneſs of that 
Luminary would be ſufficient to inſtruct him, in the 
Knowledge of his Oppoſite, and to take the full Di- 
menſions of the Uglineſs of it. 

Tis molt true, that neither Spot, nor Sin is . 
in GoD; that every Thing is infinitely luminous 
about him; nevertheleſs, He ſees better than all the 
finful and "corrupted World in this his moſt pure 
and impeccable Eſſence, what the Nature of Sin is. 

Here Chriſtian Soul! 1 leave you to your own 
Meditations, Lift up your Eyes and * 

| plate 


228 Tbbe OGunſels of Niſdum. 
plate in Silence this Jheolagical Truth: That Gon 


by his eſſential Holineſs: knows thy Wickedneſs, that 


He <confiders and examins it, that He underſtands 
the ſeveral: Degrees of it: that his Holineſs takes 
the Eſtimate af all your Irregulatities by this Srand. 
ard; that as He ſees the Infinity of the Beauties and 
Greatneſs that are in his own Divine Perfections, ſo 
does He the Deformities and Littleneſs, amidſt the 
Reproaches of thy finful Liſe. He meaſures your 
Condition with his; and He finds that the Height 
and Glory of the aſh fublime Elevations of his 
Wiſdom and Love towards the lacarnate Word, are 
exceeded by the Depths and the Darkneſs of that 
Abyſt, in which thou art fallen, in thy Diſtance 
from Him: and all this He N by the ſame Act 
of Intuition. I bn e 19600111 l 1 
Ho is this, Great God! cries David trembling 

with Horror, That Thou haſt Jet our Miſdetds bofors 
Thee? Pfalm 90. 8. And can it be, that Thou be- 
holdeſt the Evils and Errors of this miſerable Life, 
in ſo broad Day Light? And is this Space of our In- 
gratitudes: eternally to be lookt upon, amidſt the 
Splendors of Paradiſe? Aud are our ſecret Sins in the 
Light of thy Countenauct Thus it is, that God 
knows what paſſes within Us, and thus it is, that 
he weighs the leaſt, and every ſingle Sin. 
But lass! how many does He ſee? Since your 
Judge makes ſo ſtrict Examination, Try your ſelf: 
ſee in your Soul, what He ſees, that infinite Num- 
ber of inveterate Sins, and that Maſs of old and new 
Corruptions: All theſe dreadful Sights which God 
Ice in Lou, ſurvey yourſelf, conceal — 
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He knows your Thoughts, gueſs at his, and imagine 
what He meditates upon. At leaſt look round you 
this Moment J am ſpeaking to you: Behold his Ju- 
ſtice with his Pen in his Hand, remarking and writ- 
ing down, what You fay, and do; and His ercy 
forfaking Lou, and configning You over to eath; 
and Both of them reprightflin with internal Cries, 
your preſent Condition, and decłaring to You, what 
you Wall be this Night or to Morrow Nerd, Lende 
this very Hour, ſuddenly, in che midiſt of y Plz. 
ſures and Greatneſs; Deud, Tyyeil, and cue 
This great Change will be wrought. in a" Moment, 
and — for Ever! 72 and; and e row aer 
thou not be and they that ave feen 
e alley; here is heb. 16 _ fi 
is God who ſpeaks + Ponder his Wörts, Matic 
tate upon them, and allow'yout 8 0 tue Lei- 
* it demands of Lou, that Lou ma en to it 
upon this Head, and take pr oper Counſel thereu on. 
You muſt now reſblve wo Act Ar wiſely, „of 4 75 


riſh for ever; You muſt, and that by YOutowh 
remain in your preſent deplerab Ie State 
dency, or che inſtantly to embrace 2 Late of — 
nitance. 
Perhaps, Your are not i plot with either of theſe 
Alternatives. You only reply” with Tears in yo 1 
Eyes; like a fick Perſon fy en and ftretch't up- 
on his Bed, and uneaſy in all Poſtures, ſighing and 
groaning out, Whither ſhall 1 $0? 

It looks as if you had a'Defign to inform your- 
ſelf with the Sinner, of whom the Royal Prophet 
ſpeaks, whether there was any Place in the World 


in 
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in whi 697 . and where you might go, not 
5 Rd x followed by his Voice? hi- 
her 25 0 dg row thy Spirit; or whither foal 
[ 51 the 1 55 72 Preſence? ,, Pſalm 39. 6. -F Alaſs! 
Flr 2 Lord - Thou Who — all Things, 

deſt T ben pal lknow.what:it.is, to be ſeen of God, 
in a State o. Ant, or what it is, to be ſummon d to 
{ holy Life by 95 and {weet Inſpirations, whilſt 
hy AP Has fi red us down to a ſenſual Life, 
el eee Paſſion attaches us to the 
Lon: 1 Creature? Great Gop! continues he, 
lore ity, on meß Lask only one Fayour, that Thou 
|.te me, What Thou alone know ſt, to what 
Place of the Univerſe I ſhould fly, to hide me from 
thine all · ſeeing Eye, that I may no more hear tlie 
Threats of thy Juſtice, 15. N of the Purſuits 
and Invitations of thy Love. WY bither ſhall 1 go then 
from Spiri? 

This certainly is a ſtrange Reſolution, to ask of 
Gop Himſelf, what, you ought to do, and where you 
oüght to go to avoid Him] But it is ſtill more won- 
dertul, that the Great Gn ſhould vouchſafe you an 

Anſwer, and grant Satisfaction to your Requeſt. 

The Anſwer which He gives, and which I recom- 
mend to. you. O: Diſciple. of Chri/?, is to approach 
Mount Calvary, which is the Seat of Mercy: that 
there, if you offer fincerely, what ought to be of- 
fel d to Mercy itſelf, and you ſurrender your whole 
Heart to his Direction, you will find that Repoſe 
and Wai. wack: you 40 en ent after. 

IN 14 1 11 2: „tt 9013 1:34! 
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2 (MAX 1M 
Until the Day break, and the Shadows flee away, 
I will get me to the Mountain of Myrrh and 
to the Hill of Frankincenſe. Can. 4. 6. 
PARA PTHRAs E. 
UNTIL ſuch Time as the Shadows flee away, and 
the Day of a happy Eternity dawns, I will go in- 
to the Wilderneſs, upon the Mountain of Myrrh, 
and the Hill of Frankincenſe, to contemplate Eter- 
nal Truths, and elevate my ſelf to God by Prayer 
and: Repentance; like Incenſe which mounts up to 
Heaven, at the Expence of its own Subſtance, and 
expires in its Flames. 


REFLECTION. 


This is not my Voice, O Chriſtian Soul! nor the 
Voice of Man; tis ſomething more powerful, and 
more worthy to be attended to, that calls you up 
to Calvary, and that expects you in the moſt proper 
Place to allay the violent Agitations of your Soul, 
and to put you in Poſſeſſion of that happy State 
you aſpire after. | Tn 

Pour forth there immediately what your Grief 
prompts you to ſay. Continue to bewail the fatal 
Neceſſity you ſeem to he under, of loving Sin eve- 
ry where, and of being ſeen by Gop in that Con- 
dition, tho follow'd by his Inſpirations and Threats: 
Whither then ſhall Igo from thy Spirit, or whither 
ſhall I go then from thy Preſence? RY 

Hh After 
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Aſter this lift up thine Eyes, and look upon Him 
who hangs upon $95 Crofs : /you'l ſee in his wound- 
ed Side ** , which beholds indeed Sinners 
in Whatever Pie they be, but which looks upon 
them only to diſpenee the Favours it deſigns, in 
— to the Greatneſs of their Crimes, and 
the Puniſhments they have deſerved. You'l there 
ſee, that the God whom you flie from, only fol- 
lows. you, becauſe He has a Remedy in his Power, 
which you ſearch after in your Fligiit, to wit, race 
of mind; and which you will never obtain, if this 
inoomparable Benefactor did not conſtantly attend 
Pr and prevent Death, which is likewiſe in purſuit 

of you, from rendering Tis Kind ay peg inef- 
fectual anz 11G 

Take Notice that the laſt * loweſt Condition 
of Man, is a State / Sin; and that the higheſt and 
moſt Divine State of the Vary,” is that of great 
Merey 1 

60D and Man both reach the W of theſe 
two States, at our Saviour's Crucifixion: Man in 
Eng the Blood of the Crucified ſus: and Gop 

"Father in beholding the Effufion of that pre- 

eious Blood. This is à Subject worthy your _ 
foundeſt Contemplation, and Attention 
I ſhan't pretend to enlarge upon this Head. The 
Prophet David has advanced all that can, or ought 
to be ſaid upon this Article, in the few following 
Words. That great are the Sims of Men, and great 


is the Merty of God! | 
Great are thoſe Sins which are committed againſt 


the moſt ſacred Laws of Nature; and which ariſe — 
the 
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the Breaſt of ungrateful Man after Baptiſnt, amidſt 
the Graces and Benefits of Redemption, after Par- 
don received, and all his Promiſes of Repentance, 
which rather multiply by Relapſes, and grow ſtronger 
thro' Impunity; are hardened by Chaſtiſement, and 
tho' under the Diſcipline of Diſeaſes, Misfortunes, 
and Death, encreaſe under this Burthen, to the ut - 
moſt Degree of Scandal, and mock at the Power and 
Threats of Divine Juſtice itſelf. In ſhort, theſe are 
Crimes of the firſt Magnitude which ought only to 
ſubſiſt amidſt the Torments of the Damned, when 
the ſinful Soul ſtung with the Sharpneſs of Pain, 
breaks out into Folly and Blaſphemy; and during its 
mad Tranſports of Deſpair, fancies it poſſible to 
eſcape the Omniſcience and Omnipotence of GOD, 
and boldly bids Defiance to Heaven, and abandons 
itſelf to all the Heights of Cruelty, Impudence and 
Atheiſm. Let us appreſs the Poor and the Righteous, 
Let us not ſpare the Widow, nor reverence the Aged; 
Let there be no'Place free from Debaucheries! Such a 
Sinner reſembles a Cour/er covered with a Swarm 
of Bees, and ſtung to the Quick, running away, yet. 
at the fame Time carrying his Misfortune and E- 
nemies along with him; throwing down all he meets, 
and trampling-under his Feet whatever pretends-to 
oppoſe his Paſſage, wandering at Will, and under 
the Direction of his own) Fury, he flies over Rivers 
and Precipices, ſeeking his Remedy, and Death, 28 
the Completion of his Deſpair. '/O Thou Saviour of 
Mankind why hurrieft I hon me an, tu my 0wn'Ui 
doing. and uh place /t Thos me in . State of En. 
mity to Thee? | Such is the wretched Condition of 
Sinners, we ſpeak of. Hh 2 'Tis 


L "Tis Sigh Mercy which beholds this ns Sight with 
Sentiments of Compaſſion, and which undertakes ef- 
fectually to remedy this Miſchief. 

And his Method is, by collecting into one point, 
the moſt powerful and efficacious Graces of the Holy 
Spirit, to form a Light like to that of the Morning; 
and then ſpreading it over the Countenances of the 
moſt drowſy Sinners, He opens their Blind Eyes; 
and without Violence or Pain, looſes their Lethar- 
gick Chains, awakens and enlightens their Under- 
ſtandings, and makes them inſtantaneouſly perceive 
the Beauty of Virtue in its greateſt Luſtre. |Coru/- 
caſti, & ſplendidiſti, & rupiſti ſurditatem meam. 
D. Auguſt. Thou haſt flaſh'd; Thou Hal * 
and diſſolved my Stupidity. 

Great and adorable Merey! which ſetteſt no 
Bounds to the Extent of thy Benefactions, and which 
for theſe Six Thouſand ears paſt, never beheldeſt 
a Crime, that Thou waſt not ready to forgive, ſo 
ſoon as the Sinner ask d Pardon; nay, which even 
at this Time ſeeſt nothing in Hell, amidſt fo many 
Blaſphemies and Impieties, which Thou wouldeſt 
not pardon, if the Devils and the Damned would 
abate their Pride ſo far as to ask that Favour, or 
were capable of uttering one(funglo 70 of * 
tion and Humili tr 
- _ ' all ye) Chri/tians Who read theſe Liner how 

ny Sins have 8 committed, ſince firſt you com- 
— Sinners] And how much Goodneſs has Gop 
ſne wn you ſince that very Time! what Day has paſs d, 
in which this Kind Father of his prodigal Children 
has mot AT: 6 you, and oven _ you out, 
E. 1 1 A . in 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 247 


in order to lend you his Aſſiſtance, to extricate you 

from a State of Impenitence, and to bring you from 
the Gates of Death and Hell, where you have often 
been, and even at this Day ſill continue 

In a word: Great are the Sins, and frightful the 

1 of Man: But boundleſs are the Mercies 
of Go! 
Conſider therefore 1 beſeech you! and reſolve 
what to do: chuſe whether of theſe two Reſolutions 
you will follow; Fir/t, whether you will do accord- 
ing to your prime Intention,viz: fly ſo far from Gop 
that you may be out of the Reach of his Call, and 
ſubmit blind fold to the Dictates of Deſpair; or elſe 
Secondly, take Sanctuary in the Arms of that Mer- 
, which are extended for t Good, and ſolicit 
you to Salvation: 

Chuſe ſay you? Alafs! reply! with: St. Peter, 17 
whom all we go? Thou haſt the Words of ever- 
laſting Life. Divine Saviour! Grace and Life hang 
upon thy Lips, ready to be diſpencd to Mankind: 
My Heart pants after them. I am a Sinner, and a 
dead Dog; I have in me the Seeds of Death, and 
Sin choaketh me. My Life is but a Span long, but 
my Puniſhment ſtreaches into Eternity. Where 
ſhall I ſeek my Remedy? Whither ſhall I go, but 
to Thee? „or thon haſt the Words of — Late. - 

Weigh theſe Words; and endeavour to under - 
ſtand the Anſwer that is ſent you from Above. I 
have nothing more to ſay unto ov than what you 
have already heard | KING \ Div 

Lon have — areatGritzes,cabd youltand 
in need of great Mercy.“ Approach Mount: — 
n 1s 


= 
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"Tis the only Place where it is to be found, nd 


where you ought to go in Queſt of it. 


[Tis true, tis there that you will be accused f fo i 
having ſhed-the Blood of thy. Saviour, and of being 


the Wretch thaticrucifyed him. You will be ſhewn 


upon the Top of the Croſs, the: moſt enormous of 
Crimes, and it will be proclaim d that you occaſion d 


it! But fear not: only take care upon your firſt En- 


terance, that you look up to the Croſs, and let no- 


thing but ſtrict Truth proceed out of your Heart, 
or Laps.” Confeſs that you are the Crimumal, againſt 


whom Heaven and Earth cry out for Vengeance: 


F acknowledge my Wickedneſs. Then Thou wilt ſee 
Mercy ſpring from the Heart of Gop, to meet and 


erb Thee, and to faſten upon your Lips his 


Grace to the reality of your Sorrow, and the Con- 


feſſion of your Faults: Auen and Truth have ki 


ed each a. wg * 


Speak then, Confeſs your Crimes“ and fay with 


David: * Sin 1 aliuays before me. It is true O 
Lord! My great Sin that Fountain of all others, is 
with Thee upon the Croſs, but it is as true, tliat In- 
Jimite Mercy is there Iikewiſe: Tis that I deſire may 
be the Balance to try all my Actionsꝰin; Tis that 
from which I hope a — Anſwer to all my 
Tears. Have Mercy upon me according to 
thy great Guodnc it! I fu — not the Merey of 
Saints and Angels, nor at — the Mercy of the 
Glorious Cod in Heaven: I ſtand in need of infinite 
and ſupreme Mercy, which is no aubere to be found 
but in ie Arme of Gu ce He whoſe Death 


bi N only revive. me O Sufferihg-and 
Dying 


„T oe 
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Dying Gon! the Wickedneſs Thou beholdeſt in me 
18 —— Deſtruction of Time and Eternity. Collect 
the Multitude of thy Graces and Pardons, which 
Thou ever vouchſafedeſt to Sinners, ſince the Foun- 
dation of the World; Collect them for me at this 
Tune only: Accunding to the Greatneſs of thy Mer- 
Lam the greateſt of Sinners; I deſire — 
to participate of all the Govdneſs and Love, that 
ever wrought Converſion in them, to this Hour. Di- 
vine Saviour! magnifie thy Goodneſs, and let me a 
ſinful Creature be an Inſtance of the Power of thy 
Godhead; and of the Influence of: thy Grace upon a 
deſponding Heart. 

Entertain yourſelf as elt As poſſible with this 
kind of Meditations ;) and by the Number of your 
Acts of Contrition, co-operate with Divine Mercy in 
the Wan his numberleſs gern ws nord Nou. 


7 MAXIM IV. 


Twill get me to the Hi I of. Pann. Caat 
4.6.— 


n 
1 will aſcend the Hill of Frankincenſe, and 8 
by Prayer and Repentance hide myſelf in the Wounds 
of Jeſu Chriſt, and impreſs upon my Mind the Image 
of his Sorrows, and I will enjoy no other Life, than 
what I am animated with from his Side. 


REFLECTION, 


This is the Method you ought to obſerve 1 in your 


Retirement, during the times you {ſet a part, to 
hearken 
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Hearken to the Call of your Conſcience, and to refle& 
upon the Advice it gives you Repeat often to your- 
ſelf the Hiſtory of your miſpent Years, and all the 
funeſt Circumſtances that happened, during your be- 
ing engaged in Company. Recollect every Fault you 
have ever been guilty off, and figh and weep at each 
Repetition; exerciſe Acts of Contrition worthy the 
Favours, the Death of thy Saviour has merited for 
thee, fince that has ane thee back from the Gates 
of Hell 1 elambbouw wil itt. 

Tell Him; Lord! that which afflicts 1 me e moſt, in 
— midſt of all my enormous Crimes, is the Enca- 
pacity of my Heart, to hate them ſufficiently. Ah! 
certainly tis too little it can do itſelf; —— tis but 
ſmall A ſfiſtance that I receive from my : Ghoſtly Fa- 
thers, who have — with me, at the Confeſſion of 
them.! 1 deſire the Hearts of Men and Angels, and 
all their united Endeavours, to raiſe in me a ſuit- 
able Indignation and Reſentment againſt my Ingrati- 
925 and to equal my Sorr ew, and Unha NN in 
| been ſo often ack Viale me a clean Heart 
OG 00, and renew a right Spirit within Me. Pſalm. 
51,10. O Lord! make uſe of thy Power and Mer- 
cy: Create a new Heart for me, and give it me in 

order to Love, and ſatisfie Thee as I ought. 
Sucha Defire will be well. pleafing to thy Saviour, 
as it was formerly in David and St. Peter and ſeve- 
ral other converted Sinners, who after having wept 
and lamented for whole Years together and exbauſt- 
ed the Fountain of their Tears, inquired ; if there 
was nothing to be found 1n all the World which cou'd 


ran 4 in their Souls, ſuch a Source of bitter Waters, 
as 


F 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 24.9 


as would never dry up, but flow all their Lives? Oh 
that my Head were Waters, and mine Eyes a Foun- 
tain of Tears, that I might weep Day and Night | 
Ter. 9. T. | | 

ö Say theſe very Words whilſt Thou art contem- 
plating thy crucifyed Saviour, and ſay them fincere- 
ly, and from the Bottom of thy Heart, and utter 
them with the Accents of thy tendereſt Affections: 
who will make my Head Waters? Oh! how happy 
ſhould I be, if I could but ſee Torrents of Tears 
flowing from my Eyes, to joyn thoſe Torrents of 
the Blood of Gop, in their Courſe thro' every Place 
in which I had ever finned; that they who had been 
Witneſſes of my Crimes, might behold my Sorrow, 
and the indelible Tokens of my Repentance! O all 
ye People, who have ever heard of the Scandals of 
my Life, come and hearken to my Groans and Cries, 
and come and ſee my Sorrows! Behold O my Gop! 
and look upon what paſſes in my Conſcience. I hope 
in Thee even in my preſent wretched Condition, be 
ſo kind as to ſhew ſome Tokens upon me for good. 
At leaſt, refuſe me not thy Countenance, and let 
thine Eyes ſhed upon me that Virtue which con- 
fers Grace and Life. Con/ider and hear me O Lord 
my God. Pſ. 13. 3. 

Thy Gop does behold and hearken to Thee, in 
thoſe happy Moments in which thou perceiveſt the 
Stings and Convulſions of thy wounded Conſcience. 
He will not fail to comfort Thee, by letting Thee 
know in thy own Breaſt, what He has ſo often told 
Thee by the Mouths of his Prophets and Evan- 


geliſts, That thy Sins are FR and blotted e 
1 
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and that not ſo much as a fingle Stain ſhall remain 
in thy Heart. | 

All this I know Divine Saviour; but yet the Me- 
mory of them ſtill remains with Thee. Alaſs! Great 
Gop, tis but {mall Conſolation: that Thou ſayſt to 
me, I pardon Thee! To do this thoroughly, Thou 
who art ignorant of Nothing, oughteſt to find out 
the Means of not knowing what I have done, and 
of forgetting what happened during my unregene- 
rate State. 

For how ſhall I live in the Preſence of that Gop 
who has beheld my Unfaithfulneſs, and who ſtill re- 
members it? Or how ſhall I be comforted, by what 
is told me daily on your Part, that my Sins are 
waſhed away by thy precious Blood, ſo long as 1 
am made ſenſible elſewhere, that they ſtill remain 
before thy Eyes, and will everlaſtingly be there; 
and that even amidſt the Glories of Paradiſe, the 
Inſtances of my Ingratitude will be manifeſt to all 
Eternity. Thou haſt ſet our Miſdeeds before Thee, 
and our ſecret Sins in the Light of thy Countenance. 

Gop who beholds with Pity theſe Fears and 
Diſtreſſes of thy Soul, has kindly prevented them, 
and determined to give Thee compleat Conſolation. 

For during theſe familiar Intercourſes of Divine 
Goodneſs, he ſpeaks to you as a Gop, who by an 
inconceivable Miracle, has enlarged his Power, ſo as 
to forget all, and bury the very Remembrance of 
thy Sins in an Abyſs, whence they never ſhall ap- 
r more. Thou haſt forgiven the Offence of thy 
: 7 „ er — Thou haſt A ruin 
away all i Di pleaſure - or greal is Thy MEYCY. 
PI. Sy. 2, 3. Oc. 4 158 * M A- 
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MAXIM v. 


0 Lord, Father and Governour of my Life leave 
me not — Lay hand upon the Shield and Buck- 


ler, and fland up to help me. Ecclus 23. 
pſ3 2. 


PARAPH RAS E. 


Lo Rx D, my Enemies ſubſiſt ſtill, and attack me 
wit el and Violence than formerly: take up thy 
Shie and Buckler, and ſuccour me ſpeedily.--- 


REFLECTION. 


"Tis not without good Reaſon, O Chriſtian Soul, 
that thou calleſt the Divine Goodneſs to thy Aſſiſt· 
ance. Altho' thy Sins are forgiven, and Gop has 
been pleas'd to accept of thy Repentance ; altho 
thy Companions, after having followed thee in thy 
Wanderings, have not forſaken thee upon thy en- 
tering into the right Way, but are become Imita- 
tors of thy Holineſs; altho'the Complaints of Saints 
and Angels, who during thy State of Unregeneracy 
cryed for Vengeance againſt Thee, are changed into 
Bleſſings; and thoſe Beings who at preſent behold you 
from Heaven, and on Earth, are edifyed by your 

rudent Conduct, and your Perſeverance in your 
— nevertheleſs, — er your Prudence, nor 
Works, nor all your Practice of a Religious Life, 
have been able to cure one of your moſt dangerous 
Diſeaſes, and the moſt oppoſite to a State of Grace. 
All the Tears you have _— have not been able to 
12 ex- 
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extinguiſh, what the Tears of St. aul could not ex- 
tinguiſh in his Veins; I mean the Fire of Concupi- 
ſcence, and the Ardors of your Blood, tainted with 
the Sin of the Firſt Man. 
Ihis domeſtic Enemy reſides in us even in the 
Midſt of our moſt holy Duties; and had Strength 
enough to make Apoſtles and the Elect themſelves to 
tremble, and forced them to confeſs with Sorrow, 
amidſt their greateſt Extaſies, that they feared this 
inte ſtine Foe more than the crueleſt Tyrants, or the 
Devils themſelves: this was the Conflict in which 
alone they doubted of Victory, and ſaw their Dan- 
ger; and tho they fought like Angels, they dreaded 
being rejected as Reprobates. Leaſt when [preached 
to others, I myſelf ſhould become a Caſt-away. 

But whatever Cauſe they had to tremble, their 
Fear was not without Hope, nor their Infirmity 
without Remedy; neither is ours at this Day: when- 
ever we fall, tis our Courage that fails; neither Grace, 

Strength, or other Means are wanting. We are very 
well armed; according to St. Paul, there is no Man, 
but may come off Conqueror in this War. 

1 ſhould be to blame to repeat all that may be 
found in the Goſpels, and the Writings of the Fa- 
thers concerning the Afiſtances we receive from the 
Sacraments, and the Practice of all Chriſtian Virtues, 
againſt the Force of Concupiſcence: behold one 

- Word that is ſufficient, and which counterballances 
an entire Diſcourſe upon this Head: I ſay, that 
among the Remedies proper for our Diſtemper, the 
ſweeteſt and moſt powerful is Prayer, fervent and 
humble Mayer, ſupported by Acts of a generous 
Confidence. When- 
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Whenever you 8 your Enemy in Motion, 
and he advances; fall down before Go p, and beſeech 
Him, to aſſiſt you in the Conflict; but pray to Him as 
David did. Follow the Example, and uſe the. very 
Words of that Devout Prince: I don't fay, ſpeak 
after his Manner, but in his very Words. Be nc not 
ſolicitous after new Expreſſions, but uſe his own, 
and cheifly thoſe which are reckon'd among the moſt 
excellent that ever came from the Heart and Pen, 
of that Man filled with the Holy Gh, during his 
Penitential State: Deliver me from Blood guilline ſs 
O God, Thou art the God of my Salvation" Lord, 
ſays he, I ſigh after the Happindfe of having Nothing 
more to do in this World, but to ſerve, and love 
Thee. If thou art willing that 1 ſhould enjoy Thee, 
Thou oughteſt to grant me this Favor of being « de- 
livered from two Kinds of Blood-Guiltineſs, which 
are equally my Enemies; and tho they re of dif- 
ferent Kinds, yet nevertheleſs they joyn agent me, 
and ſeem to conſpire my Deſtruction 
There is Blood that 7 have ſpilt, Blood infinitely! 
pure and holy, and that is Thine. There is likewiſe 
Blood of another Sort extremely impure, whick flows 
in my Feins and is Part of my Oman; and 
that is from my Parents. 

The jr/# accuſes me of my Sins paſt, aid Auna 
Puniſhment, and proſecutes me to Judgement ; the 
other hinders my Repentance, and the Deſign I have 
to be conſtantly faithful unto Thee, to the Day of 
my Death. 

The one forbids my Approaching thy Phoſerics as 
a Criminal, the other attracts me to the Creatures, 


and 


2% De Qumſeln of Wiſdom! 


and prompts me to Irregularity as a Reprobate and 
incorrigible Wretch. Ons follows me as a Creditor; 
the other ſeizes me as 4 {yrant, One haunts me as 
an angry Ghoſt, that cries for Vengeance; the other 

poſſeſſes me as an infernal Fend. One preſents it- 
elf before my Eyes upon the Croſs, the Other is in 
my Veins: Both combin d againſt me to my De- 
ſtruction; Both terrible and invincible to any Powers 
can bring againſt. them. The One renders the Wic- 
kedneſs of my Sins infinite; the Other my Fall ine- 
le The One makes me unworthy of Forgive- 


and the Other incapable of Amendment. Lay 


land, upon the Shield and Buckler, and ſta nd up to 
help me! Aſſiſt me O Gov, and deliver me from 
my, Tio, Perſecutors : * the One, and ſubdue 
the Ober. 2-03 31% 
{Md this one Triumph of thy Gree; to thoſe 
Victories: thou haſt obtained, fince Sin and 
Death came into the World. Then ſhall my Tongue 
ſing of thy je yo and my Heart, without 
feaxing any more, ſhall repdſe itſelf in Peace, and 
happily paſs the Remainder of its Time, in Wor- 
ſhipping and Loving Ihe. 

Ask O Chriſtian ! and perſevere | in Asking with 
Faith and Humility. | 

Above all right not thyſelf en thy Heart, 
nor concerning thoſe evil Inclinations that were born 
with Thee, and that have encreaſed during thy State 
of Unregeneracy.., 

I know very well, that even now, in your Retire- 
ment, when you ſecretly converſe with Gop, and 
ligen to his Voice, that he requires of you what 1 - 

mo 


| 
{ 
1 


moſt precious, that he demands your Heart which 
is your All: My Son give me thy Heart! and vou 
anſwer as other 8 Converts have done before 
you: Take it O Lord! it is entirely Thine. But Da- 
vid exalts his Thoughts to a higher Pitch, and en- 
tertains a bolder. and more glorious Deſign.” Great 
Gop! ſays he, Thou demandeſt my Heart, but what 
who canſt do all Things, make it better, make a 
new Heart, and give it me to love Thee; then ſhall 
I perform perfectly and conſtantly all that 1 1s well- 
pleaſing unto Thee. 

The Heart that Thou beholdeſt inn! me is guilty 
of many Faults, and unworthy to be preſented unto 
Thee: make me one, into which never Sin entered, 
nor on winch never Spot; appeared; one that is equal- 
ly pure with that of Angels. 

Chri/tian Soul! proſtrate thy ſelf 18 che Croſs, 
ſigh, and make bare thy miſerable Heart tothe Eyes 


of thy Saviour; Truſt not thy own Thoughts, or thy 


own Expreſſions: ſpeak in the Language of David, 
who knew very well how to addreſs a Gop who 
would be loved. Create a clean Heart within me O 
God! Lord, favs he to Him, one of the ſevereſt and 
moſt ſhameful Uneafinefſes that torments me during 
my Acts of Pennance, is, that I {till retain the 'Jame 
Heart, in which my Sins have been committed. 
Without informing myſelf how it is poſſible for 
Men to change their Hearts, I preſume Great Gop! 
to repreſent to Thee and ſay, that the true Way to 
perfect in me the Goodneſs of thy Mercy, and to 
comfort me according to the Extent of my Deſires, 


and 
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and Neceſſities, is to take away his guilty Heart, 
which Thou ſeeſt in my Breaſt, and to give me one 
nen formed by thy Hands. 

Divine Saviour] reform not that which I alread y 
have. Whatever Suge may happen during it's 
Deſtru&ion, Deſtroy it: if thou wouldſt have me 
live, ſuffer me not to Well the Confuſion of living 
with hat Heart, that has loved the Creature, more 
than Thee. Adorable Power! to whom nothing 1s 
impoſſible, create à ne Heart, and give it me, that 
J may live, and love Thee. | 

Take Notice, deyout Soul! that during theſe Ads 
of ſublime: Devotion, the Saints entertain Defires 
that ſeem not ſo well weighed to us, but they are 
nevertheleſs Divine. Several Wonders are perform- 
ed in them; which we with Difficulty conceive and 
explain: notwithſtanding, we comprehend them well 
enough, if we are excited thereby, to humble Our- 
ſelyes, and to. deipiſe Ourſelves to that Degree we 
ought, ſo as to become wel-pleafmg to GoD. Since 
tis He that works in them the Miracles of becom- 
ing Nothing by their Humility, and at the ſame 
Time, of elevating them to an Equality with the 
Holy Angels, by the Means of a vc and Virgin 
Heart, and of exerting in that miraculous Heart, 
Prodigies of Love and Holineſs, altogether incom- 
prehenſible to Spirits of the Nr Claſs here below. 

Let us not attempt to explain the Words which 
Gop has inſpired his Favourites withal, but let us 
endeavour to pour them forth as they have done; 
and with the fame Degree of Confidence and Love 
that we ought, if we ever hope that Gop will hearken, 


and 


r £4. jc f.ce 
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and give Ear to us, when we ſay with them; O God 
create a clean Heart, and renew a right Spirit with- 
in us 


MAXIM VL 


Jam as one that hath found Favour, or Peace. 
Cant.s. 10. 


PARAPHRASE. 


I have found Comfort ever fince Thave been made 
to conhder my Spouſe in two very different Capaci- 
ties: One of them, when He was upon Mount Cal. 
vary, covered over with Blood; the Other, as He 
was and is at preſent, in the Boſom of Gop the Fa- 
ther, from whence He ſhedeth His Love upon us; 
Love as ancient as Himſelf, and of as long Duration. 

I have experienced that He loved me infinitely 
in his ir State; and that He will ever continue to 
do ſo in his ſecond; both which afford me reaſon- 
able Grounds to poſſeſs my Soul in laſting and invio- 
lable Peace in this World; ſince I expect another 
Being in Heaven, that ſhall endure as long as Gop 
Hunſelf. 1 | 

REFLECTION. 


Although your Conſcience does not reproach you 
with any Thing, you tell me, you enjoy not that Peace, 
I ſpeak of: my Fears you ſay are as great as they 
were, in my unregenerate State. All my Prayers, 
my Auſterities, and Alms cannot change the Decrees 
of God's Juſtice, or the Deſigns of His Providence. 
How know I, that I am not 4 Number 1 

; e 
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Reprobare? In order to be perfectly at Eaſe, you 


cannot but defire, that I ſhould inform you, that your 
Name is written in the Book of Life, and that you 
have a Place aſſigned for ever among the Bleſſed. 
In a Word; ſhall I go to Heaven? Gop knows this 
already: I would willing know it too, and be told it 
from one that knew it certainly, and who had Or- 
ders to tell it me from Him, whoſe Mercy and Ju- 
ſtice haye engraven all theſe Truths in His Heart, 
before the Creation of the World. 
My Anſwer Dear Chriſtian, ſhall be the ſame which 
St. Gregory the Great gave heretofore, to a Lady of 
extraordinary Piety, and Quality. This Lady, as is 
common with deyout Souls, being ſomewhat uneaſy 
in her Mind, wrote to this illuftrious Portisf who was 
her Ghoſtly Father, and beſought him, to let her 
know, whether her Sins were pardoned; or that ſhe 
might, or ought to be perfectly at eaſe, concerning 
her Eternal Salvation? — 1 
St. Gregory made her the following reſpectful and 
fincere Anſwer. Sud vero dulredo Tha ſuis in Epi. 
folis fubjunsit ſe mihi importunam fore &c. Ma- 
* dam, ſays he, you threaten me, that you will not 
leave off writing, till I let you know, Gop has re- 
*yealed to me, that your Sins are forgiven; and 
that His Mercy has publiſhed in Heaven the De- 
eee of your Predeſtination, and of your Conti- 
* nuance in his Fayour. I adviſe you not to liſten 
to theſe Suggeſtions: The Trouble you l give your- 
ſelf in writing to me upon this Subject will be to 
< no Purpoſe. To prevent which, and to adminiſter 
<fome Comfort to you, I immediately took _ 
. | " *han 3 
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ce hand, and reſolved upon the following Reply. There 
care two T 1 I know certainly concerning 
„your Query: Fiſt, that Jam too great a Sinner, to 
*be of the Number of thoſe to whom Gop lays 
* open the Books of Eternal Knowlege, or of thoſe 
*to whom He ſends Angels and Prophets, with Or- 
*ders to declare the Secrets of His Providence. Se- 
* condly, that the Information you defire concern- 
ing the Certainty of your Salvation; would ra- 
4 — than e, Aal 10 . 

9 nde, 0, ima Filia! Conſider, 
*beſeech you ky: moſt 2 that Securi- 
te ty is the Mother of Careleſneſs, and that you would 
*be in Danger of ſeeing your Feryors abate and of 
*leflening your Acts of Devotion, if you were al- 
©ready affured of your Reward. Quia mater negli- 
ee gentiæ ſolet effe ſecuritas. 

St. Gregory ſaid well, you reply: but the Favor 
which I Tefire, is, that Gop at the ſame Time that 
he makes known to me, that I am of the Number 
of thoſe who are defigned, and marked out for Pa- 
radiſe, would of his extraordinary Goodneſs grant 
that I ſhould not make an ill Uſe of that Knowlege. 

You add; that this would not be ſo extraordinary 
and unheard of a Favor. I remember to have read, 
what Gop did to Abraham, that He ly declared 
to him, that he was of the j#r/? Claſs of thoſe that 
were to be ſaved. Abraham, /ays God, I know thee, 
for thou doſt belong to me, and ſhalt do ſo for ever. 
He faid ſomething like this to //aac, to Jacob, and 
to Moſes upon Mount Sinai, and to the Prophet Je- 
remy in his Mother's Womb. This bleſſed Infant 
KEE S- knew 
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knew that he was of the Number of the Elect, be- 
fore he was born. All the Apoſtles knew certainly 
that they were of this Number. Rejoyce, ſays our 
Saviour to them,. that your Names are written in 
Heaven. Our Divine Saviour has granted the like 
Favor to thoſe whom he moſt loved among the 
Saints. To the Bleſſed Virgin, to _ Magdalen, 
to St. John the Evangeliſt, to St. Paul; and divers 
others of the following Ages have been told the ſame 
from his own Mouth, or by the Meſſage of Angels, 
that they were expe&ed in Heaven; and that Crowns 
were prepared for them there. St. Thereſa after 
having been ſhewn the Place that was allotted for 
her in Hell, if ſhe had not by the powerful Opera- 
tions of the Holy Ghoſt been perſwaded to retire from 
the World; had the Conſolation and Happineſs alſo to 
ſee the Seat that was configned to her, in Paradi e. 
What Happineſs, what Joy! And how is it poſſible, 
you continue to ſay, to have one fingle Moment's 
Quiet in this mortal Life, if we are not informed 
by Gop Himſelf, or ſome one commiſſioned by Him, 
that He, to whom we are dedicated by Bapti/m, and 
who is in Poſſeſſion of us at this very Time, in Right 
of His Blood, and thro' His all- ſufficient Merits, will 
not ſuffer any Pers of Earth or Hell to raviſh us 
from His Arms, and that we ſhall not periſh ever- 
laſtingly? ? vifo 7 f cru 
Lou deceive yourſelf O Chriſtian Soul! we may 
be Partakers of this heavenly Joy, without a new 
Revelation, or a miraculous Apparition. There is 
no Occaſion for Gop to appear, or that He ſhould 
ſpeak perſonally to you from the Sky: it is * 
tl. MEA | at 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 261 


that you love Him, as other Saints have done. That 
Love will create in you an internal Voice, or a ſu- 
pernatural Inſtinct: St. Paul calls it, the Witnefs of 
the Holy Spirit graven in our Hearts. St. Auſtin, a 
Ray of the Glory of Paradiſe which ſhines in the Souls 
of the Ele&, during their Tranſports of Divine Love. 
Call it what you pleaſe: I ſay, it is an heavenly Per- 
ception, that diſſipates all Uneaſineſs, and chimeri- 
cal Fears in the Imagination; and like the Morning 
Star brings Brightneſs along with it, and occaſions 
a Certainty of Salvation to ariſe in your Breaſt, in- 
dependent of Prophecies,” and Revelations. 
Tiis certain, vou ought not to ſpeak in the Lan- 
guage of Hereticks, nor to utter what borders upon 
Pride and Blaſphemy : I am poſitive that my Name 
is written and marked down among the Names of 
the Bleſſed! But you may ſay, what Divine and 
perfect Love made St. Paul and other Saints ſay. 
My Aſſurance is, that neither Life or Death, nei- 
ther Poverty or Riches, neither the Torments or 
Cruelty of Tyrants, neither the Promiſes or Flattery 
of this World, nor the united Force of Hell, ſhall 
ever be able to ſeparate me from the Love of Je ſus 
Chriſt. Certus ſum. I am aſſured, and I cannot be 
more ſo of my preſent Exiſtence, than that I am 
ſure, by the Aſſiſtance of Divine Grace, I ſhall re- 
main Chriſt's faithful Soldier all the Days of my Life. 
Whilſt I breathe; and whilſt the Breath of God is 
in my Noſtrils. PAT 162 
Tis haughty, and very criminal Preſumption, that 
makes the Proud and Reprobate affirm, #hat they 
are poſitive that Gop has been pleas d to 1 
In; ames 
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Names among the Number of the Elect! and that 
it is not poſſible, they-ſhould miſs their Way to Hea- 
ven! But it is Holy Love that ſpeaks when you aſ- 
ſert, that you will lore Gop as long as you hve; 
and that neither Death or Life, Time or Eternity 
ſhall ever be able to ſeparate you from Him. Al. 
7 He ſbould ſlay me, yet will I put my Truſt in 
The Language of Pride 1s Blaſphemy, and abo- 
minable Rafſhneſs, becauſe it pretends to declare the 
ſecret Things of GoD, without @ ſpecial Revelation: 
Now Gop only can tell, who they are, that have 
their Names written ſecretly and eternally in his 
Breaſt, by his free Election. | | 
The Aſſertion of your Love, is an Act of holy 
Truth, and proceeds from an humble Adoration of 
the Mercy and Grace of Is us CHRIS r. Since that 
ſpeaks only of the Reſolutions it has taken to love 
Gop who made you, and of the eternal and irrevo- 
cable Decrees of Holineſs, which yourſelf finds en- 
graven in your own Conſcience. 1 
Highly value theſe Vows of your Love, don't bu- 
fie . in reaſoning upon the Suggeſtions of a 
fearful Imagination, as they do, who are but Novices 
in this School; who by bad Examples, and ſcrupu- 
lous Reflections are upon their firſt Attempts of this 
Kind, driven into Darkneſs, and Labyrinths of Un- 
eaſineſs, out of which they are never able afterwards 
to extricate themſelves. ee | 
When you ſhall enjoy a State of fervent and per- 
fe& Love, it will be impoſſible for you to examine 
what will be the happy Conſequences of it, or to 
NN. = 
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attend to the Uneaſineſſes or Fears, of your dark and 
fearful Reaſon. 9997 

You will then know the Certainty of your Happi- 
neſs, without ſaying, I know it. You will be reſpon- 
fible for Nothing but your Conſtancy and Perſeve- 
rance; in. the very Words that Grace and Humili- 
ty ſhall inſpire, without the leaſt Tincture of Pre- 
ſumption. You will rejoyce with holy Joy, with- 
out interrogating, or informing yourſelt of whom 
you have learnt, that you ſhall continue conſtant to 
the Day of your Death: and tho in Reality, 20 ar- 
ticulate Voice has told you thus much, yet ſhall you 
enjoy in the Midſt of ſo many Dangers that ſurround 
you, as much internal Repoſe, as if Prophets and 
Angels had been the Heralds to proclaim it. 

You will not hear, it may be, any Voice; that ſhall 
declare thus much; but you. will perce:ve.that the 
Inſtinct, or ſecret Teſtimony of which St. Paul ſpeaks, 
is ſomething more certain than Viſions, clearer than 
Revelations or Prophecies, {wetter than the Conſo- 
lations or Hopes that are adminiſtred to you, by 
your ſpiritual Guides; in a Word, ſomething ſtronger 
and more powerful than all your imaginary Fears. 

In the Midſt of Numbers that periſh, and the 
Noiſe of thoſe who are rejected, that ſhall etcho 
to the higheſt Heaven, and cauſe the Hearts of the 
moſt hardned Sinners to tremble, you ſhall enjoy 
the Peace of GoD's Elect. Ng 

All your Concern will then be, not to doubt, or 
enquire whether you ſhall go to Heaven? but how 
many Years it will be before that happy Day arrives, 
when you ſhall there behold your Beft-beloved? you 

will 


_ < 


264 Bs Conſole of Wiſin: 


will not defire the Angels to tell you if they ever 
ſhall ſee you in the heavenly Nen or if you 
have any Place aſſigned you there! but to inform 
vou of the very Day and Hour of your Arrival. O 
bleſſed Spirits, when will it be? Quando tranſibo 
in locum Tubernaculi admirabilis? you who are al- 
ready in Poſſeſſion of my Beloved, who loves — 
O ye Angels! I love Him equally with you, 
not able to live without my Go, and yet I ſee Him 
not. Hujuru vat, Niliæ Jeruſalem. I conjure you 
O:Daughters of Jeruſalem, Pity my Love, and tell 
me/ wh: that happy Time will —. when I ſhall 
enter into His Courts; into the Place of His Dwell- 
ing, before His Eyes, and within the Arms and Bo- 
ſom of Him, who is my Beſt Beloved, and hs Cauſe 
of all my Sighs and Tears? 1. NA 705 
Tou hall look upon Heaven as an Tuhorithncethet 
2 ght belongs to you, and ſay with Holy David, 
A Aaben 7 they ſaid to me, me avill go into the 
aa be Lord. 0h Lhave alſo heard a Divine Voice, 
ſecretly breathing into my Heart,, and inſcribing 
there the: following Words, Thon ſhalt go imo the 
Houſe f God, and after thou haſt ſuffer d 3 
and Affliction for a Moment, thou ſhalt de 
of this Vale of Tears, and this Shadow o Death, 
and be tranſported into the Regions of Life, where 
thy Joys and Pleaſures ſhall be as laſting as He, whom 
thou loveſt. 
[This is what has been ſaid, wad thought of by Per- 
ſons in the like Circumſtances with thy ſelf. Thus 
they exalted themſelves out of the Reach of Devils, 


a beyond the Diſtreſſes and Fears that A 
a- 
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fillanimous Souls. In a Word, fince you are aſſured 
that your Will is under a right Direction, ſnut not 
your Heart againſt that Peace which is ſent you from 
above; for Angels have pronounced, Peace upon 
Earth, and good Will towards Men. Luke 2.14. 

O my Well- beloved! whence proceeds my Blind- 
neſs, whence my Unworthineſs? From whence come 
my Fears, and how is it poſſible they ſhould enter 
into my Heart amidſt ſo many Miracles of thy Mer- 
cy and Love? | 

It is true, I have been a Sinner, I was produced 
out of Nothing; I am Duſt and Aſhes, an infignifi- 
cant Worm form'd out of the Mire: but Thou O 
Lord art the Everlaſting Comforter! the Almighty 
Protector of thoſe who are in Miſery; and it is Thou, 
who ſayeſt to me, Fear not thou Worm Jacob! My 
Dear Creature! all oyer Nothing as thou art, and 
as Deſpicable a Worm as thou ſeemeſt to be and 
worthy of being troden under Foot, comfort thy 
ſelf: Fear Nothing, fince I am thy Saviour, thy 
Beſt-Beloved, thy Faithful One; 1 have ſworn that 
this World ſhall paſs away, ſooner than that thou 
ſhalt periſh, or that evil Spirits ſhall raviſh thee out 
of my Arms, or any Harm happen unto Thee. U/- 
que ad ſenectam ego ipſe, & uſque ad canos ego por- 
tabo; ego feci, & ego feram. O God, Thou haſt 
taught me from my Touth up: Iwill make mention 
of thy Righteouſneſs. Now alſo when I am old and 
gray-headed, O God forſake me not: Pi. 71. 16,17. 
Tis Thou that ſpeakeſt O Almighty Mercy! and I 
do hear Thee: I know that it is Thou that ſpeakeſt: 


and yet I continue to ask 1f Thou yet loyeſt me, or 
L1 con- 
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concerneſt Thyſelf about me, if Thou beholdeſt m 
Tears, or if Thou heareſt my Voice? and after — 
many Promiſes on Thy Part, as if Thou wert weak 
Man, I. ceaſe not to be afraid and to give Offence 
to the adorable Reality of thy Laus, by my incon- 

ſiclerate Importunitie. e 

O Lord! for the future, rather let me an than 
that I ſhould tremble whilſt under the Shadow of 
thy Wings! Relying upon Thee, and elevated above 
whatever is mortal, I neither fear, I neither hope, 
nor love Any-thing but Thee, Deus auxilii mei, & 
Hes mea in æternum! Thou GoD of my Help, my 
"ge: is gr in Thee. 
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PART THE SECOND: 


CONTAINING THE 


MAXIMS of SOLOMON 


MOST NECESSARY TO BE KNOWN, 


In Order to conduct Ourſelves Prudently and Hap- 
pily in that State and Condition of Life, in which 
it has pleaſed Divine PrRovIDENCE to place Us; 
and to procure Us the Loye of Gop and Man. 
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MAXIM I. 


Wherefore I prayed, and Underſtanding was given 
me; I called upon God, and the Spirit of Wiſ- 
dom came to me. All good Things together came 
to me with her. Wiſdom 7.7, 11. 


1, PARAPHRASE. 
OD having offered me upon my Acceſſion to 
the Throne, all that my Heart could defire 
or imagine; I thought, I could not make a better 
Choice, than to ask, what would be 2 Preſent wor- 
thy the Deity. The Generality of Mankind in their 
Petitions, are apt to ask every Thing but what is of 
moſt Value, and that is /7/dom: Now this was the 
only Thing, that I durſt ſolicite for. O Lord, ſaid 
I, fince it is Thy Pleaſure that I ſhould prefide over 
Thy People, Give me that, which is neceſſary even 
to Thy Self, Viſdom that ſuteth by thy Throne. And 
Wiſdom was with Thee which knoweth thy Works, 
and was preſent when Thou madeſt the World. Wiſd. 
9.9. --- Remember O Gop, that it was Thy Wiſdom 
that aſſiſted Thee in the Creation of the World, and 
enabled Thee to behold all Things, and pronounce. 
Them #0 be very good: tis that alone, this very Mo- 
ment that helps Thee to govern it, and preſcribes 
the Ways and Rules of Thy Providence. O ſend her 
out of thy holy Heavens, that being preſent, ſhe mo 

r 42 
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labour with me. Wd. 9.10. and ſuffer me not to 
govern without her Advice; Thou, who art never 
without her, and who knoweſt, that the Want of 
her, is the worſt State a Man can be in. I called 
__ . _ the Spirit of Wiſdom ca came to me. 


} \ 4 


Rurinetiox.” 


e one may fafely wiſh for the Happineſs of 
the next Life: Aicher! is it forbid to think of that 
of the preſent; Neceſſity often obliges us to deſire 
it, and Gop ſometimes aids us in the Purſuit. He 
has been pleas'd to make it the Portion of His Ele& 
even here below, and to confer worldly Happineſs 
upon them, and ſometimes to make it a Mark of His 
Favour to them, and a Reward for their Perſeverance 
in welldoing. But of all Felicities, the greateſt is the 
Knowlege how to behave ourſelves wiſely in all States 
bo Life, and neither to harm Ourſelves, or our Neigh- 

Urs. ö 
Hiſdom, is in Effect the ſupreme Happineſs of 
Man in this, and the otber World. Tis a general 
Good, that contains an infinite Number of Reme- 
dies, and Helps, of which we ſtand in Need, during 
this mortal Life; and She alone is capable of fur- 
niſhing all Conveniences to him, who knows, and is 
in Poſſeſſion of Her. Whatever is deficient in any 
Perſon, provided he be bat wiſe, no valuable: Re- 
quifite of Happineſs can be wanting. 

At the loweſt, Viſdom may be ſaid to be a Col. 
lect ion of all the Qualities and Virtues that render 
4 Man ſovereignly compleat, and truely Godlike. 


The „ of his —— the Serenity 
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his Paſſions, the Strength and Greatneſs. of his Un- 
derſtanding, the Sublimity and Extent of his Know- 
lege in all the Secrets of Nature; his Elevations to 
the higheſt Source of Light, and his continual In- 
tercourſes with-Gop ; in a Word, the Largeneſs of 
his Heart, always attached to Heaven, and yet ever 
employed here below, in numberleſs Inſtances of Cou- 
rage and Benevolence towards his Fellow-Creatures: 
all theſe are Qualifications great enough to force us 
to confeſs, that the Perſon thus furniſhed, tho he 
ſhould be the pooreſt and the leaſt favoured by For- 
zune in the Place of his Refidence, yet would he be 
the moſt amiable of Mankind; and in Spight of For- 
zune herſelf, the moſt happy too: nay, all that ever 
the greateſt King poſſeſs d, would not come up to 
what he enjoys. For the Merchandiſe it is het. 
ter than the Merchandiſe of Silver, and all the 
Things thou canſt deſire, are not to be compared um- 
ben rg. 3 AA 30) ni uns 1407 vals 

I intend not, Dear Chriſtian, to elevnte your Hopes 
thus far; no, tis a Pitch too high; compute your 
own Strength, and know yourſelf. Miſdom has it's 
Degrees: aim at that, which the Voice of Gop, and 
your own Conſcience ſhall ſuggeſt to you. All that 
I pretend to tell you is, that, if you are not content 
with your preſent Condition, nor have been pleaſed 
with any that you have yet run thro', if you would 
be wiſe at laſt, you muſt endeavour as much as poſſi- 
ble, to cooperate with the Succours and Aſſiſtances 
of Divine Grace, and to be quiet in that State of Life 
to-which you are called; and then your Happineſs 
will be ſo well eſtabliſhed, that no future Con- 
| tin- 
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tingency ſhall be ſh to trouble, or interrupt it. 
Tdont' ſay, that Fhrtune ſhall immediately be pro- 
pitious to'you, or that ſhe will never do any Thing 
that 'may prove prejudicial to your Intereſts: I on- 
ly affirm; it will not de in her Power ny to diſ⸗ 
trels you. 

Tis certain, Misfortimes will happen in the Coun- 
tries where you are, and your Eſtate and your Fa- 
mily may ſuffer; but you will be at Peace within, 
That Part of the immortal Soul, in which Gop has 
ſtamp d His Image, and where Wiſdom has ſet her 
Mark, is exempt from the common Profanations to 
which the reſt of the Man is liable; neither Impa- 
tience, Sorrow, or Pain approach there: tho ſur- 
rounded with Diſtreſs, and Ruin, your Quiet will 
be as entire, as your Innocence. © | 
Lou may give thoſe Leave to weep and mourn, 
the Remembrance of whoſe paſt Sins, or their ill 
Behaviour accuſes them, for bringing upon them- 
ſelves numberleſs Misfortunes The Virtue that 
has hitherto preſerved you from being of the Num- 
ber of the Culpable will not ſuffer you to be ranked 
among the Unfortunate. Whib'ſt they fill the Air 
with Cries of Deſpair, and their Groans eccho to the 
Tempeſt without, you will be all Serenity Within, 
and entirely diſengaged from the Crimes that have 
brought down Judgements upon your Family; which 
15 a happier and more glorious Circumſtance of Being, 
than to be a conſtant Partaker of their Proſperity, 

which may have been only the Effect of Chance. 
In a Word: No Evil ſhall happen to the Juſt ac- 
cording to Solomon. The wiſe and religious Man 
never 


never meets any Accident big endugh to juſtle hin 
out of his Rank, or Duty, or that creates any inre- 
gular motions in him; he may be /en/ible of Noiſe, 
but without Diſturbance to hs Peace; and ſo long 
as his Soul is compoſed, it matters not that his Ex- 
pectations are diſappointed, or his Affairs 1 in gm 
Confuſion. - 

But David ſays more, and advances farther) let 
us not fear to follow him: but affirm as he did, that 
if Ni ſdom be in us, Gop's Goodneſs will not ſuffer 
the Scourges of His Wrath to touch us, nor ever to 
threaten, or approach our Habitations. —＋ 
no Evil happen unto thee: neither ſhall 
come nigh thy Daelling. Pſalm 91. 10. hich — 
is alſo 1 in the following Words, taken from 
the 1 50 Chapter of the Proverbs. 1 4 


M A X IM II. 
Being a Sequel of the Former. 


The Light of the Righteous rejoyceth : Gut the 
Lamp of the wicked ſhall be * out. Prov. 


"3 


By Ws ks 


Taz Illuminations of Wiſdom are not like other 
Lights: For Darkneſs itſelf cannot obſcure them. 


REFLECTION. 


The e greateſt Part, if not all our Misfortunes are 
owing to Want of Forecaſt. What happens to the 
Mm Mer- 
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Merchant, who is ſmpwreck'd for having inadvertent- 
ly quitted his Port, and not dreamt of a Tempeſt, 
is common almoſt to all Perſons in Diſtreſs, who be- 
wail the Loſs of their Law- ſuits, or any other Ca- 
lamities that befall them. They blame Heaven and 
Earth; but the true Cauſe of . Miſery is, their 


own Blindneſs, and their not divin into the Heart 
of Man, and diſtinguiſhing Truth from Falſchood, 
or the Secrets of Fortune wrap'd up in Futurity : 
Becauſe ah knoweſt not the Lime, as the Co) ! 
expreſſes it: Whoever! you be that weep, and re- 
late your Griefs in bitter Complaints of the Barba- 
rity of your Enemies, the Treachery of your Flat- 
terers, and the Injuſtice of your Judges; blame on- 
ly your on Ignorance, and the Slenderneſs of your 
Underſtanding for making ſuch fort Diſcoveries. 
The Thoughts of #7 _ are more extenſive, and 
look deeper into Things. 

Obſerve, tho it be generally ſaid, that all Men 
are born to Trouble, yet the wiſe and religiouſly- 

pry dent Perſon is ſeldom included in this Rule, There 

ome ſecret, Taſting X in us, that makes us imagine, 
that theſe two different Qualities, #7 :/dom and "Pap 
pine/s may conſpire to compleat his Character. We 
think he cannot fail of Succeſs, becauſe he both be. 
haves, and looks as if he orefaw the Iſſue and Event 
al his Undertakings. 0 

In ſhort, as SoJomon's own Motto hab it, Oui 
improviſo didici. I learn't all Things at Sight : fo 
one of the moſt eflential | roperties of Wiſdom, 1s, 
t6:know n], what may happen hereafter, and to 
prevent [Miſchief by a right Uſe of divinely umi. 
nated Prudence. That 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 275 


That ticks not upon the Outſide of Men, or Things: 
But penetrates further than the naked Eye, and diſ- 
covers plainly what is moſt obſcure, and induſtriouſ- 
ly concealed in the human Heart. St. Peter ſpeaking 
of true Wiſdom ſays, it is a Light that /bineth in a 
aark Place 2 Epi c. 1. 19.ñ.. eons 
The Apoſtle hints, that as there are two Lights 
in the Firmament, defigned to inform our Eyes of 
all things that are material and viſible in the World; 
One, the Sum which clearly demonſtrates all Objects 
by Day; the other the Moon, which tho a feebler 
Light, does the ſame thing in the Abſence of the 
Sun; ſo there are alſo 10 other Lights, deſign d to 
make our Minds difcern immaterial and Spiritual 
Subſtances. The firſt, is that great Light of Para- 
diſe, which we may call the glorious Luminary, that 
clearly diſcovers to Us the Grandeurs and infinite 
Beauties of the King of Kings, and all that is incom- 
prehenſible and wonderful in the Myſteries of the 
rinity, and the Incarnation of the Son of Go p. 
The ſecond, which is the er Light, is that Wiſdom 
which emanates and proceeds out of the Boſom of 
Gop, to enlighten us on Earth, that we may ſee 
tho' in a Glaſs darkly, yet furely, ſuch inviſible and 
impenetrable Truths, as are undiſcoverable by the 
weak Eyes of Philoſophy, or human Policy: a Light 
that ſtuneth in a dark Place. | 
'Tis by the Rays of this heavenly Star, that the 
Wiſe in all Ages, in ſpight of that thick Darkneſs 
that has over- ſpread the Minds of moſt Men, have 
been able to fathom the moſt profound Myſteries of 
the Goſpel, as well as thoſe of Nature and Grace. 
- M m 2 Tis 
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Tis under the ſame Direction, if you be wiſe, 
that without the extraordinary Aſſiſtance of Reve- 
lations, and miraculous Appearances, but aided by 
ſuch Conjectures as are ſupernaturally conducted, 
you l dive into the Thoughts of the Heart, and the 
Intentions of the Fyliticiam; by, this you'll be em- 
powered to diſcovet the Deſigns of the. ambitious, 
the Hypocrite, the ſuſpicious — wicked Man, with 
all their concealed Trains of Treaſon and Reſent- 
ment: I ſhall ſee them ſays Jah ſpeaking, to God, 
and {ſhall walk in the midſ of Heme without Fear, 
2 os 40 7 Lighi ſhineth upon me. 1 his 

1 my head, por when by his Light 
7 1 tho Darkneſs. Job. 29. 3.--- 

In ſhort;..be ie. and then you foreſee all dan- 
getous Rvents before they happen, and you need not 
ait fon them as others do with Solicitude, but be 
always in a Poſture of Defence. You; may march 

out and ꝓrevent them with little trouble, and not 
ſuffer them to begin the Attack. | You may do, with 
regard to Domeſtic, Troubles, what Solomon in a 


more wonderful manner did, with relation to tem- 
peſtuous and peſtilential Winds; He knew how to 


ſurpriſe, and ſcatter them, whilſt they were but 
grumbling in their Caverns; and had the Secret of 
preſerving Health, Plenty and H appineſs in his own 
Territories, whilſt other People periſh'd by Sickneſs, 
and Famine. 


Ty be Bah, 


ip gy 


51. 
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PARAPHRASE. 


' Tn nr Man who lives familiarly with his Gop, re- 
fleas Luſtre and Efficacy upon the Grace he receives 
at his Hands. | ri 

e ee + REFLECTION. LN 
'Tis the main Duty of holy and virtuous Perſons, 
to ſet off Religion to the beſt Advantage. Several 
Devotees are miſtaken in this Matter: It muſt be 
confeſs d, that there appear in the Conduct of ſome 
of them, many Indiſcretions, which give Libertines 
Occafion to entertain a mean Opinion of Holineſs. 

I doubt, whether it be an innocent Ambition, even 
to attempt an Imitation of the moſt extraordinary 
and higheſt Actions of he Saints: But I know very 
well, that it is not doing Honour to Religion, to 
pretend to more Holineſs than Gop requires. Be 
not righteous overmuch, nor make thyſelf over-11ſe, 
why  ſhouldeſi thou deſtroy thyſelf ? Eccles. J. 16. 
Non plus ſapere, quam oportet ſapere : ſapere ad Sa- 
brietatem\ It is with Devotion as with Wiſdom; 
whoever thinks himſelf overfurniſned with either, 
is far enough from having his due Proportion. 
I may venture to affirm that it is, this to much 
Sanctity, which diſcredits true Chriſtian Piety, and 
is commonly the Cauſe, it finds ſo little Quarter in 
Civil Converſations. This Miſchief happens not from 
the Devotion of wiſe and holy Perſons; but from 
the apparent Folly of the Superſtitious, and the Falſe 
Glo/Jes of the Hypocrite. 

Not to be willing to go to Heaven but thro' by- 
| ways, 
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ways, and by entertaining Sentiments unknown to 
the Church, and true Theology, To be perſwaded, 
that it is ſcandalous Baſeneſs, not to embrace Death 
rather than break a Days Faſt in Leut; that it is 
not to die, as becomes a Chriſtian, or one of the 
Elect, if we fall not a Sacrifice to our voluntary Mor- 
tifications, or are not as ſevere and cruel to our- 
ſelves as the Perſecuting Tyrants were to the Pri- 
mitive Chriſtians. Theſe Maxims or the like, preach- 
ed up by the Novatians, and Montaniſts of old, added 
no Glory to Religion, or its Followers; but they 
were often of ſingular Uſe to the Broachers of No- 
velties, and ſerved to conceal the Malignity of their 
grow ing Hereſies; They wou'd have us conclude, 
when they ſhewed us their Proſelytes, who had ſuf- 
fered either in their Healths, or Underſtandings by 
their vtrabrdinamy Penances, that this was an un- 
deniable Proof of the Godlyneſs of their Leaders, as 
well as of the Fo/meſs of their Do&rines. 
Be Devout: But ſuppoſing you cannot be ſo, with- 
out bringing a Stain upon true Devotion, or render- 
ing it ridiculous and contemptible in the Eye of the 
World, you had better never attempt it. Under the 
pretence of being thought a ſpiritual and mortiſied 
Perſon, never carry into the Sanctuary ſuch Oddi- 
tres, as may raiſe the Laughter of wiſe People, as 
well as of others, in Spight of all their Endeayours 
to the contrary. Tis a pitiable thing, but what of- 
ten happens, even in ſober Company, that the Actions 
and Conduct of both Male and Female Devorees are 
with great reaſon blamed, and cenſured. 0 
Encreaſe not the Number of them, who * 
nr - ſuc 
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ſuch Reflections: You will infallibly do ſo, if your 
Devotion be tinctured with any Singularity of Be- 
haviour, which the Tongue of Libertines, will take 
the freedom to divert itſelf with, or perhaps the 
Judgement of the moſt Religious may conclude to be 
juſtly reprehenſible. [ 

Without doubt, you will be thought ſuch an one, 
if at your Return 1* om Church, and your long Pro- 
ſtrations before the Altar, you bring back with you, 
your Ill Humour and Reſentments, and the other 
Concomitants of a melancholy and Fantaſtic Tem. 
per. One of the beſt Proofs of an extraordinary Pie- 
ty, is to live in your Family, as wou'd an Angel. 
But if that exceeds your Power, live as becomes a 
ſociable Creature; At leaſt, do not behave, like a 
wild Beaſt, or give your Domeſtics Ground for con- 
tinual Complaints; or reaſon to affirm of you, as it 
was formerly affirm'd of a certain Religioſo, that the 
more he faſted, and prayed, the more inſupportable, 
and troubleſome he grew. 

Remember, that there never was 4 erfedt Saint 
here below, but who knew that 2 Charity, 
and undiſſembled Crvility, were very near a Kin. 

Above all, take great Care, to guard yourſelf from 
a failing too common with thoſe who profeſs a ſpi- 
ritual Life, viz. of reckoning your Conceits and De- 
viations, as Virtues and Duties; or of being over at- 
tached to Rounds of Devotion, or certain ſuper ſli- 
tions Cuſtoms and Performances. 

Drive out of your Soul the Illuſions of Imagina- 
tion, ſuch as the Deceptions, the Anxieties, and Un- 


eaſineſs ariſing from Dreams: nor ever ſuffer any 
Chi- 
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Chimerical Fears, or any Vapours of Earth; or Hell 
to mingle with your religious Duties, where GoD 
wou'd never fee any-thing but what 1s truely Di- 
vine. 

Have an utter Abhorrence of preſumptuous Sin, 
and fly from it ſooner than Death; But be not al- 
waies ſeared at the 'Sound, and Appearance of Evil. 
The Devils often make an ill uſe of the moſt pure 
and innocent Ideas, and form them into the Shapes 
of moſt, enormous Crimes, on purpoſe to terrify ti- 
morous and devout Women; But be not you diſ- 
mayed; nor give occaſion for wiſer People to laugh 
at your Fear, and Miſtakes at the ſame time; as you 
wou'd be ready enough to do at a Child, who ſhou'd 
tremble, and run away from an Iron Serpent, placed 
on the Brim of a Fountain. Now as Nothing is leſs 
Venimous or leſs dangerous than theſe molten Dra- 
gons, that are placed as Ornaments in Royal Pala- 
ces; ſo Nothing is, leſs ſinful, or leſs impure than 
thoſe Reſemblances of Sins, and ſhocking Unclea- 
neſſeſs, which he Devil often raiſes 1 in the Fancies of 
the chaſteſt Virgins. 

They, ſigh, and groan, and defoair, as if they were 
already damned. The Irreligious Mock at their 
Fears. Do you compaſſionate them, but ſtand clear 
of Imitation. Get as far off as you can from this in- 
Zernal Groteſque. 

Freedom, Affability, Fortitude and Wiſdom,ought | 
to poſſeſs the Soul together with Devotion. 

When it pleaſes Gop, to ſeparate any of us to a 
State of Holineſs, and allow us the Privilege of a 


Religious Devoree, He proceeds ox exactly in the 
fame 
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ſame method he did, with the / Saint, he placed 
in the Terreſtrial Paradiſ 0. 

To the Intent, that Adam's Devotion, when new- 
ly created, might not be diſregarded in Heaven, 
and that his Reſemblance to the Animal Creation, 
might not hinder the Angels from loving and re- 
ſpecting him; the Creator at His Formation of our 
firſt Parents, collected All that was great and good 
in the Angelic Nature, viz. Knowlege, Wiſdom, For- 
titude and Goodneſs, and made him a Preſent of 
_— glorious Ornaments. Veſtiuit illum Virtute ex 
alto. Need -274 : | 

A Cloathing which covered ſo well the Deformi- 
ties of his Earth-born Body, that thoſe celeſtial Spi- 
rits raviſhed with ſo many Beauties, fell in Love 
with him at Sight, and from that Moment began 
to deſire and expect his Company with them in Hea- 
ven. Plenus ſapientia & decore, in deliciis Paradiſi 
Dei fuiſti.— 

Which occafioned a Holy- Father to affirm very 
juſtly, that by becoming Religious, we receive by 
the Means of Grace all thoſe excellent and valuable 
—_— which by Nature were denyed us at our 

Irths. 

It would be a Misfortune of the bigeſt Size, if 
the Contrary ſhould happen unto you; and that you, 
who have alwaies been taken Notice of, to act with 
incomparable Senſe in al worldly Affairs, ſhould im- 
mediately, upon your dedicating yourſelf to the Ser- 
vice of Gop, and undertaking. the Exerciſes of the 
Spiritual Life, be metamorphos'd into an uncivil, 
fantaſtic, unſociable Creature. © 

ith Nn None 
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None of the goad Qualities p —— to the human 
Mind, if it were poſſible, ſhould be wanting to adorn 
a State of — Tis a ſad and lamentable Thing 
to hehold great Siuners manifeſt to the Eyes of the 
World, Abundance of Generoſity and Honour; and 
to find there are Religiaus Perſons entirely devoid 
of either; nay-who ſeem to act, as if they were per- 
faded, that to correct the Faults of their perver /e 

2 Tempers, was not to be reckon d among 
the zes of the Chriftian Religion. 

The Way to perfect and unite the Encelieincies of 
which I ſpeak, and to ſet off to the beſt Adyantage 
the Glory of a truely Chriſtian and Spiritual Lite, 
1s. diligently to attend to the Advice of my Text, 
which is one of the beſt Maxims that was ever given 
"as Semen: Ten 


e OP. Tr 


She magutfyeth her Nollity, in . The is con- 
ee wth, Ged. Wi 48.— . 


4} In! EY es 


"PARAPHRASE. 4 


bn” ol ON means, that in Ordert to 1 as we 
1 do in our Devotion, both in the Sight of Men 
els, we ſhould make it our nnn. 

to ales an with Goo. 


"REFLECTION. 


* is certain (ow. is your Maſter ; M and the place 
15 for yau in eſence is the Place of the 
_ under His  Faogool, 


or even beneath No- 
thing- 
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thingneſs itſelf were it poſſible. Nevertheleſs, from 
the Time that you love, and with Mary Magdalen, 
during the Intercourſe of Heart with Heart, you en- 
joy the Privileges of a ſtrong Affection, the Rights 
of this 1 Privilege entitule you to look upon 
yourſelf, in ſome Senſe, as his Companion, and em- 
bolden you to ſay; Dilectus meus mibi, & ego illi. 
I am thine, and Thou art mine. | 
At Church, at Prayers, and during the Celebra- 
tion of the holy Sacrament, approach Him with the 
Submiſſion and Reſpect of the humbleſt Slave: but 
in other Places, and when you are more at Liberty, 
behave as you do conſtantly with thoſe that you love, 
and who love you. Gop is with you exactly in the 
ſame Capacity: tell Him, the ſame Things you tell 
them; entertain Him with your Affairs, your De- 
figns, your Hopes and your Fears, concerning what 
may befall you. Maintain the moſt intimate Fami- 
liarities, and moſt ſecret Communications with Him, 
you are able. Tell Him all, that the Tranſports of 
Love inſpire you with; and dread Nothing ſo much, 
as the ſhewing any Tokens of Fear, before your be- 
loved Spouſe; to whom Nothing 1s more diſguſtin 
than thoſe Miſgivings and Diſtruſts, which holy Sou 
are too apt to fall into. Par Io 
Tis certain, you cannot ſhew too much Reverence 
to your Maker: but fince He is pleaſed to admit you 
to his Love, and that He expects the fame tender 
and holy Returns from you, the greateſt you can make 
on your Part, is to approach Him as you would your 
Friend, and to tell Him your Thoughts with all the 
Freedoms of Reſpe& and an _— Confidence. Speak 
7 n 2 to 
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to Him of every Thing, that concerns you: tho He 
knows it beforehand, yet is He willing to be inform'd 
of it from your own Mouth. As much God as He 
is, it imports Him to know it, becauſe He loves you; 
and there is Nothing that bears any Relation to you, 
but what His Love intereſts itſelf in. 

I fay therefore, that this Intercourſe with Gop, 
| manifeſts the Glory of Religion, and makes us ſen- 
ſible of the Force, the Beauty, and Sublimeneſs of 
it; and compels the moſt haughty Sinners to honour 
and reſpect it. 

And the Reaſon i is, that during theſe internalCon- 
verſations, Gop ſpeaks to you, not as He did to Jo- 
25 , by Dreams in the Night! nor as He did to St. 

aul, by an audible Voice, that was heard by others; 
but as to a well. beloved Spouſe,in Words immediate 
ly directed to the Heart, and uttered in the ſofteſt 
Sighs of the Pronouncer, that is to ſay, in the moſt 
Divine Breathings, and Accents imaginable 

In a Word; Gop uſes the ſame Method towards 
us, during theſe Divine Parlies, as we do to a Friend, 
when we would tell Him a ſecret, in the Company 
of other People, who are not concern'd to know it. 
Me take Him afide, and applying our Mouth to His 
Ear, we ſpeak ſo ſoftly to Him, and ſo near, that 
our. Breath enters with our Words, and at the In- 
ſtant he hears, he is ſenſible of the Warmth, and 
the other Impreſſions of our internal Sentiments 
that ſally out with our Voice: Ducam eam in ſoli- 
* O loquar ad Cor ejus. a 

This is the Method Gop — when He would 


inform a holy Soul, what it ought to do in the ae 
vera 
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veral Occurrences of Life: He entertains it with all 

Things that it is fit it ſhould be acquainted withal, 
and communicates to it His ſecret Thoughts upon 
every Particular; but He does this ſo filently, and 
yet ſo effectually Heart to Heart, that no Body hears 
it but the Party concerned. According to the Pro- 
phet it is not the Voice alone that ſpeaks, but qua- 
i ſibilis auræ tenus; tis a ſoft Divine Breathin 
that ſpreads it ſelf delightfully over the Heart of 
the Perſon; conveying at the ſame Time with its 
Light and Inſtructions, ſuch Warmth and Vigour as 
is proper and neceſſary for a right Direction of Pra- 
ctice. 

I fay ſuch Warmth and Vigour, and other hea- 
venly Qualities: for as theſe Diſcourſes of this in- 
comparable Maſter, are properly ſpeaking Nothing 
but the Sighings of His Heart, and the Breathings 
of His Love; fo are they likewiſe, Emanations of 
His Wiſdom, of His Knowlege and Goodneſs, which 
enter into us, and during this glorious Union, and 
this Intercourſe of Hearts, ſhed there in ſoft Whiſ- 
ſpers, all that a Gop can inſpire of Ability, Grace, 
and Holineſs. 

Yes, ſaid St. Bernard, theſe Breathings and Inſpi- 
rations that come from the Holy Ghoſt, were power- 
ful enough at Adam's Creation, to transform a Sta- 
tue of Duſt and Aſhes, into an immortal Soul, and 
make it become the Image of the living Gop: And 
He breathed into his No 2 the Breath of Life; and 
Man became a living Soul. Gen. 2. J. The ſame Breath- 
ings on Mount Sinai changed Moſes's Countenance, 
into an Angelic Likeneſs, ex con ſortio ſermonts Do- 

ſe mini; 
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mini; and being ſhed upon the Apoſtles, cauſed the 
Holy Ghoſt to enter into their Souls, and conveyed 
to them the Power of forgiving Sins, and curing all 
Diſeaſes incident to Mankind: and He breathed upon 
them, ſaying, receiuè ye the Holy Ghoſt. They are theſe 
Inſpirations which during thoſe happy Moments 
which you paſs with your beloved Spouſe, that ba- 
niſn from your Breaſt all Infirmity, Lazineſs, De- 
ception, and Ignorance; and produce the ſeveral 
_ Graces which make us become Favourites of Gop, 
Angels, and Men. Upon enjoying this Happineſs, 
thou who haſt given ſo many Occaſions to the Sen- 
ſaualiſts, to deſpiſe a religious Life, thou wilt appear 
to them in another Light, and with ſuch ſhining Qua- 
lities, as ſhall even force them to open their blind 
Eyes, and to confeſs, that Devotion adorned with 
the Graces of Jzsus CHRIS r, ſets off Nature greatly 
to Advantage; and that among thoſe Perſons, whom 
we value and admire moſt, there are none ſo worthy 
our Love. and Eſteem, as thoſe who are fincerely 
devout. Genero/itatem ejus glorificat, Contubernium 
habens Dei. | 
And take Notice, ſince we are ſpeaking of this 
exalted Degree of Devotion, that the chief Advan- 
tage of living thus familiarly with Gop, is, that No- 
thing is denyed you ordinarily in Heaven, that you 
petition for, either on your own, or others Accounts. 
I ſhall add but one Word more upon this Head: 
that the very ſame Thing happens in our Addreſs 
to Gop, as does in that to Princes. 
The beſt, and often the only Way to ſucceed in 
our Pretenſions at Court, is 70 ſeem familiar, and to 
ſeize 
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ſeize every Opportunity of delivering ourſelves frank- 
ly upon all Subjects, and with the ſame Freedom that 
we think. 

How often do we ſee in thoſe Places, Perſons of 
the higheſt Birth, and Deſerts, after long Atten- 
dance, and Addreſſes full of Reſpe& and the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon, obliged to depart, without obtaining what 
they ſued for; whilſt a unamite, or an Eſther have 
found their Ways to the Heart, and by their - 
neſs have not only obtained their Defires, but been 
ſolicited to ſpeak boldly their further Wiſhes and In- 
clinations. hea [aid the King unto her, what wilt 
thou Queen Eſther? it ſhall be given unto Thee, to 
the half of the Kingdom. Eſther c.5. 3. 

I deny not, that the humble and fervent Prayers, 
accompanyed with weeping and faſting, and other 
devout Practices of holy Souls in the Churches, are 
very good: they are without Doubt; and often prove 
effectual; but the Secrets of the Wiſdom of God, 
and the Reaſons why ſometimes they are not ſuc- 
ceſsful, are unſearchable, and paſt finding out. 

I only ſay, that it will be an excellent Means to 
obtain your Petitions, if during theſe ſweet Comforts, 
and ſolitary Endearments, ſpiritually reclined in the 
Arms of your Beft-beloved, you ſpeak boldly to Him, 
and ſigh your Defires into His Heart: I ſay that ve- 
ry Sigh may be more ſucceſsful than the longeſt 
Prayers of others, or the many Inventions of the 
molt ardent Affection. 

But remember likewiſe, that ſuch a State as this, 
is that of a Soul that loves nothing but GOD, De- 
light thou in the Lord, and he will grant thy Peti- 


TIONS. 
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tions. Do not, as David adviſes, attend upon thy 
God, as Courtiers do upon their Prince, only for 
Profit and Reward. Seek nothing but the Happi- 
neſs of being in His Preſence; let that be the Ui 
mate of thy. Hope, thy Joy, and thy Life: when 
Gop ſhall ſee in thy Heart, that thou loveſt nothing 
but Him, it will be a ſufficient Inducement for Him 
to hearken to thee; eſpecially when He perceives in 
your Heart, or Memory, the Remembrance of thoſe 
Things, that have been recommended to your Con- 
fideration,; * 1127 


MAXIM V. 
Underflanding is a well-ſpring of Life, unto him 
that hath it. Prov. 16.22. 


PARAPHRASE. 


KNowLEGE is one of the Fountains of Life, to 
him that is poſſeſſed of it. N | 
Ignorance and Death reſemble each other in many 
Things. The Mind'of Man that knows nothing, 1s 
in the Body, as in the Grave: what Life he has, is 
but barely animal, and the Shadow of the /prritual. 
To be ignorant, according to the Opinion of the 
Fiſe-Man, is to be of a certain Species of Creatures, 
who waſte a great deal of Time in their Paſſage from 
the Cradle to the Grave, without knowing what it 
is to live. Perierunt, quaſi non fuerint, & nati, quaſi 
NT. 


REFLECTION. 


As Knowlege is a Part of our Perfection, ſo is it 
alſo an Ingredient of our Happineſs. 
| __ Be 
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Be at leaſt ſo much of @ Scholar as you are obliged 
to, by the Laws of Nature, and Religion, and as 
becomes a well-bred Perſon. Of whatever Age you 
are at preſent, or whatever Degree you hold in the 
World, tis neceflary, if you would maintain the 
Rank of a Gentleman, that you be skilled in Mo- 
ral, and Natural Philoſophy, and the Do@rines of 
Chriſtianity. 

All which you may know eafily enough, and with- 
out liſting under thoſe Profeſſors, who make their 
Markets of the noble Sciences. Tis not at this Time 
of the Day a proper Seaſon to ſtudy under them, or 
to frequent their Lectures: But it is proper you 
ſhould think of Eternity, and that you ſhould learn 
how to be happy in that State. 

Now the Preceptors who can inſtruct you in theſe 
Things, have given their Attendance upon you a long 
Time. At leaſt, it will not coſt you much Pains to find 
them out. They are to be met with, whereſoever 
you are, and they are near enough to throw their 
Advice ſecretly into your Heart. Go no further; en- 
ter a little into yourſelf, and hear what they have 
to ſay. I ſhall ſet down ſome Reflections which will 
enable you to underſtand them better, and to make 
a right Uſe of their Informations. 

Know then, that from the Moment you began to 
live, you have been obliged by the very Laws of 
your Being, to endeavour after the Knowlege of three 
grand Truths: the fr /?, that there is a Gop, who 
made you; the ſecond, that there is a State of No- 
thingneſs, out of which you was produced, and a 
State of Death, to which * going; the _ 
0 at 
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that there is a Saviour Je/ns Chriſt who has re- 
| _ you, and who will raiſe you up at the laſt 


You found at your firſt coming into the World, 
three Maſters, or three Voices ready to teach you 


three Leſſons; the Voice of Nature, the Voice of 


Death, and the Voice of Grace and the Goſpel. 

I intend not theſe as Three ſet Lectures, but pro- 
poſe them to you as three Subjects of Meditation, 
under the three following Maxims. 


* MAXIM VI. | 

It is better to go to tbe Houſe of Mournang, than 

to go to the Houſe of Feafimg: for that 15 
the End of all Men, and the Living will {ay 
it to his Heart. Eccleſ ; Jag 


PARAPHRASE. 1G 50 
1 is better to frequent the Place of Soros and 
Death, than that of Mirth; for'in the former, we 
are taught the ſeveral Obligations we lie under, and 
the End of all Men. 


REFLECTION. 
T fay then in the firſt Place, if you mind know 
perfect! y, what is proper to be known in Chriſtian 
Morality, you ought to ſtudy under, and become 


the Scholar or Death. 
Death ſpeaks not: But it's Silence comprehends 
| all that the Prophets and Apoſtles have ſpoken; and 


contains the fineſt Inftrutions they have left to _ 
an 
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and aſſiſt us in living well, and furniſnes us with pro- 
r Anſwers to all Difficulties ariſing in our be- 
nighted Conſciences. All the Inſtructions of the Ho- 
ly Fathers are dictated to us by Death. And what 
is wonderful, this is done without articulating a fin- 
ge Syllable; nay Death makes us ſenfible of it's Ad- 
vice and Inſtruction in ſo eloquent and forcible a 
Manner, that the holieſt Doctors were never able 
to imitate. | 

This ſays Solomon, It does every Time it appears 
before us, and ſummons us to the Houſe where it 
is; Death points out upon the Face of every dying 
Perſon, the Sentence that is pronounced againſt us 
in Heaven, that we muſt alſo die; and be in a ſhort 
Time in the very ſame Condition, we behold the 
expiring Party. Teſtamentum hujus mundi, morte 
moriemint. 

Solomon's Meaning 1s, that when we look upon 
the Dying, we may diſcover upon their Lips, a cer- 
tain Label, which contains the following Words, 
Hadie mihi, Cras tibi: To Day tis my Turn, to Mor- 
row thine. And this is what the Prophet calls the 
laſt Will that Death draws up for all of us, and which 
it holds out to our Heirs, and the other Attendants 
of our ſick Beds; All read it, and All underſtand it: 
You, O ye Grandees of the World! have often read 
it: and it is upon theſe Occaſions, ſays St. Gregory, 
you have been taught, that the Inheritance deſcend- 
ing to you from your Anceſtors, has been a proper 
Memento of your own Diffolutions; and that your 
preſent Riches, Dignities, and Honours ſhall ſoon 
be as they were in the ON Duſt and _— 

413 0 2 an 
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and Nothing; For Duſt thou art, and to Duſt ſhalt 
thou return. | 

Of all the Progenitors you have had fince the Be- 
ginning of the World, there has not been one, but 
who has fign'd this Will, and left your Inheritance 
upon the ſame Terms. | 

A Will, according to Solomon, for a young Man 
enriched by the Iniquities of his Parents, diligently 
to peruſe, and to make a proper Uſe of, by becom- 
ing the holy and happy Heir, of rich and wicked 
Anceſtors. Memorare noviſſima tua, & in æter- 
num non peccabis. Remember thy latter End, and 
thou never ſhalt do amiſs. 

Read it then; but take Notice, that the main End 
of this Meditation conſiſts not in a bare beholding 
what Death points out to you, but in a ſerious Re- 
flection upon what you have ſeen. 

After Death has ſhewn you whole Armies of Worms 
in a Charnel-houſe, ſwarming upon a fine Face you 
lately adored, and forc'd you to confeſs that that 
ſtinking Carcaſs was your quondam Idol: by that it 
does as it were include all it's Inſtructions in a fingle 
Sentence, and would have you write it deep in your 
Heart, memento Homo, Remember young Man, what 
you have ſeen in the Grave, and the Leſſon you have 
been taught there | 85 

In ſhort; to be perfectly Maſter of this Moral, 
and to know how to live wiſely and Chriſtianly, it 
is not ſufficient to frequent the Company of the Dead 
and Dying. There is no Man, but when he goes to vi- 
fit his Friends and Relations upon their Death- Beds, 
who entertains not then ſerious Thoughts of _— 
fairs 


* 
* 
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fairs of the other World, and forms Reſolutions of Con- 
verſion and Amendment: but the next Day, perhaps 
we find all theſe Kinds of Thoughts effaced out of our 
Memory like Dreams; we remember no more what 
we have ſeen, or what we Yeſterday reſolved upon. 
Ixreligion, Libertiniſm, Yeo maintain the ſame 


Place They did in our Breaſts before; we begin again 
to live like Sinners who have forgot, or who never 
knew there was ſuch a Thing as Death in the World. 
O Mortals, Death cries aloud:! Tis not only at 
Church, and whilſt you bewail the Loſs of a Fel- 
low-Creature, at the Ceremonies: of the Grave, who 
died ſuddenly Yeſterday, without making any Con- 
feſſion, after Years of Impenitence, that you ought 
to ſtudy the Doctrine I teach; no, you muſt often 
ruminate upon his unhappy Deceaſe: Memento. Let 
the Thought of his Death fink deep in your Minds, 
and keep it freſh in your Memories, whatever Al- 
teration of Circumſtances happens to you; and in 
whatever Part of the Earth you are, let the Re- 
membrance of it like a faithful Monitor, be your En- 
tertainment in Company, and let your Mind dwell 
internally upon it. Whilſt Others think of Nothing 
but Mirth and Jollity, do you liſten attentively to 
what that ſhall tell you, and let the Admonition find 
a ſure Paſſage to your Heart. 

It will enter there, doubt it not: as ignorant as 
you may be at preſent, you'l ſoon have no further 
Occaſion for other Caſuiſis to inſtruct you in the Du- 
ties of a Chriſtian Life, or to enquire of them any 
further Directions: your Conſcience will be thorough- 
ly inſtructed, and able to give itſelf proper * 

* r. 


2% e Gr of Wild. 


You'l be under no Neceſſity of difguifing your Sen- 
timents, or of artfully draw ing your Confeſſor to diſ- 

eRemedies againſt your juſt Fears, nor to manage 
him ſo, as he ſhall adviſe you, to carry your Sins 
along with you into the other World. The Fear of 
Death: has made Phyſicians moan; ; and the For- 
eee, / it, Caſuiſts. 

In a Word; let neither nee nor Diverſion 
make you looſe Sight of what I have told you. In- 
terrogate, and converſe with Death; and that will 
inſtruct you in Mardlity better than the moſt rigo- 
rous Authors and Preachers, who write, and ſay, fuch 
ſevere Things in their Books and Sermons, of the 
Dangers of a ſudden and unprovided Paſſage into the 
other World; and — no ſooner are chan got out of 
the Pulpit, but forget; what themſelves have 
taught, and live wi Controul, in a moſt diſor- 
derly Manner. The Emperor Heraclius's Death's 
Head, with the following Inſcription upon the Front 
of it, Thon halt be to morrow,' what 1 am at pre- 
ſent, would be a proper Piece of Furniture for every 
Man's Cloſet. This admirable Caſuiſt, would ſoon 
reſolve all Difficulties of our Conſciences. 


On ' . M M ii 
Wiſdom gave him knowleze of holy things; and 
multiplied the fruit of his 1 an Wild. 
4 | © © 
11 PARAPHRASE. 
Gon beſtows upon the wiſe Man the Knowlege of 


tho 2 and ſhews him to Advantage in all his 
Tranſ- 
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Tranſactions, where the Light of this Divine Know-' 
lege directs him, and places him in the Rank of the 
greateſt Perſonages | 


W242 OP 


I havetold you, that Part of your Happined dating 
this mortal Life, is to get as much Knowlege as you 
can, and that a chief Part of the Knowlege proper 
to your nen as a Chriſtian, is the Study oe Wy 
vin ; | 
You are ſurprized perhaps; at this: W tis 
a long Time ſince you have received this Informa- 
tion, and that you have begun to learn this Task. 
The firſt Leſſons that you heard, after you were 
_ and the firſt Pains that were taken with you 
Cradle, were to teach you to repeat the Ar- 
ticles of the chief Myſteries of the Chriſtian Reli. 

ion. 

: So that, to afſiſt you 1n the Atthinmedr bf that 
happy State of which 1 ſpeak, all that'l ſhall add to 
the Advice then given, is no more than this Re 
tian, who ever thou art, hat you — Roöre in 
your Prayers, when you were but two ears old, 
ſpeak now from your Heart, and ſteadfaſtly believe, 
what you ſay. For as all the Lectures f Darf. are 
comprehended in the Word, Remember; ſo all thoſe 
of the Goſpel are contained, and abriäged in that 
Expreſſion; I Believe. 

Don't ima ine, that in Order to docs a great 
and learned Divine in the School of Aae G51, it 
is neceſſary, you ſhould know the Truths of His 
Doctrine by occular Demonſtrations, or the Specula- 

t10ns 
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tions of your Underſtanding, or indeed, by the Rea- 
ſonings of Scholars, who dedicate their whole Lives 
to the Search of Secrets that are impenitrable. 

The beſt read Doctors know Nothing /cientifically 
in this 1 Theology, but what they know 
by Faith.. 

That you may therefore, be as knowing as they, 
you have no more to do, than ſincerely and hearti- 
ly to profeſs, and devoutly to reflect upon what 
you learnt in your Childhood, and what your Nurſes 
believed for you when they attended upon, and gave 
you your firſt Inſtructions. 

In your daily Devotions, adore with the profoundeſt 
Submiſſion of your Underſtanding what the Holy 
Scriptures teach of @ Trinit 2 7 Perſons, the — 

2 of the Wards and the ur rection of Man- 
k; 

Then 3 a View of theſe unſpeakable M vite- 
ries, throw, yourſelf at the Foot of the Altar, and 
lift up your Mind to Heaven, in holy Tranſports of 
Admuration and Love, and pronounce theſe Words: 
Credo Domine,  adjuva incredulitatem meam I be- 
lieve, O Lord, help thou my Unbelief! Do Thou 
O adorable: Saviour, ſupport my Weakneſs, and cure 
my Ignorance. by thy 1 — by doing thus, I ſay, 

u will become a more knowing Divine than the 

earnedeſt or proudeſt Profeſſors, who talk like An- 
gels of the Trinity, but believe leſs than you, what 
they ſay, concerning that Divine Myſtery. 

3 A ſtedfaſt Faith, and the Apoſtles Creed written 
an your Heart, by the Finger of the Holy Ghoſt, would 
elevate you in a Moment to the very Degree of — 

pineſs 
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pineſs which the Angels would defire to arrive at, 
if they were to live with us in this lower World, 
and do His Will, and be reckoned among His faith- 
ful Servants; their chief Employ, in my Opinion, 
would be this to which J invite you, to contemplate 
and aſſent to, with continual Acts of an obedient and 
reſigned Love, the following Words of the Teſta- 
ment of Jzzus CaurIsT: In the Beginning was the 
Word, and the Word was prune ® John 1.1.14. 

I ſay not this to blame that holy and commend- 
able Curiofity which you have to learn, when you 
are at Church, what 1s there preached concerning 
Divine Myſteries, or what the Learned ſay of them 
in Company, and in familiar Converſation. 

On the contrary; I aſſert, that whatever your 
Quality may be, it is extremely honourable in you to 
underſtand them, ſo far as to be able to expreſs your- 
ſelf wiſely upon them on all Occafions. And let me 
add, that the greater Advantage you enjoy, either 
by Birth or Underſtanding, over the common Peo- 
ple, the more Readineſs you will have to conceive 
theſe extraordinary Truths, and be the more able to 
communicate them to Others, ond make them ſer- 
viceable to your Acquaintance. | 

'Tis certainly a very good Sign, for a Perſon of 
Quality to find himſelf inclined toconfider the Depths 
of the Myſteries of our Religion, and to endeayour 
after a Diſcovery of the Parables of the Goſpel, and 
the Meaning of Prophecies : There muſt without 

Doubt, be ſomething very noble and excellent in that 
Breaſt, which entertains itſelf with ſuch Contempla- 
tions, as are the Delight, and Pleaſure of Angels. 
| Pp The 
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The celebrated Expreſſion of Tertullian, which 
affirms he Soul of Man to be naturally Chriſtian, 
has a particular Reſpe& to great Minds: thoſe that 
are of this Kind, areſuch as are born with a ſecret 
Inſtinct of Veneration for the Perſon of our Blefled 
Saviour, and with a holy Ambition of aggrandizing 
themſelves compleatly, by the Knowlege of the 
Depths of Chriſtian Theology, and the Extenſiveneſs 
of our Saviour s Benefactions conferred upon the Sons 
Indeed, we know twas He alone that has enno- 
bled our Nature; and who from the laſt Degree of 
Baſeneſs into which by the Malice of the Serpent it 
was fallen, even beneath the Nature of the moſt ſor- 
did Animals, has infinitely exalted it above them, 
and all other created Beings, nay the Angels them- 
ſelves, and given us the firſt Degree of Honour, 
among all Creatures both of this, and the other World. 
I ſay infinitely above the Animal Creation, fince 
He endow d us immediately after the Fall, with the 
Uſe of Wiſdom, Conſcience, moral Goodneſs, and 
other Privileges of Superiority over them:  Privi- 
leges coxferr'd upon us by Nature; /o/? by Sin, and 
reſtored by our Redemption: They were. purchaſed 
at the Price of the Blood of Gop, which from that 
Time has ſtampt a Value upon us. O homo erige 
Ze, anti vales! O man lift up thine Eyes, confider 
thy own Exellen cy! 15 | 
I fay infinitely above the Nature of Demons, ſince 
they are obliged to 2vor/ſbip human Nature in the 
Perſon of our Saviour, and to become for ever the 
Worſhipers of Gop-Max, as well as to be * 
1 | ew y 


| 
| 
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by our ſelves, and even by Children, WhO as Mar- 
zyrs, have triumphed over them by the Means of 


the victorious Arms and Graces of our Invincible Re- 


deemer. Apparuerunt humiles mei, Filit puellarum 
compunxerunt eos. | 200 Oy 
Laſtly; infinitely above the Nature of Angels, 
by ſeating our Nature in Triumph in the Place of the 
fallen Spirits, and exalting Man to Heaven, inſtead 
of Seraphins, or other Beings of the firſt Claſs, to 
rule over them, and there to reign for ever their 
Lord and King: Gop willing likewiſe, that all the 
Sons of Men ſhould be admitted as their Com- 
panions, and be made Partakers of their Happi- 
neſs. * m 
Me know allo, that it is He who has determin'd 
that Men made of Fleſh and Blood, born upon Earth 
like other Animals, ſubje& to Death and Corruption, 
theſe dead Men, buried and rotted many Years, that 
were become the Averſion, and Infection of the 
World, that hey! ſay, ſnould ariſe out of their Graves, 
that they ſhould aſcend with Triumph into Heaven, 
and be crowned with the Splendors of Glory and Im- 
mortality; and that hey muſt aſcend there with their 


Bodies, and that the Beauty of their Countenances 


adorned with the Graces of Redemption, ſhould be 
one of the chief Ornaments of Paradiſe, and a Sight 
worthy the Admiration of Angels; and of Force ſuffi- 
cient to make thoſe bleſſed Spirits confeſs, that for 
the future, it would be a Happineſs for them, to 
ſpend a bleſſed Eternity in ſuch Company. 
To know all This, and to receive it with an Air 
of Indifference, and not to perceive ourſelves in- 
P p 2 tereſted 
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tereſted in it, can we do ſo, without being devoid 
of: all Senſe, and Underſtanding ? 
. Jt would be a great Hardſhip to enjoyn you andy 
8. exert Acts of Faith with reſpect to the Perſon of 
op-Max, and not to give you the Liberty of en- 
Quiring of your Teachers, concerning the Wonders 
of the Jucarnation, and the Myſteriouſneſs of GoD's 
7 , Which He is pleas'd 70 explain to the Hum- 
le, but 7o conceal from the Proud and Reprobate. 
What! is blameable in ſome Gentlemen and Ladies, 
and other indiſcreetly curious Perſons, is their Am- 
bition to become ſo very knowing, as to be able to 
harangue in Favour of Here/y, where ever they come, 
and to ſet themſelves up for Judges, and Cenſurers of 
f Noctrine of the Church. 
hat is likewiſe juſtly to be 8 Fault withal, 
the Raſhneſs of ſeveral Perſons, who have neither 
e or Inclinations to conſider, or know 
any thing thoroughly, yet have Levity enough to 
ſpeak boldly of every ching, to the great Offence of 
Men and Angels, that are Inſpectors of their Actions. 
Theſe are the People, who upon the firſt Oppor- 
tunity given, are ready to advance their Opinions up- 
on any Text in the Goſpel, and diſpenſe the moſt {a- 
cred Truths, with a Mixture of the Errors and Blaſ- 
phemies of their own Ignorance and Vanity; and 
taint the Underſtandings of their unwary Auditors, 
who hear, and believe them. | 
Endeavour after the Knowled ge of the Myſteries of 
our Religion, as much as Lou can; make them as much 
as you pleaſe the Subject of your Meditations, your 
1 your Study: But for diſcourſing about * 
x et 
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let me entreat one thing at your hands, that you 
keep yourſelf wiſe and humble, and maintain a pro- 
found Reſpect for Religion in your Soul. As to eve- 
ry thing elſe, you are at Liberty; ſo long as you 
follow this Advice, you'l neither ſpeak, or be ſilent 
in the wrong Place. 

Take Notice, | have here ſet down three different 
Leſſons. That of Death; in the Word Memento, 
Remember : That of the Goſpel; He that believeth, 
fall be ſaved: and laſtly, that of Nature; Look 
and Conſider ,, Peto Nate, ut ad celum ad terram 
aſpicias. 

This third Propoſition will appear to Advantage, 
in the following Words of Solomon, and they are a 
proper Explanation of it. 


MAXIM VIII. 


He hath ſet the world in their heart, ſo that no 
Man can find out the work that God maketh 
from the beginning to the End. Eccles. 3. 11. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Go has left the World to the Diſquifition of the 
Learned: but not one of them has been able by his 
Conjectures to penetrate the Secrets of Divine Wiſ- 
dom, but he, to whom Gop has been pleaſed to 
make the Diſcovery. 


REFLECTION. 


I have ſaid, Learn what the Voice of * di- 
Rates to You; 'Tis that, which without ſending You 
to 
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to the Schools of the Antients, or the Moderns, will 
unfold to you the principal Myſteries of Natural Phi- 
loſophy. She does this, by ſhewing you Heaven, 
and Earth, and all the Creatures therein; ſhe pro- 
claims to you, that they, and you are the Workman- 
ſhip of infinite Power, and that by making you read the 
firſt Words of the Bible: In the Beginning God creat- 
ed the Heaven and the Earth. You are taught In 
the Beginning He who was, created what was not. 
Of whatever Quality You be, and whatever Ex- 
cuſe Pride or Negligence, or multiplicity of Bufineſs 
may ſuggeſt to You, don't diſpence with Yourſelf 
from ſtudying this Philoſophy; there is Nothing more 
honourable than to be acquainted with it, and to be 
able to ſpeak properly about it; neither is any thing 
eafier than to learn it. 


All that is deſired of you, is, that at your leiſure 


Hours, you wou'd open your Eyes, and look round 
you. Peto nate, ut in cœlum & ad terram aſpicias, 
ad omnia que in eis ſunt; & intelligas, quia ex 
uihilo fecit illa Deus. My Son, I only beg one Fa- 
vour of you, that you wou'd contemplate Heaven 
and Earth, and that you wou'd admit the Lights 
ſpringing from thence calmly into your Mind, for 


tion, and Humility. 

Open your Eyes then O Chriſtiaus! confider, and 
in conſidering take the following Trouble upon you: 
Firſt, to examine with your own Eyes, or to be in- 
ſtructed by the Report of faithful Witneſſes, of the 
ſeveral Things which Go p has made in each Ele 
ment, and in every part of the Univerſe. 5 

Go. 


they will bring along with them, Knowlege, Devo- 


Py p<." | > St Doc a 4 its 
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Secondly; that you wou'd prudently refle& upon 
what 1s curious and wonderful in the Qualities and 
Properties of Things: What is ſingular and rare in 
the Productions of the Earth, Rivers, Fountains, 
Minerals, Plants and Animals: in a word whatever 
is any ways remarkable, or that the Eyes of Men en- 
tertain themſelves with here below: That you wou'd 
be at the Pains to know all theſe things; and if it were 
poſſible, to erect a Magazin, or an inexhauſtible Store- 
houſe of natural Curioſities in your Memory, that 
you might give an opportunity to all who heard you 
diſcourſe upon them, to ſay, as was formerly ſaid of 
a great Prince, that he was filled as a Floud with 


Underſtanding. Ecclus 48.14. That a Fond of Know-- 
lege flowed from his Mouth whenever he opened 


his Lips; and that an Infinity of beautiful Thoughts 


came from him, which at once both raviſh'd, and 


inſtructed his Hearers. A Mind furniſhed in this 


manner, wou'd ſoon have the Aſcendant every where, . 


and captivate the Wills of Mankind. 
Thirdly; Remark in every One of theſe Wonders; 


and different Curioſities, the ſeveral Tokens of the 


Beauty and Power of God; and in remarking, ſuffer 


your Heart to mount to your Maker, and to be in-- 
fluenced by the Complacency and Attraction of His 
Grace, which during theſe Tranſports of Love, and 
Admiration, will compel you to ſay with Holy Da- 
vid, O Lord, Thou Gop of Gods, how wonderful 


art Thou, how high and incomprehenſible in thy 


Thoughts, how deep in thy Deſigns, and how pow- 


erful in thy Doings! Oh how glorious, how lovely 


and adorable! Thou art the God that doeth ä ; 
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aud haſt declared thy Power among the People. O 
Lord, who is lib mo Thee? This is the Character 
of true Philoſophy, which terminates all its Specu- 
lations in Acts of Divine Love, and the Encreaſe of 
Holineſs. 

Whereas, falſe and corrupt Philoſophy ends in No- 
thing, but Preſumption and Ignorance, and makes 
its Profeſſors more proud and ignorant than they 
were before they begun their Studies. 

Another Difference of theſe 72yo contrary Philoſo- 
phies, is that which I invite you to apply yourſelf 
to, being wholly taken up in contemplating and ad- 
miring what Gop is pleaſed to exhibite to Us of his 
Works; and the other buſies itſelf, in prying into 
what Gop wou'd not have us look into, but on the 
contrary, what He wou'd have hid from our Eyes. 

'Tis ſtrange! Divine Wiſdom has concealed ſeve- 
ral Things in the Creation, that are not proper for 
us to know. And yet the Philoſophers of the latter 
Sort, undertake to find them out; now Gop per- 
mits them to do ſo, that they may be their own Tor- 
mentors, and ware out their Lives in running this 
dark Labyrinth, in ſearch of what they will never be 
able to diſcover. | | 

Indeed they do hut ſearch: For all that they can 
do day and night, 1s but to endeayour to pry into 
the Depths of Being, and the Nature of Subſtance; 
and to gueſs at thoſe Myſterious Secrets which Gop 
has ſo carefully wrapt up in eternal Obſcurity. The 
Misfortune 1s, they will prate, and they will peſter 
the World with what hey thin about them. Their 
whole Buſineſs in the Schools, is to publiſh their Sen- 

| timents; 
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timents; and then appealing to the Croud below; to 

fall foul upon one another in their Academical Diſ- 
quifitions, in hopes one Day or other, to have the 
Honour of having beſt conjectured and gueſs d at, 
(in ſpight of Gop himſelf) the reaſons of His Con- 
duct, and the Diſpenſations of Providen ee. 
It was upon this View, that Solomon penn d the 
following memorable Maxim: Mundum tradidit Diſ- 
Putationt eorum. | God, ſays he, who ſuffers Kings, 
and Armies of a hundred Thouſand Men, to beſiege 
a Town, or poſſeſs a Plot of Earth, fuffers likewiſe 
theſe Aſſemblies of DoFors to diſpute about an Atom; 
and He permits theſe learned Gentry for thouſands 
of Years, to weary themſelves out, in endeavouring 
to comprehend: the Diuiſibiliiy that is contain'd in 
the point of a Needle, or what ſpring ſets he Sun 
a going, what occaſions the Hux and Reflux of the 
Sea; or gives Motion to the Animal World? If it 
be one Great Soul extended from one end of the Uni- 
verſe to the other, or a Multitude of little indiviſible 
Ones that blindly flutter and fly every where, and 
ſet all into Motion, and by their eternal Rotation 
produce this Variety of Actions, Sounds, Light, Co- 
lours, Smells, and the ſeveral Phenomenaes in Na- 
ture, and all this without the help of Reaſon, Un- 
derſtanding, Contrivance or Deſign? This it was, ex- 
claims Solomon, together with the Labours of the 
Ambitious, the Uneafineſs and Solicitude of the Co- 
vetous, that made me declare all to be Vany, and 
the Madneſs of Men, obſtinately wedded to obey 
the Dreams of their Paſſions, and their Pride, and 
to paſs their whole Lives in ſuch a manner, only to 
| Qq per- 
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perſuade. their Fellow-Creatures, that they had i In- 
deed dreamt of Truth.” 

- ”'Tis a fine ſaying of St, Auſtin, that the Pythago- 
rases and Democrituses took a great deal of pains in 
their Studies to form and poliſh their particular 
Schemes and Fancies, and then came into the Pub- 
lick Schooles, and in their Diſputations, wiſely and 
gravely called one another Fools. 

Diſpute with them upon their reſpaRve Theſes 
and Opinions, or rather exerciſe yourſelt with them 
for your Diverſion; and to relieve Jour Mind from 
the Fatigues of more ſerious Buſineſs. 

It muſt be owned, a wiſe Man does not forfeit his 

Character when he publickly enters theſe Liſtis for 
his Diverſion, or does not give his Friends too much 
Trouble to defend their Opinions, or force them diſ- 
gracefully to quit a bad Game: But don t fancy how- 


. - ever, if you manage this Sport never ſo well, that 


you miſt needs. be profound Philoſopbers: No, we 

ſhall never truly and fully deſerve that Appellation, 

_ we make the Philo Nene of Angels in Heaven, our 

len. here below: and the man 9 he 
ou | 9; 


1 ! and ee. | 
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How rei] 7% thy Name: for that ſhall c. con- 
, Zinue with thee above a thouſand great Are rea- 
ure o Gold. Eeclus, 43: dom ar > 
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of your Reputation, which will out-laſt your Life, 
and flouriſh when you are in the Grave. | 

Death will transfer your Riches into other hands; 
Time will deſtroy your Manfions, and your Works. 
Nothing will follow. you into the other World, but 
the Merit of your good Actions; and Nothing will 
remain after — upon Earth, but the Character you 
have acquired by the Wiſdom of your Behaviour, and 
by the good —— you have ſet others. Conſtant- 
ly employ yourſelf to grow as rich as poſſible in theſe 
Acquiſitions; and let it be a Conſolation to you up- 
on your Death- bed, that you were born of honour- 
able Parents, and that you never did any thing to 
tarniſh the Reputation of your Family. 


REFLECTION. 

Have regard to thy Name. When you are well 
ſpoken off in Company, or by the common People, 
and you are highly eſteem'd in your Place of Refi- 
dence, don't reckon much upon it; it may be chance, 
or what 1s worſe the Intrigue and Contrivance of 
your Friends, that ſet you out in ſuch Colours; and 
your Greatneſs may be entirely owing to their Inte- 
reſted Commendations, and officious Untruths. But 
when Reputation comes by the Bleſſing of GoD, who 
diſpoſes the Minds of Men to put a Value upon your 
Perſon, and to take Notice of what is Praiſe-worthy 
in your Actions; then receive it with a particular 
Regard; and remember, that it ought to be account- 
ed your chiefeſt Treaſure. T 75 

Preſerye it tenderly, tis your Duty to do ſo. But 
do not look upon it as the U/tzmatum of your Hayes 
and Deſigns. EC ou 
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Lou ought to know that this Reputation is your 
8 and that tis impoſſible to turn either your 
Eyes or Thoughts upon it, or to fix them there a 
Moment, without turning from the Sun, , and loofing 
fight of him. There is Nothing more glorious he 
Man, when he pants after Heaven, and walks in the 


Paths of Righteouſneſs and Innocence, than to be 


followed with the Praiſes of the People and Accla- 
mations of Eſteem : But it wou'd be a Scandal to you, 
to be alwaies rurning after theſe Shadows, or that 
they ſhou d be the only Motives to your Duty, or 
give the Spring to your Affections. 

To ſpeak ſhortly, and clearly; to take care of your 
Reputation, is not to be deſirous that Mankind ſhou d 
praiſe, and continually commend. you; but it is to 
be fond of doing Nothing but what is pleaſing to 
Gop, and that 755 the Value of Good Men, and 
He 1 5 7 Approbation of your own Mind. 

It ought to be wholly indifferent to you what Eſti- 
mation Men or Angels put upon your Actions: But 
you ought to lay out all your Care in the Performance 
of them, ſo as that they may deſerve to be regarded 
in Heaven, and on Earth. 

Indeed, if yon take Notice af ie the moſt Illuſ- 
trious Princes and Prelates, are thoſe who do-not 
make getting of Riches, or Publick Fame he ſole 
Eud 15 all their Actions; but yet, who finiſh all they 
undertake ſo well, and gracefully, that tho'they give 
themſelves no manner of Trouble about what the 
World thinks of their Doings, yet oblige it at the 
ſame time, to take a Delight in what they" are about, 
and to give them Es due Commendations. * 
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The Difference of their Management from others 
is, that the Ambitious in all their Heroic Performances 
ſeek only the Satisfaction and Pleaſure of being prais d 
by their Neighbours: whilſt hey, tho' they are not 
inſenſible of that Delight, yet grow not coyetous of 
it; they a& upon an-incomparably more charming 
and honourable Principle, and it is hat which in- 
fluences, and fixes them. 5 

Let this be your Model to act by, O ye Great Ones! 
in the ſeveral Places you have any Intereſt in. Have 
Regard to thy Name. He is unworthy the Degree of 
a Noble, who 1s not nicely ſcrupulous about his Ho- 
nour. Now this Solicitude conſiſts not in a Fondneſs 
to be praiſed; nor in being Angry with others that 
fail in their due Reſpects towards you; but in being 
heartily diſpleas'd at yourſelf, when you commit any 
thing Forreigu to your Character. 

The Occaſion of your Anger and Reſentment 
ſhou'd not take its Riſe, from other Peoples know- 
ing the Irregularities of your Life; but from the long 
indulgence yourſelf has taken in the Commiſſion of 
them, and the Unwillingneſs you ſtill ſnew to ſtand 
clear of them. Don't reckon thoſe Delinquents, who 
obſerve and 2 of them: Every one is at Liberty 
to do ſo, in ſpight of your Threats and Complaints. 
Your own Conſcience, Heaven, and Mankind are 
three Witneſſes, that you'l never have a Right, or 
be able to hoodwink, or filence. The Criminal 1s 
within you, 'tis your own Heart, which ſhamefully 
taints your Reputation and Perſon by it's {ſcandalous 
Offences. 

So long as you appear in this Condition —_— 

theſe 
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theſe three formidable Inſpe&ors, and when you 
bluſh for being ſo ſeen, blame not the Lookers on: 
blame rather your own blind Ambition that has 
uſh'd you upon ſeeking the higheſt Place in he 
Church , and that you ſhould ſeat yourſelf in She point 
of View, when you are all over an Object of Horror, 
and unworthy the Rank you pretend to: ſince you 
are ſo fond of Greatneſs, and Nobility, act nobly, and 
imitate thoſe that are ſo. 
lImitate them I ſay, you who are Magiſtrates and 
Prelates, when you appear upon the Bench, and on 
your Thrones. Remember, that there is nothing 
more ſcandalous than to be ſeen in Publick with z- 
famy about you; nor any Thing more ridiculous than 
to wiſh to receive Honour in ſuch a Condition: ſeek 
not Honour, but let that find you out. Reconcile 
theſe two Duties. 13 
It ſeems the Angels either cannot, or at leaſt do 
this with Difficulty. However, tis the moſt im- 
portant Bufineſs of your Life, tho not the moſt diffi- 
cult to be performed. All the Difficulty, according 
to the beſt of my Obſervation, conſiſts, in well regu- 
lating your Thoughts and Intentions, during the Exe- 
cution of your Offices, and doing nothing out of vain 
Cory to conciliate the good Will and Eſteem of Men, 
nor any Thing that may preyent them from fincere- 
ly reſpecting you. 9 I 
M henever you refuſe to commit an Act of Injuſ- 
tice, and chuſe rather to die than betray the Inno- 
cent, or to barter Right, ' thro' Fear or Affection; 
don't ſatisfie yourſelf only, with Cato's Reflection: 
what will Rome fay of my Baſeneſs? But anſwer 
| your- 
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yourſelf as Judas Maccabeus did: if I ſubmit to my 
Fears, what will God ſay, who has commanded me 
not to diſhonour my Country, nor the Glory of fo 
many wonderful Victories, by one baſe Action? Let 
us not fly from them, but die bravely. - Aſis ut 
fugiamus ab illis, moriamur in virtute noſtr4. 

Dying Cato, in hopes that the Roman Government 
would for ever celebrate the Manner of his Death, 
became the Martyr of that Republick. But in re- 
ſembling Circumſtances, do you become a Mart 
of the Living Gop: defend your Honour with Vi- 
gour and invincible Courage, and maintain it to the 
Death, not becauſe 'tis for your Reputation to do ſo, 
but becauſe tis for the Glory of Gop, the Ediſica- 
tion of the People, the Preſervation of the Publick, 
and the Intereſts of Religion. | 

In ſhort, tis your Duty to do whatever deſeryes 
to pleaſe Men, but in pleaſing of them, to take care 
you do nothing, but what may ultimately pleaſe Gop. 

So that, whoever you be that live among Men, 
expoſed to the Eyes of Heaven and Earth, and the 
Approach of all Sorts of Perſons, who with Tears 
and Sighs throw themſelves at your Feet, and ſue 
for Juſtice, take ſpecial Care that you don't endea- 
your by deceitful Geſtures, and other Inventions of 
Falſehood and Vanity, to procure the Eſteem and 


Approbation of thoſe who apply to you, or politi- 


cally engage them to take you for a Perſon of Ho- 
nour and Honeſty. Think of nothing ſo much, as 
how to manage your Buſineſs according to the Rules 
of Conſcience, and to perform all your Religious and 
civil Obligations as in he Preſence of Gop: but 7 a 

orm 
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form them with that Decency, that whatever Ad- 
vantage you may propoſe to yourſelf in the Under- 
taking any Affair, you may gain more Reputarior 
than Riches; and that all who treat with you, may 
be ſatisfied with your Manner of doing Buſineſs, and 
be very well pleas'd with the Tokens of Honeſty, 
that appear in all your Words and Actions. 

Get Riches, and procure the Love of Others, 'tis 
God's Will you ſhould do fo : but in your ſucceſs- 
full Moments, always let your Thoughts be in Hea- 
ven. In all your Actions, and upon every Advice 
you receive of the Succeſs of your prudent and ver- 
tuous Management, lift up your Soul to Gop, and 
rivet in your Mind the Deuiſe that Otho the Great 
had always in his View: The Shadow of my Hap- 
pineſs is to Fo ſe Men, but my ſubſtantial Happi- 
neſs is to pleaſe God. 

Tis this Sort of Reputation which makes every 
Man happy, and lays the Foundation of Honour and 
Peace in all Families where we fee it eſtabliſhed. 

Thou who art a pore Tradeſman, or Peaſant, tho 
thou haſt but ſmall Means, yet ballance that Want 
with 2 clear Reputation. Without caring what Peo- 
ple fay of thy Circumſtances, live in that Manner 
as may oblige thy Neighbours and Acquaintance to 
ſpeak honourably of thee, and to grow better by thy 
Example. | 
The neighbouring Gerzry, and the proudeſt Lords 
may be edified thereby: ſooner or later, hey will 
find themſelves forced to own, that you are a Man 
of Honour, and much more ſo than themſelves, if 
they have 1% Conſcience, or Je/s Command _ 

/ their 
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their Paſſions than you. Nobility is often a pur- 
chaſable Commodity; but a generous Heart, or the 
Reputation of an Honeſt-Man is not to be bought. 
No, that is come-at-able only by a modeſt Behaviour, 
Sincerity in our Words, and by the Wiſdom of a ju- 
dicious Conduct, and an inviolable Fidelity. Have 
regard to thy Name: for that ſhall continue with 
Thee above a thouſand great Treaſures of Gold. 


A NM RR 
Give me neither Poverty, nor Riches. Prov. 30.8. 


| PARAPHRASE. | 
$0OLOMO N fays, give me neither extreme Po- 
verty, nor Abundance of Riches. I am afraid of 
One; and the Other ſtrikes me with Horror. One 
is apt to lead Men into Abeiſm, and metamorphoſe 
them into Devils; the Other turns Men into Beaſts, 
and makes them he Reproach of Human Nature. 
They are two Pits dug out of the Earth, and are 
the two great Entrances of Hell. Fools run blind- 
ly into One, and precipitate themſelves therein by 
their Prodigalities: and the Proud and Covetous 
run greedily into the Other, and damn themſelves, 
by taking a great deal of Pains to arrive at their 
Journys End. N 
True Satisfaction is only found in the Place where 
Wiſdom dwells, and that is a middle State. Of all 
Conditions of human Life, that is the moſt ſecure, 
the moſt honourable, and moſt tranquil, which is 
placed between Affluence ws" Indigence, and DP 
: r ar- 
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ther. that is pohble from the ne of ei- 
er p tors 
| nnn 10 

bY Brom: the Beginning of the World, and even at 
this Day, it has been generally thought, chat the 
Happineſs of Mankind in this mortal Life, conſiſts 
in the Poſſeſſion of great Riches. However, ſeveral 
ſeem to have very different Sentiments of this Mat- 
ter at the Hour of Death, and ſpeak of it as Perſons 
that have been entirely miſtaken: but whatever they 
then ſay; among thoſe who have been recovered by 
the Aſſiſtance of the Phyfician, we find very few 
who do not return again into the old Way of think- 


be, ee that the richer a Man is, the hap- 
pier he is, ſticks cloſe to us all our Life long. Saint 
Auſtin ſays, we ought to be dead, before we can 
Learn toi deſpiſe what we To. much worſhip here be- 
low: The Contempt of Riches, is the firſt Change 
made in our Minds —— we depart out of this ann, 
and paſs into Eternity. 

Let us antedate that Time, and n now thoſe 
Truths which! ought not to be /eſs underſtood by 
the Members of Chri/?'s Holy Church, than they 
are in Hell by the Devils and Damn d. 

The Divinely inſpir d Opinion of the wiſeſt of 
Men, is, if we would be happy in this World, al- 
ways to keep the golden Mean, without being Rich, 

or Poor, without Want or Superfluity ; ſuch a State, 
as is free from the inſeparable Locafineſſes of 700 
much; and 700 little, in which we might live quietly 
= the Prudence of our own Management: ſo — 
| ter 
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after many Years ſpent thus calmly and devoutly, 
we might be tranſlated to a happy Eternity, there 

to enjoy a Life ſtill infinitely more deſireable 
Regulate your Practice by this Standard. Take 
the proper Means to acquire the Happineſs of having 
neither more, nor leſs than is convenient for Per- 
ſons of your Rank; endeavour after ſuch an Eſtate, 
as may enable you to paſs your Days in Tranquili- 
ty, and with Reputation, and ſo that you may be 
in a Capacity of performing both to yourſelf and Do- 
meſticks the indiſpenſable Duties of Juſtice and Chri- 
ian Prudence. Deſire juſt enough to do all this: 
but at the ſame Time, covet Nothing that may in- 
flame your Ambition, and the reſt of your irregular 
Appetites. % Ot: 15/6 oven 98 bl 
The Paſſions are as ſo many Furies laid aſleep, and 
chained up within us by Virtue, but which are ca- 
pable of being awaken d, and rouſed up by he Chink 
of Gold. Then they immediately become outragious, 
and beat themſelves againſt their Chains, ſo ſoon as 
they are ſenſible that your Coffers are furniſhed with 
proper Materials, to entertain them. The Silver 
that you count over, and they ſee in your Hands, 
makes them grow mad; they will never be under 
Command, but when you are under an abſolute In- 
capacity of ſatisfying them. Reduce yourſelf by 
your Charity to a State of Indigence, and let that 
glorious Incapacity be one of the Examples you ſet, 
and one of the Legacies you leave your Children. 
In a word; embrace this as one of your uſefulleſt 
Maxims: Give me neither Poverty nor Riches; nei- 
ther too much, or too little. Theſe. are but two 
, | RY 2 Words; 
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Words; tho equally Neighbours to the greateſt E- 
vil; and when they take Poſſeſſion of us, they mark 
us with the dreadfulleſt Character, they _ ſer up- 
on the Forehead of any of us. 
Dont wait to know the Miſeries of a yl expe- 
rimentally; get informed of them w ilſt you enjoy 
your Liberty. It is ſufficient to be furniſhed with 
Eyes, and barely! to: behold the Lives of the Poor 
and the Rich, to know what it is to be like them; 
and ever By dread CR 117 ar of their Con: 
ditions. r 
Take N. einen tho you ſhould be one dich thoſe Per- 
ſons who grow Rich on a ſudden, and are honoured 
with the Titles of the Nobility, that all the Advan- 
tage you would have over thoſe of a middleing For- 
tune, would: be Night and Day to be involved in 
more Trouble and Vexation ; to ſee more Sycophants 
at your Table, more Vanity and Folly in your Train, 
more unneceſſary Furniture, more Noiſe in your Fa- 
mily, more Uneaſinefs'of Mind, violenter Paſſions, 
more Sins upon your Conſcience, and more to repent 
of When you come to die ink = 
All the Millions that you could ever be Maſter 
of, would never be able to purchaſe: you 4 fecond 
Body; and ſo long as you could have but oe; you 
would have no Occaſion for zzyo Houſes, three Ta- 
dles, much leſs for bree ſcore Servants to attend you. 
This Multiplicity of Cares and Expences will be 
only ſerviceable to your Dependants: and you will 
experimentally ind the Truth of the Wiſe Man's Aſ- 
ſertion, hat they who labour moſt to enrich them- 


n labour the leaſt for their own Benefits. 3 
10. ; at 
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That you may the better be able to judge of the 
Truth of theſe Propoſitions, make yourſelf Judge of a 
Diſpute, which once happen'd between a diſtreſs'd 
Beggar,and avery rich Per ſon : Pauper & dives obvia- 
verunt ſibi, They Both met one Day, and an 
portunity offering, in the Preſence of'a great deal of 
Company,they harrangued upon the Advantages and 
Diſadvantages of both their Conditions, and drew 
the Parallel never drawn till then. 

The Poor Man maintain'd, that Poverty deſerv'd 
the Preference, and undertook to prove his Point 
ſo clearly, that his Opponent ſhould heartily give 
into the Truth of what he ſaid, and openly confeſs 
as much. | 

He ask'd Him, which was the moſt eligible or ho- 
nourable State, or free'ſt from Pain and Care, to be 
obliged daily to provide Proviſion for himſelf alone, 
or for Threeſcore, or an Hundred Mouths? 

To have nothing but what was given as Alms; or 
to poſſeſs nothing, but was acquir'd by Extortion? 

To be prey'd upon by Vermin, or to be eaten up 
by a Hundred Servants, who have nothing elſe to 
do, but to deyour you at your own Table, and when 
that is done, to throw your Bones to the Dogs, and 
abandon your Intereſts to the Fury and Avarice of 
your moſt powerful Adverſaries? 

To be call'd Raſcal, and accuſed of Lazineſs by a 
fat overgrown Citizen, who refuſes you Charity; or 
to be reckon'd a Thief or an Extortioner where you 
prefide, and forc'd continually to hear the Voice of 
Blood, and behold the Tears of the undone Multi- 
tude, who call lowdly upon Heaven for Vengeance 
| againſt 
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againſt you, and proclaim you their common De- 
ſkroyer ? 

In ſhort, which is moſt to be fear d, to be damn'd 
for the Sins of Bea/?s, or the Sins of Devils? and 
which of the u Atheiſts will be ſeverer treated in 
Hell, He who never acknowledged Gop in a State 
of Diſtreſs, or He who never acknowledged Him, 
in his Proſperity, and in the Midſt of Affluence? 

I don't know how you may determine this Diſ- 
pute; but this I know, that Solomon has already de- 
cided the Matter by the Help of a Divine Decree; 
viz. That of two Paths that lead to everlaſting De- 
ſtruction, the fineſt and moſt pleaſant, is not one jot 
better than the other. One of his Commentators 
adds, that in Hell, there are ſeldam ſeen but tv 
Sorts of Perſons, thoſe that have been extreme. 
Rich, or extremely Poor. oh 

A voluntary Poverty inſpired by Devotion and ſup- 

rted by Grace is worth more than the Indies, and 
is the direct and eaſieſt Road to Heaven. There is 
always in this good Path a Number of Religious 
and Holy Saints, and ſuch as are moſt ſtrictly at- 
tached to the Imitation of JesUs CHRIS. 
Riches wiſely. manag'd, and righteouſly laid out 
in Chriſtian Charities, are another Way that will 
carry us far into a State of Holineſs: but here it is 
difficult to keep our Footing. 

They who are not diverted out of this Path, are 
the Eledt of Gop, and go on to perform Wonders, 
thro' the Aid and Aſſiſtance of the all-ſubduing Grace 
of JEsUs CHRIST. 
However ſmall your /zcome may be, after having 
| di- 
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divided what is proper among your Children and Re- 
lations; Remember that you have Friends, who have 
been ſerviceable to you in your Needs, that the Poor 
have prayed to Gop for you, and that your Guardian 
Angels and the Church require each a ſmall Portion, 
of the good Things, which Gop has given you. Diſ- 
tribute ſmall Portions, if you are not able to do bet- 
ter: it matters not; you will be accounted as great 
a Saim, as thoſe of higher Quality who are more 
pompous in their Benefactions. The little you give, 
however little it may be, is of as great Value before 
Gop, as the moſt exten/zve Charities. Theſe Libe- 
ralities ſo differently look d upon below, will be equal- 
ly rewarded in Heaven. 


MAXIM XI 


Be in peace with many: nevertheleſs have but 
one Counſellor of a thouſand. 

A faithful Friend is the Medicine of Life. Ec- 
clus 6.6,16.--- | 


PARAPHRASE. 


ONE Wife, a few Children, fewer Servants, ma- 
ny Friends, 1s the Golden Number that includes the 
principal Happineſs of a Family. 

Our Body 1s ſubje& to Diſeaſes, which ſhorten this 
mortal Life: and our Soul has alſo ſomething, which 
renders its Immortality unhappy. The Remedy both 
for one and the other, is a faithful conſtant Friend; 
but we muſt fear Gop, if we expect to find him. 


R E- 
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| REFLECTION. | 
The having many Friends may be reckoned Part 
of our Happineſs: nay it ought to be eſteem'd as 
a conſiderable Advantage. Friend ſbip is equally va- 
lued 201th Life in the Breaſts of all wiſe Perſons. With- 
out it, Immortality itſelf would be but the Shadow 
of Being, or the Beginning of a Death, which would 
never have an End. "Tis Solomon's Aſſertion; that 
a Faithful Friend is the Medicine of Life. 
Have Friends, find them out; but know how 7s 
diſtinguiſh Mankind, and make a good Choice. Don't 
buy, but deſerve them; a purchas'd Friend, will be 
of no more worth to you, than an Enemy, who is 
ready to make Sale of you. 
Now the Way to deſerye them, is not to be always 
a viſiting, or importunately ſoliciting them, Don't 
run after them, but wait for them. It is with Friend- 
ſhip as I have heretofore told you, it was with Re- 
putation and Honour: They are Shadows which are 
not to be catch'd by purſuing, or ſtriving to chain 
them up. 523 
The whole Secret conſiſts in Attraction. In all 
your Converſations manage ſo, that a Number of 
excellent Qualities, well-pleafing to God, may ſhine 
forth in your Soul, without the leaſt Tincture of Va- 
nity, or a Deſign to pleaſe Men. 1 | 
The only Counſel Wiſdom gives you in Attempts 
of this Nature, is ſo to behave yourſelf at home and 
abroad, as becomes a Man of Honour and Conſcience; 
and that the Manner of entertaining your Acquain- 
tance may be alwaies ſo edifying, that they can ſee 
no- 
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nothing but what is commendable in your Conduct; 
or what may at the ſame Time create in their Breaſts 
a Deſire to merit your Friendſhip. Look up to Hea- 
ven, ſeek after Gop, endeayour to pleaſe Him; real 
Friends will then ſoon find you out, and make you 
ſenſible that Virtue which obliges Great Souls to love 
you, is a Chain, which neither Fortune, Deſtiny 
Time, Death or Eternity is able to break.. / 

Practice what I tell you: Love, and be Lovely: 
Procure as many Friends, and as few Sycophants as 
you can. I ſay, as many of the former as you can. 
Your Glory and Advantage confiſts not in engaging 
two or three Perſons by your Complaiſance and your 
Money, to reſpect you; there is no Thief nor wicked 
Wretch alive, but who has two or three of this Sort. 
We are diſtinguiſh'd from this kind of People, by 
the great Number of thoſe who love and value us. 

Iis true, a Multitude of Confidants is dangerous: 
Solomon adviſes us to have but one. Have but one 
Counſellor of a Thouſand. 

Two Confidants are a great many; but an Abun- 
dance of Friends 1s neither too much, nor even 
enough; there is no worthy Perſon who does not 
deſerve them, and who does not defire more than 
he has. Copy after the Example of Joſeph. 

This 'amiable Perſon was the very ſame at Cour/ 
in the midſt of Nobility, Philoſophers, and the great- 
eſt Men of the Univerſe, as he had been in Yiſon, 
ſurrounded with Theives and Murderers, moſt en- 
tirely beloved of all who beheld hum. Let your Tem- 
per, the Charms of your Mind, and the Benevolence 
of your Diſpoſition be ſo extenſive and obliging, that 

8 among 
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among all thoſe, who approach you, tho there may 
be ſeveral who are not admitted into. your Secrets, 
there may not be one, who does not perceive an In- 
clination to ſerye you, and rejoice when an Oppor- 
tunity preſents of doing ſozʒ 
This kind of Relation grows ſo much the more 
neceſſary, the greater your Poſſeſſions are, and the 
leſſer Need you ſeem to have of it. Deceive not 
yourſelves O ye Grandees of the World! the more 
powerful and independent you ſeem to be, the greater 
Occaſion you have for others to ſupport your Pre- 
tences; for nothing but Ruin and Deſtruction muſt 
be your Portion, if you truſt to your own Legs for 
your Support. Tis true, what Plato imagined, that 
our Souls are immortal and independant Beings; but 
they are neither impaſſible or invulnerable. 

The Soul of Man, tho' of divine and heavenly Ex- 
traction, yet finds itſelf involved in many Difficul- 
ties during its ſojourning here below. Imagine a Tra- 
veller benighted in the Middle of a Deſert, without 
a Guide; a Priſoner in the deepeſt Dungeon, with- 
out Credit, Advice, or Comforter; a fick Perſon up- 
on the Ground without a Phyfician; a dying Wretch 
in the Street without Prieſt or Sacraments; a Corps 
upon a Dunghil without a Grave and abandon'd as an 
unknown Carcaſs, deprived even of a little Earth to 
cover it, and not ſo much as one Tear to bemoan its 
Loſs: [llamentatns atque in ſepultus, quaſi cadaver 
putridum. This is a proper Deſcription of a Mind 
left to itſelf, which may reaſonably exclaim with 
holy Fob My Brethren are put far from me; my 
Kinsfolk have failed, and my familiar Friends have 
Of Ot, & 


for- 
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forgotten me. They that dwell in my Houſe, count 
me for a Stranger: I am an Alien in their Sight; 
and they whom I loved moſt, are turned againſt me. 
Chap. 19. v. 13,14, Ge. | 

In a word, it is neceſſary you ſhould be belov'd. 
The Aſſiſtances that you may expect from your 
Friends, equal in Number almoſt, the Days you have 
to live. For of thoſe Days, according to the Wiſe 
Man, ſome will be Days of Labour, and others of 
Repoſe; the former, will be full of Fear and Dan- 
ger, Misfortune and Deſpondence; the latter of Hope, 
Succeſs and Proſperity : But all of them, without a 
ſingle Exception, will be Days of Affliction, when you 
are left alone; but of Comfort and Happineſs, when 
you enjoy the Society of your Friends. 1 
The ſame Things will happen to you as have hap- 
pen'd to our Fathers, and Grand-fathers, and even 
to ourſelves and others daily. In the Time of Ad- 
verſity, we are not ſenſible of Half our Sorrows, when 
others grieve, and heartily lament with us: In the 
Time of our Proſperity, our Joy is never compleat, 
but when we communicate our good Fortune, and 
ſee it reflected back upon us, in the chearful Counte- 
nances of thoſe we love. It is even more delightful, 
according to the Sentiments of generous Minds, to 
weep upon Days of Mourning, and to have our Friends 
mingle their Tears with ours, than to rejoice at our 
Succeſs alone, and to be deprived of proper Perſons 
to whom we might tell the Accidents of Life, and 
who would' be fincerely pleas'd with the good News 

we told them. |. : 4 oil 1207 e 
Put an infinite Value upon thoſe Perſons, who take 
812 your 
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your Griefs and Joys into their very Souls, and in- 
tereſt themſelves in all your Affairs and Diſtreſſes 
equally with yourſelf. Value them I ſay, for they 
are the choiceſt Jewels in Nature. There 1s nothing 
ſo common as Friends; all of us have Multitudes 
of them; but what are all theſe in the Day of Trial, 
but an Army of Deſerters, and Run-aways; a Flock 
of Pigeons, whoſe Captain is the Bird that flies ſwift- 
eſt at the leaſt Approach of Danger? where is the 
inſeparable and faithful Compamon to be found ? 
where is the Eagle that dreads not the Thunder? 
It may indeed be ſaid, that you are wanting to 
yourſelf in like Circumſtances. As clear ſighted as 
you may be in what concerns the Publick, or your 
Friends, you are blind with relation to what con- 
cerns yourſelf. If you pretend to the Conduct of 
your own Affairs alone, without communicating your 
Thoughts to any Body; you'l never underſtand any- 
thing. All your Contrivances will end in Miſtakes : 
And like a ſick Phyfician, you'l be able to do nothing 
more than to expect your own Diſſolution. In ſhort; 
| Be at peace with many. nevertheleſs have but one 
Counſellor of a thouſand. According to the W:/e 
Man's Advice, have as 'many Friends as you can, 
__ let but one out of the Number be your Confi- 
l NE. YO 
he never ambitious in your Friendſhips; procure 
the beſt and moſt valuable Friends you are able. But 
be perfectly indifferent out of what Cla/s of Men 
you make your Choice: exalt yourſelf above the 
higheſt of them all, by a /toical Diſpaſſionateneſs. 


M A- 
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MAXIM XII. i 


Every one ts wiſe i in his work. Ecclus 37: 2 


PARAYHRAs E. 


Taz: are wiſe, who attend that Buſigeſs, which 1 


it has pleas d Nature and Providence | to align them. 


REFLECTION. 


If you deſire to be great and happy, you muſt 
Jelibarats about that State of Life you ought to fol- 
low, make Choice if it be poſſible, of that, which 
beſt becomes, and is moſt proper for you. 

Chuſe well: ſurvey and confider yourſelf: diſco- 
ver what is moſt peculiar to you: examine your Mo- 
tions, your Inclinations, your, inmoſt Thoughts, and 
the moſt ſecret Turnings of your Heart, and endea- 
vour to find out what your natural Inſtinct prompts 
to, and where Heaven and Nature point the Way. 
In a word, know well what you are, and ſuffer- not 
the Talent of a Man, born to perform great Things, 
to be concealed from yourſelf under the Diſguiſe of 
an Artificer, or a Merchant; nor ſuffer that to. be- 
fall you in this Reſpect, which happens too often 
every where. There is no Country but what has had 
People oſ extraordinary Talents live and die in it, 
without knowing their Worth, or even, the Parties 
themſelves being appriz d of it; becauſe they wer 
of a Profeſſion, not proper to ſhew themſelves; in. 

The Loſs of great Men is what. happens, every 


where. Now the moſt lamentable neee 
this 
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this Affair is, when no body is concern'd at it, or 
miſſes them, or ever knew they had ſuch a Treaſure. 
Take notice, that Gop is not only the Author and 
Inventer, but alſo the Diſpoſer of our Profeſſions and 
Employments; at leaſt, 'tis His Providence that un- 
dertakes to mark out in every Country Perſons capa- 
ble of exercifing them, and He makes Choice of ſuch, 
upon whom he has from their Births conferr'd Qua- 
lities proper to make them ſucceed, and become fa- 
mous in their Generations. And let me obſerve to 
you, ' that there never was any Perſons among us, 
_ exttaordinarily-uſeful and profitable to the Kingdom, 
but thoſe whom Accidents, good Fortune, or a ju- 
dicious Choice of their Friends had ſettled in Em- 
loys, which Divine Wiſdom had befors and quali- 
fyed them for. an 141924 7. 
Tis not to be tots bur ut this Time, as well 
as Heretofore, there are in Paris, and other Parts of 
ſeveral young Men naturally endowed with 
extraordinary Gifts and Talents, that deſtine them 
hereafter to become Generals, Biſhops, Magiſtrates, 
Doctor, Architects, Painters, each incomparable in 
his Way; and who may prove an Honour to their 
| reſpe&tive Nation, by uſing gloriouſly the Powers 
one are, or ſhall be entruſted with. 
ut ſo it happens, thro the Iniquity of Fortune, 
Gt the Want of Opportunity, or the Folly. of young 
Perſons, or in ſhort, thro' the Neglect and Short- 
Kaese of the Directors of Youth, every one 
chuſes the Condition of Life improper for him; he 
that was born a Painter, buys a Commiſſion; ano- 
ther that would have made a good Architect, turns 
5 Mer- 
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Merchant, becauſe his Father was ſo before him; 
he that would have been a good General, ſeizes a Mi- 
tre: it ſo falls out likewiſe in ſeveral Cities and Ki 
doms, where Providence had formed with His own 
Hands great Gen, | and qualifyed them to have 
wrought Wonders, that there is nothing ſo ſcarce 
as Men of ſhining Qualities, and Maſter- Pieces wor- 
thy of Admiration. 

The greateſt Part of our Palaces and Cabinets are 
enrichd with the Works of Antiquity. . The little 
we think worthy our Admiration at preſent, are the 
Remains of the Ancients, which ſeem only to have 
come into our Poſſeſſion to — tho unjuſtly, 
the Feebleneſs and Poverty of this Age. 

There are great Men 07, but the Greatneſs of 
ſeveral does not appear. T hey are the Gifts of Hea- 
ven, and valuable Plants: tis their Misfortune that 
they ſhould be born, and that they ſhould remain in 
Deſerts, amidſt Oakes and Brambles, there to pro- 
duce nothing but wild and bitter Fruit. However 
we ought not for this, to accuſe our Age of Baren- 
neſs; nor to prefer the Days of Alerander, or Au- 
| guſtus, before it. 

If there be any Shame 1n this, it ought to bu laid 
at their Doors, whoſe Negligence and Blindneſs hin- 
der them from making proper n and Diſcove- 
ries. 

But it may be ask d us, where are the Achilles, 
the Virgils, the Ciceros, the Catos, the Ariſtotles, 
the Raphaels, and Michael. Angelos &c? We an- 
ſwer, theſe Architects, theſe Orators, theſe Poets, 
theſe Philoſophers, theſe Heroes, and all the — 

on- 


Wonders of the World which you enquire after, ate 
now, where formerly were thoſe Great yuntißs, and 
Enperors, the Marcians, the Juſtins, the Agatho- 
cles, the Bennets; the Gregorzes, the Siætuses, be- 
fore they were advanced to their Thrones: They 
are in our Shops, in our Villages, poor Shepherds 
looking after their Flocks; but we know them not, 
neither do they know themſelves. 
It ſeems then, that a lucky Chance only can find 
out and diſcover theſe Treaſures: however, let me 
tell you human Induſtry illuminated and animated 
with Zeal for the Publick Good is capable of doing 
a great deal: if our State ſmen would make a pro- 
per Enquiry after ſuch as are born with a Genius for 
Bufineſs, few would be loſt in Compariſon; and they 
would do laudable Service to the Countries over 
which they preſide. ft 

They knew formerly the — How to diſcover 
the valianteſt and moſt renown'd' General in Anti- 
quity, when conceal'd in the Habit of 2 Woman, and 
when he 1magined himſelf to be, what he appear d 
to be, a Lady in Dreſs, and Education They knew 
how to diſcover under the Habits of poor Shepherds, 
the celebrated Paris, the Grand Crus, and the ad- 
mirable King of Judea: had they never known any 
other 'Dreſs,: What would they have been? We ſtill 
admire them, tho they have been dead two or three 
thouſand Years, becauſe they acted in their proper 
Fpheres, and reigned.” If every one was but to do fo, 
how happy would the World be; how many. excel- 
lent Perſons ſhould we ſce in it, and en that would 
1 their Character? 

In 
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In ſhort; Every one is wiſe in his own Work. And 
no one will ever be wiſe or act with Abilities, but 
who exerciſes the Profeſſion deſigned for him. 

When Aathocles was young, and work'd in his Fa- 
ther's Shop, and made earthen Ware, he was an in- 
ſupportable Raſcal and good for nothing; and had 
certainly ruined the Family, by his Diſinclination 
to, and his Ignorance of the Trade he then profeſs d. 
Agathocles, was born to Reign. This may ſeem 
ſtrange; but Fortune had no ſooner ſeated him up- 
on a Throne, than he became one of the greateſt, 
and wiſeſt Kings of Sicily. 

Another Prince who ſucceeded but ill in the Art 
of Government, whoſe Grandfather had been a Shoe- 
maker, paſſing by the Shop of another of the ſame 
Trade, where a Youth of a good Family and a great 
deal of Vivacity was bound Prentice, and perceiving 
that the Youngſter handled his Tools but odly; he 
laugh'd at him, and told him,that the Leather would 
ſuffer under his Management,and that he would ruine 
his Maſter. Tis true Sir, replyed the young noble 
Artiſan; but if every Body were to profeſs the Bu- 
ſineſs that was proper for him, I ſhould not deſtroy 
my Maſter's Leather, nor you loo ſe whole Provinces, 
or ſuffer your Kingdom to be ruin'd. 

I own that Nature generally furniſhes Perſons of 
High Birth with excellent Qualities and noble Souls; 
but this Rule is not without Exceptions. And it 1s 
very rare to find among People of Quality, ſuch as 
are eminently skill'd in Arts and Sciences. What 
I affert is, that he is a Y/i/e Man, who profeſſes 
his true Trade; and one = Solomon's fineſt Ma- 
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xims is, That Every One is wiſe in his own Work. 

An Eſtate, Friends and Buſineſs, are Things a iſe 
Man may defire and look after: but too ſtrong a Paſ- 
fion for — Poſts and immenſe Riches, is a great 
Misfortune and Blindneſs whenever it poſſeſſes the 
Mind of Man. 


MAXIM XII. 
I have ſeen Servants upon Horſes, and Princes 
walking as Servants upon the Earth. Eccleſ. 
10. 7. 


PARAPHRAS E. 


J have ſeen in the Streets of Jeruſalem Servants 
richly clad, and mounted upon fine Horſes, and in 
their Train, Princes on Foot, like Slaves, and the 
common People who lately adored them, gazing at 
them, with the utmoſt Contempt. 


REFLECTION. 


Whenever you ſee Perſons of low Birth, without 
— — or Merit, exalted to Poſts, that you 
think you have a Right to pretend to; don't quar- 
rel with Heaven or Providence about it. Remem- 
ber, tis the nobleſt Inſtance of your Courage, to be 
able, and willing to ſuppreſs the * of Anger, 
and Jealouſy that are apt to ariſe in the human Breaſt, 
pen ſuch Occaſions. 

I know theſe Stroakes are ſevere enough, and the 
more ſo, for coming unexpectedly. What ſeems to be 
moſt mortifying, is to be forc d to obey theſe Cattle, 


and to dad m put over your Head, when they 
ſhould 
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ſhould be under your Feet; ſuch Wretches! that 
their own Beaſts if they had any Senſe, would bluſh 
to ſee upon their Backs, and refuſe to carry them. 

All this T am ſenfible of; but however, I main- 
tain, you are in the Wrong to complain. Theſe Diſ- 
orders have been in the World for fix thouſand Years, 
and why ſhould you be aſtoniſh'd at them? They are 
the Miſtakes of) Fortune, who is: blind, and knows 
not what ſhe does. Let us bear them calmly, and 
quietly. Greater Men than ourſelves have 1uffer'd 
as much in former Ages, and ſeveral are in the like 
Circumſtances at this very Day; and if the Number 
of Unfortunates be any Conſolation to others, who 
are 1n the like Caſe, there is not in the World a kind 
of Miſery, that has more Comforters than this. 

How often in a Day do we meet in the Streets of 
Paris, what Solomon ſaw in thoſe of Jeruſalem; Ser- 
vants upon Horſes, and Princes walking upon the 
Earth? Wretches mounted upon their Horſes of 
State, or lolling in magnificent Chariots, who if 
they had their Deſerts, ſhould be oblig'd to carry, 
or draw thoſe Perſons of Honour they meet on foot, 
in their Way ! 

How many of the poor Supplicants that preſent 
their Petitions with Tears in their Eyes at our 
Benches of Juſtice, ought to poſſeſs the Places of 
thoſe Idols, which they there adore? How many 
very learned and religious Prieſts offer Incenſe in 
the Churches to ignorant and wicked Tools, that are 
ſeated upon Thrones? How many great Men of all 
Profeſſions are left in Obſcurity, without Employ- 
ment, without Reputation, without Credit? - 

ST A er- 
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| Perhaps, the Reader may be one of this Number. 
Tis your Misfortune to be overlook d, to live un- 
known, or not to be regarded at all: but what ſigni- 


. © files this, zf your Name be written in Heaven, where 


there are better Things laid up in Store for you, than 
all you deſign d for 1 had you been never 
ſo ſucceſsful in your Undertakings here below. 

Upon theſe Occafions, inſtead of running to your 
Friends to complain, fall down before Gop; and 
learn from that adorable Comforter that you are not 
debas'd, by the Eleyations of ſuch Men; but that 
you would be really little, if you ſhould permit the 
Diſquiets and Uneaſfinefles of Jealouſy to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion of your Heart. For theſe inward Troubles 
would be an open Confeſſion, that you preferr'd their 
. Proſperity to your Firiue ; and that you thought 
they were more happy in a Circle of Fools, that 
ſeem d to honour and reſpe& them, than you were 
in the Company of Gop, who adminiſter d Comfort 
to you, and knew your Merit. | 

In theſe divine and delightful Converſations, take 

great Care, that you ſhew no Tokens, that you ima- 
gine, the Favours conferr'd upon the Wicked and 
the Undeſerving, are worthy the Confideration or 
Concern of a good Man. "5 | 

Let it be rather the Subje& of your Laughter, 
than of your Uneafineſs, and Reſentment : and re- 
member, how the Prieſts manage in China, when they 
go into a Statuary's Shop to purchaſe an Idol. 

If they find there a majeſtic Figure, well enough 
made to repreſent a Deity, they deſpiſe it, and leave 
it behind them: but if they meet a deform'd ridi- 


culous, 
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culous, ill. ſbap d, horrible Figure, they buy it at any 
Rate, and place it in their Temples to be adored as 
the Divinity of the Country. Thus is the Practice of 
the World: conſider what ought to be yours; and 
judge if you have any Reaſon to be concern'd at any 
Thing theſe blind Idolaters do. 

In ſhort, ſo ſoon as ever you feel the firſt Motion 
of Concern upon theſe Occaſions, fly for Advice in- 
to the Arms of true Wiſdom, and behave yourſelf 
in ſuch a Manner, as He may vouchſafe to ſpeak to, 
and comfort you. 

He will tell you, that altho' the Wicked, ſhould 
ſurpaſs you in Power and Riches, you would not looſe 
an Inch of Advantage, that the Nobleneſs of your 


Mind, or the Rectitude of your Actions had given 


you over them in Spight of Fortune. He will in- 
form you, that he Stars which are under our Feet 
in the Day- time, are infinitely higher than we are 
in our Poſition, fince they are nearer Heaven: and 
tho' they ſet in the Morning, they are nevertheleſs 
exceedingly elevated above the Greatneſs and Beau- 
ty of this lower World, fince even in their Declen- 
fions, they remain for ever fixt in the Firmament. 

Wiſdom will tell you further, that it is no Diſho- 
nour 70 Gold that it lies buried in the Bowels of the 
Earth, whilſt Yeather-Cocks of baſer Metal make a 
Figure upon the Tops of Palaces; or that Gold in 
the deepeſt Mines ceaſes to be the Chief of Oars : 
that a religious and learned Man tho hid in a Cave, 
and ſolitary in a Deſert, would for all that, be ſupe- 
rior in Merit to all thoſe little, proud, deſpicable Crea- 
tures | that Faction, and Hypocriſy place at the Head 


of 
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of Publick Affairs. The Wiſe have the fame Opi- 
nion of Riches, as the 2 have of great Men, and great 
Employments; that for the moſt Part, they are the 


ſoreſt Miffortunes that can happen to any Body: 
this will appear from the following Maxim. 


MAXIM XIV. 


gathered me alſo Silver and Gold, and the pe- 

— Treaſure of Kings and of Provinces : and 

whatſoever mine Eyes defired. --- And behold, 

_ all was YVamty and Yexation of Spirit. Ec 
n 8, 10, II. 


ain 


I knew from my Infancy what Experience teaches 
other Men: that we come into this World with a 
ſtrong Defire after Happineſs. I ſearch d after it, 
and did all that I was able, to diſcover the Place of 
its Refidence. 

J interrogated thoſe Princes who were look'd upon 
as the moſt fortunate: I was inform'd of their Opi- 
nions, and ſurvey'd their Conduct: I faw what they 
did, and they were no Strangers to my Actions: we 
were Models to each other; and I found in the Con- 
clufion, that both T and they run about the Earth, en- 
deayouring to ayoid Trouble, that met us at every 
Turn, and in Queſt of Happineſs which is no where 
to be had but in Heaven. 

Alfter the Complaints of Poverty, Sickneſs and War 
had entirely ceas'd in my Palace, and Dominions, I 


procured the moſt yaluable T reaſures of India and 
Ara- 
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Arabia, and the Curioſities of Europe and Aſia to be 
brought into my Kingdom, I amats'd together the 
Riches and Delights of all Nations, hoping to find 
Happineſs in theſe Acquiſitions: but 1 was diſap- 
pointed; all that I could do, ſerv d only to put me 


at a greater Diſtance from it, and encreas'd my Diſ- 
treſs. Behold, all was Vanity, and Vexation of 


Spirit 
REFLECTION. 

Tis but ill Management, in our Search after Hap- 
pineſs, to imagine, that we can ſo order Matters, 
as to be entirely free from Misfortunes, or to have 
nothing elſe to do in this World, but to ſit down, 
and enjoy what we poſſeſs. | 

Solomon practiſed after this Manner, and made 
himſelf Maſter of his Wiſhes; but for all that, he 
ſoon repented of what he had done. For whatſoe- 
ver mine Eyes deſir d, I denyed them not. I gave 
my Heart, ſays he, all that it defired of me, with- 
out Exception. But, Amazement! The Moment 
it had Nothing further to ask, it began to be unhap- 
py; and thoſe Emoyments ſo much coveted, became 
Grief, and Bitterneſs. N 

Don't fancy, O Chri/tian' that when you are poſ- 
ſeſs d of what you have been looking after many 
Years, inſomuch that you have Nothing more to 
defire, that you ſhall have no Subject of Complaint: - 
you will begin complaining at that very Inſtant, and 
you will perceive, that it is a very ſore Evil, to be 
deprived of future Hopes and Defigns. Among the 
Wretched they are moſt worthy of Compaſſion, whom 
Fortune has left Nothing elſe to do, but to 1 * 

er 
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her firſt Favours, and to ſupport themſelves in that 
happy flouriſhing State ſhe has placed them in, with- 
out having any Perſon to diſpute their Pretenfions. 
It ſeems in effect, that the Eaſe of our Mind during 
this mortal Life, conſiſts not in the Poſſeſſion of Be- 
nefits hoped for and expected, hut only in the Acqui- 
fition of them; and in ſeeing them enter into our 
Hands. As ſoon as ever they are received, they be- 
gin to diſquiet; at leaſt if they bring not with them 
the Seeds of further Hopes. After having danc'd a 
long Attendance, and-languiſh'd for any Degree of 
Honour, all our Pleaſure confiſts only in the Purſuit 
of it; we cannot find in our Hearts to fit down con- 
tented, when we have acquired it. A Day or two 
after we have ſucceeded in our Defigns, our Paſſions 
puſh us upon ſome new Undertaking, and they muſt 
be obeyed; or what is moſt intolerable to be born, 
we ſhall be forc'd all our Days to be pinn'd down to 
a calm and conſtant Enjoyment of ſome fingle Sa- 
tisfaction. In ſhort, tis better to be employ'd in re- 
pelling an approaching Evil, than lazily to fold our 
Arms, and enjoy any acquired Good. LAS LV 
So true it is, what Seneca has obſerv'd; that there 


zs @ reſtleſs Principle within us, which hates Repoſe, 


and perpetually ſtimulates us to new Undertakings. 
I may be ask'd, from whence ſhould this happen? 

*Tis a Miſtake to blame Deſtiny, or the Capriciouſ- 
neſs of our airy and roving Fancies. The Truth, ac- 
cording to the Opinion of the Spiritual Fathers is, 
that theſe pretended Levities, and theſe unaccount- 
able Diſtaſts of all worldly Felicities, proceed from 
a ſecret Inſtinct ſtamp'd upon the Soul of Man, "i 
| the 
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the Creation. Tam bonam fecit Deus hominis natu- 
ram, ut male fit, ei non eſſe cum Deo. Our Soul, 
ſays St. Auſtin, is of fo excellent and Divine a Na- 
ture, and ſo form d for the Enjoy ment of Gop, that 
whenever He withdraws Himſelf, or is forcd from 
it by Siv, it becomes a perfect Void, and is at the 
ſame Time all over Emptineſs, pining Sickneſs and 
Want never to be ſatisfied. But what ſhall ſhe do? 
She knows Nothing of it ; ſhe is only ſenſible it Hat 
ſhe is cruelly diſpleas d and tir d with all Things thkt 
ſhe ſees, and that this Diſreliſn ends in a ſtrong ahl 
vehement Deſire of ſome Good, which is at preſert 
out of View. i be Arup un it A407 
Noy to ſatisfſie and cure this Uneaſmeſs, you are 
often fore d ſo change your Remedies; and tu con-. 
trive and look out for Buſineſs, and all manner of Di- 
verſions, that are proper to relieve a melancholy 
and wearied Spirit: at firſt ſhe ſeems to reliſh what 
is offer d, and 1s well- pleas d with it, and thinks that 
theſe Novelties. give her Eaſe: but the Arceſß of 
her Diſtemper ſoon returns; and ſhe immediately 
renews her Complaints, and you muſt inſtantly ſet 
about an Enquiry for freſh; Remedies. You ſearch 
for and labour after them, you amaſs a great deal 
of Wealth, and fill your Houſe with it; you ſhew 
your Stores to your Soul, and bid it behold, and be 
at Reſt. Soul thou haſt much Goods laid fp for many 
Tears; take. thine Eaſe; eat, drink and be merry. 
Luke 11.19. My Soul, behold before thy Eyes, and 
in thy Poſſeſſion all that this World can defire: be 
content, and enjoy thyſelf. This uneaſy Soul, in- 
ſtead of opening the Heart to Joy and Hope, 9 

u only 
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onlyin Complaints. After having taſted theſe new 
Remedies, and experienced theſe new Employs, with 
all other valuable and precious Novelnes, ſhe rejects 
them with Diſdain, pronounces ll ro be Famity, and 
Fexution'of Spirit! Productions ofthe Barth;Riches 
and Honours, ali this is Vanity of Fanivies, Alickion, 
and De 7 Fry; THF eben 1% Ho. tif dect! 
© oBe hot however uſtoniſſid at all this An immor- 
un Soul hehich is ſenfible of the Vidtente of it's own 
Behrend which perceives that befides the god 
Things which ate ſhown” her] the wants'an Infinity 
of others that ate ſtil more eligible; when The is 
told, ſhe muſt be quict, and reſt e — 
prefeay Atomiſitidns; And that therd is Noth ur- 
ther teft for her now to Hope, or Took after even in 
Heaven what Opinion van ſhe have? wliar Reſolu- 
tion ran ſhe take, but to abandon Herſelf to the Diſc 
quiets and Unenfineſſes and all the Miſeries of a de. 
ſpair ing onſ tiene: bee 2. 
2) No-Muredly;/this is not occafied from any ca. 
1 that is rais d M us, but from a 

cret; Kaowilege as eld 4s, our Beings, which ſeizes 
all; Opportunities when we are at lerfare, to inform 
but Svuls, chat when hey ale ſeparated from Gop, 
their whole" ſpiritual and Divine Subſtance, is No- 
tking elſe but extreme and infinite Miſery, never to 
be exceeded, but when everlaſtingly felt in Hell. 
«Das 18 all h inermul Peace, that: great Riches 
prodace-| but Wiſltlohv'afferes' us by the Pen of Soi 
von, in the u fob, Maxims, that we vught 
to ſpeak ofberuui a 6f Riches under the Direction of 
thoſe who doſpiſe tom. und 'who in the Midſt of 
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FO built Palaces, T heap'drup: Riches, 1 lice en- 
joyed great Poſſeſſions, Places — ities; I have 
lived magnificently, and made the ambitiousjea- 
lous of my good Fortune: but at length, I found 
that all was but Yanity and Vexation; and that a 
ſteddy Soul enlightn with true W iſdom, could ne- 
ver find ſolid — therein. 


REFLECTION. 


II) you are born the Deir E rich apd.noble Fa- 
ally, and Providence is pleas'd to furniſh you with 
a Capacity of living ſplendidly; and in the foremoſt 
Rank of Fortune, do ſo; but take care you convert 
not His Bleſſings into the greateſt Curſe 

Lou will find a great deal of Advice given you, 
how to behave prudently in this high Station. Now, 
I only deſire you oſten to think upon Sons Words, 
Vanity of Vanities! There are many Ways of ex- 
plaining them: the Buſineſs is to come at the true 
Meaning. The Difficulty of the Drſcovery, is com- 
2 with the Pleaſure, that alwaies attends the 
N Spend ſome of your Time this _— 


Wi 


1 Te Chin/ele of H, 


and retire ſometimes from the Hurry of ; 
and attend to what your'own Heart ſhall wh gs to 
you. Perhaps, that will inſpire you with better and 


more uſeful Sentiments, than/what — can find in 


12905 What I Hay 10 beſeech 
tr dn {AS Neue ke YH) rith Perſon 
TAG Fu giving t proper. Name to his 
Riches, ph. to — F6 — Vanities, and 


Vexation of Spirit | 
All you who are willing, to emp loy your Time 
in Nothing ſo much un Prifervation of:God's 
Favours; if you db abound in Wealth, and as the 
Faſhion af the great World is, your Houſes and A- 
partments are richly and — furniſh d, and 
you are not at Liberty to get rid of them, behold 
them with Sentiments proper to a noble Soul, and 
an illuminated Mind. Let your Thoughts of them 
be ſuch, that Gop who ſees them, as well as you, 
may ſee Nothing in you attaching you ſtronger to 
the Creature, than to Himſelf, or that ſhall-prevent 
you from c „that He ought only to be infi- 
nitely and everlaſtingly 'belov'd; My Heart hath ſaid 
umio Thee, thy Face Lord will I * ſeek. Pfalm'27:8.--- 
Thou knoweſt, O Diuine Maſter of my Life, that 
all theſe Curioſities; all: theſe-Advantages that ſur- 
round me here below, I only enjoy in Conformity 
to potter _—_ Pleaſure : _ orld chr de them 
as becoming T * ＋ ints as 
Lofs and Vanity: I at — beten Shadows of 

thy Grandeurz"and:Pledges'of Thy Mercy. 
At Sight of the Ornaments of your — and 
the ꝗ—— _ 18 Bed, forget not at leaft, _ 
make 
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make he 10 following Reflections, which will go 
a great Way in purifying your Affections, and curing 
the Luſt of the Eye. 

Behold, this is the Door by which I ſhall make my 
Exit to my Tomb! 'Tis from this fine Bed, that 
Death will come and carry me to another; where I 
- ſhall find nothing ut Worms for a Covering! 

The other Reflection is; that from his Tomb, I 
ſhall paſs into a State, where all that is moſt won- 
derful and magnificent in the Palaces of Kings and 
Princes, is but à Faint Repreſentation of what J ſhall 
then ſee. 

It is delightful to look up to Heaven from the 
Midſt of Want and Miſery, when affured that hat 
is the neareſt Way thither: neither is it leſs pleaſant, 
to dire& our Views to the ſame Place, when ſur- 
rounded with Affluence and Proſperity ; ſince the 
Goodneſs of Gop makes us perceive amidſt ſo ma- 
ny Dangers, in which Multitudes miſcarry, that His 
Grace 1s' ſufficient for our Support; it being an In- 
ſtance of the ſtrongeſt Influence of he Spirit, to be 
able in ſuch Circumſtances to keep within the Paths 
of Righteouſneſs; and a certain Proof that we ſhall 
always enjoy his Protection, and Favour. 

Imagine you ſee, what the Holy Spouſe in the Can- 
ticles ſaw, viz. the following Inſcription written up- 
on the ſeveral Benefactions beſtow d upon you by 
God Almighty: Riſe up my Fair One, come away, 
thy Benefactor expects thee in Heaven. You are 
thought of in Paradiſe, haſten to meet Him who 
loyes you: quicken the Time by your Sighs, and 
Tears. 

_ The 


142 Ie Cui“ of Wiſdom. 


The Largeneſs of your Poſſeſſions ſhould aid you 
greatly in the Acknowlegment of the Obligations 
you owe to Divine Providence. When you behold 
poor Lazars covered with Ulcers and Sores, dyin 
of Hunger and Cold; what do you behold but a C/ 
which repreſents you as gon are, or that which you 
muſt have been, had not God been particularly kind 

g i Conficiuation of this Diſcourſe, read in the fol- 
lowing Maxim the Example of a Lady,who was reck- 
ond the nobleſt, the richeſt, the wiſeſt, and moſt 
religious of her Sex. 


v MAXIM XVII. 
Who can find a virtuous Woman? for her Price 
i far above Rubies. Prov.31. 10. 
J © | > © AO BO 
Ir is not the Intent of this Maxim, to affirm that 
there is no ſuch Thing as 4 vertuous Woman in the 
World; but, that there is ſcarce a Man wiſe or hap- 
2 enough to make the Diſcovery, or to diſtinguiſh 
er, from the many Hypocrites of the Sex, that are 
capable of deceiving Perſons of the beſt Underſtand- 


3 if any Body is willing to undertake the 
Search, I will preſent him with 7he Picture of her, 
to aſſiſt him in the Purſuit, and to prevent his being 
impos d on by Counterfitss By what I ſhall ſay, I 
believe he'l be of my Opinion, that if we were oblig'd 
to go to the Indies in Queſt of this Lady, ſhe would 


de- 
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deſerve the Compliment, and it would be more worth 
while to undertake this Trouble for her fake alone, 
than for numberleſs other Things, that are infinitely 


— curious, and valuab] e. 
3 _y ln 1 
fi tu „en PLECTION. 
"Tis not to be doubted, that amongſt the Felici- 
ties of this Life, one of the moſt deſireable to Man- 


kind; is to fee Affluenee, Rogularity and Quiet eſta- 
bliſh' d in their Families 


Now, tis the ess particular Province to ſee that 


all this be done. The Hushand's Glory and Duty 
is to be employed in the Service of his Country, and 
by dedicating his Time and Cares to that only, to 
deſerve by his excellent Qualities to be placed at 
qu Head of- then, who are at the Helm of publick 
Affairs 


to the Maſter and reſs of that Family, who are 
mention d by — in the laſt Chapter of his Pro- 
verbs. 

There, Both of them behave in ſuch a Manner, 
that Angels cannot behold them without admiring 
the Grace that illuminates and ſupports them; nor 
Men without being at a loſs to tell, which of the 
Two deſerves moſt Commendation. 

It was a glorious Sight, to behold that Auguft 
Prince, whilſt he held the Reins of Government, and 
prefided in the Senate, when the Publick wanted his 
Aſſiſtance moſt: twas equally glorious in the Eyes 
of thoſe who frequented their Palaces, to obſerve the 
Regularity of the Prince/s's Conduct. = 

ere 


Theſe two Emp 255 were alfigu d by Providence 
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There was no Room left for preferring one before 
the other: their joint Praiſe by common Conſent, 
was, that they were two Perſons, Who by their on 
Practice preſcribed Rules of Behaviour to all their 
Fellow-Citizens; and by their Merits equally ſhared 
the Thanks and Ad miration of all _— whom they 
Penn. 1 

Theſe are the PR 29G of theis Picture, sketch d 
out by the Wiſe Man as a Preſent to future Genera- 
tions; and may ſerve as a Reply to the Complaints 
and Tears of thoſe, who. blame Heaven, for their 
l Succeſs in Matrimony. . 

This Lady tho ſhe be n to her Husband 
whilſt he directs the publick Affairs abroad, ' reigns 
in her own Houſe, and exerciſes an abſolute Sway 
there, tho without the leaſt Noiſe, or Diſtur- 
bance. Her Power is truely Great, becauſe it is 
given her from Above. She does not attempt, as 
7 . Ladies do, to enereaſe her Authority only by the 

gnificence of her Dreſs. Tis true, ſne wears Pur- 

15 and habits herſelf according to the Cuſtom and 

anner, that Perſons of her Station always do: but 
then ſhe has no Occaſion to call in this Sort of Aſ- 
ſtance to procure the Reſpe& and Honour. of her 
Domeſtics. Gop has cloath'd her with a Robe, like 
unto that which he had defign'd the Father of Man- 
kind, if he had not fallen. Fortitudo & decor indu- 
menu ejus. Solomon means, that ſuch an Air of 
Grandeur and Majeſty ſhot from the Eyes of this 
Princeſs, as ſpread a Glory over all her Perſon, and 
gave ſuch a Luſtre to her Words and Actions, that 
it phe IM the Hearts of Mankind, and made 38 | 
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think themſelyes moſt happy that were her Servants; 


for at the ſame Time they received her Commands, 

they thought it their greateſt Happineſs to obey 

them: and teſtifyed by the exceeding Readineſs and 

Joy of their Hearts; how willing they were to em- 
ace the Occafion. 

This it was, that kept all the Houſe in Order. 
Every one was conſtantly in his Place, and employ'd 
in the Bufineſs of his Calling. A reſpeciſul Fear kept 
them to their Duties, not the //avz/b Fear of being 
detected in their Faults, and puniſh'd, which reigns 
in other Families: all who were about her, dreaded 
nothing ſo much as being faulty. 

She is not only the Miſtreſs, but the Mother of 
her Servants. Among the chief Rules of her Go- 
vernment, the 7/7 is, to ſee that no one fails in their 
Duty: the /econd, that they want for nothing, and 
that they are furniſh'd with all Things that Reaſon, 
or Juſtice can demand for their Health and Com- 
fort. She takes particular Care to give them no juſt 
Subje& of Complaint, but continually affords them 
freſh Opportunities of exerciſing a fancere Affection 
towards her, and to believe that they are kindly 
thought of by her: ſhe is willing they ſhould con- 
clude, ſhe is ſo good as to have a due Value for their 
Perſons, and to approve their Conduct. 

This free and obliging Goodneſs extends to all with- 
out Exception. Tis a bad Practice in ſeveral Fami- 
lies where there is a Number of Servants, to pitch 
upon one for a Favourite, who by his pretended Fi- 
delity engages the Maſter and Miſtreſs to diſtruſt 
the Reſt, and by hearkening Gy his haſty Reports, 

5 X to 
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to commit more Miſtakes, and to raiſe greater Diſ- 
turbances in their Houſes in one Day, than they 
would have had in Years, had they but endeavour'd 
to have gain d the Love of all. To make ones/ſelf to 
be loved; This is the grand and heavenly Secret in 
the OEconomy of Families, in the Policy of Princes, 
and in the Hierarchy of the Church. In what ever 
Government you be, if you would be happy in it, en- 
deavour to gain the Aßectious of your SubjetFs. Don't 
aim at any other more refin'd, or leſs experienc'd 
Method: Gop, as much a Gop as He is, knows 
no other in His Eternal Empire: ubi regnat eternus 
Amor, & weterna pulchritudo;, where everlaſting 
Love, and Beauty reign. A | 

The Wife of whom we are ſpeaking, forgets not 
to employ herſelf in Works proper to her Sex, and 
is no Stranger to her Needle. What is moſt won- 
derful in this Affair, tho' ſhe has no other Knowlege 
in this Myſtery, than what her Fingers taught her 
in her Childhood, yet is ſhe skilful enough to ſet 
Examples and read Leſſons of Management to the 
moſt experienced Workers in that Kind, and to raiſe 
the Admiration of thoſe Ladies who paſs the Time 
of their Viſits in obſerving and ſtadying under her; 
tho perhaps they began their Acquaintance too late, 
to be able to imitate her. She ſeeketh Woot and 
Flax; and worketh willingly with her Hands. 

_ Solomon ſays theſe litle Affairs were far from be- 
ing the Boundaries of her Virtue, Power and Indu- 
ſtry. She girded her Loyns with Strength. She who 
knew ſo well how to employ her Fingers, knew alſo 
very well how to be ſtout and courageous upon pro- 

* "mr 
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r Occafions, and demonſtrated by her Actions, that 
e deſerv'd the Appellation of he valiant Woman. 
If at any Time ſhe was call'd upon to oppoſe the vio- 
lent Undertakings of her Neighbours, or to force 
Uſurpers to reſign their ill gotten Acquiſitions, or 
to ſupport her innocent and oppreſs d Subjects againſt 
the Mighty; or to purchaſe or ſell, and in ſpight of 
all Oppoſition to her Deſigns, to enlarge her Eſtate 
by advantageous Bargains, and happily to extricate 
herſelf from the Snares of Jealouſy and Treaſon: 
this unparallelled Lady knew how to undertake, to 
proſecute, and accompliſh all theſe Things. She girdeth 
her Loyns with Strength,and ſtrengtheneth her Arms. 
The Prophet ſays farther; 'twas ſhe who by the 
Help of her extraordinary Genius, knew the Myſte- 
ry of Trade, and how to tranſport as far as the Ju- 
dies the Produce of her own Lands, and to bring 
back in the ſame Veſſels the Treaſures of Ophir and 
Thar/is, and whatever elſe was wanting in Gold, Sil- 
ver, or other Merchandiſe, to her own Family, and 
Country. She is like the Merchant Ships, ſhe bring- 
eth her Food from far. A beautiful Thought this 
of Solomon, to reſemble Shipping to her two Hands, 
wonderfully extended, and marvellouſly happy in 
giving and receiving; ſo that Gop bleſſing thoſe at 
home, bleſs d theſe alſo whilſt at Sea, and the ve 
Tempeſts obeying his Providence, they were ſafe 
from them during their Voyage, and brought into 


Port by their Aſſiſtance. Theſe Ships laden with the 


Riches of the Eaſt, arrived happily every Year where 
they were expected by this Lady, whoſe Sighs had 
Force enough to prevail with Heaven. | 

ALS But 
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But in all this, what was very wonderful and en- 
gaging in the Underſtanding of this Lady, and moſt 
wort hy to be taken notice of by all Mankind, is, that 
ſhe made her Husband the richeſt of Mortals, with- 
out robbing or diſtreſſing any Body, without giving 
any Subject of Complaint againſt her, in Heaven or 
on Earth: The Heart of her. Husband doth ſafel, 
truſt in her, ſo that he ſhall have no need of Sooil, 
owever, that which ſtill appeared more mar- 
vellous, and what Poſterity, in my Opinion ought 
moſt to value, is the Practice of this Princeſs, who 
tho' ſo conſtantly engaged in the Hurry of Buſineſs, 
and the Cares of her Family, knew very well when 
to drop that Character, and to act up to the ſtrict 
Rules of Decorum, whenever ſne was engaged in the 
Company of the Learned, or had any Opportunities 
given her of gaining their good Wills, by the En- 
gagingneſs of her Converſation. 5 
Her Delight and Glory on theſe Occaſions was 
not to talk much herſelf, or to add her Thoughts 
and Opinions to what they adyanc'd: ſhe believed 
neither Wiſdom, nor Modeſty allowed her to ap- 
pear before them, in any other Quality, than their 
Diſciple, or that ſhe had any Pretenſions to an higher 
Station, than Mary Magdalen had at the Feet of our 
Tis true, ſhe had not ſtudyed much, and ſhe would 
haye been to blame to have pretended to argue about 
the high Myſteries of Religion; but what is very 
rare among other Women, ſhe was perfect Miſtreſs 
of three Sorts of Knowlege,that charm'd the learned 
World. _-- 4 * 
11 7 The 
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The fir /t was, that ſhe underſtood how to ask proper 

Queſtions, and to give others happy and proper Occa- 
ſions of telling what they knew, in the moſt eloquent 
Manner. The ſecond was, that ſhe had Capacity 
enough to. conceive readily and clearly the. Anſwers 
they gave her. And the hird was, that ſhe knew 
where to admire, and to expreſs her Admiration in 
ſuch Terms, as teſtifyed to all, the Strength and Sin- 
cerity of her Mind. 
Ihe chief Pleaſure of Women that know great 
Things, ſhould be, not to ſpeak of them in the Schools, 
or upon the Bench: one of the prime and moſt ancient 
Laws of thoſe Places being to have every Thing con- 
troverted, that is there advanc d. 

The Schools are the Field of Battle for eminent 
and firſt Rate Divines to diſplay their Talents in; 
and the Court the Theatre of their Triumphs. An 
Orator of this Age has very well obſerv'd, that it is 
in theſe illuſtrious Aſſemblies, where Perſons of fine 
Parts, tho' without Learning, ſhew a great deal of 
Senſe, mixed with a wiſe and modeſt Curiofity; and 
the Learned a great Deal of Goodneſs in anſwering 
their Queſtions, and in explaming their Thoughts 
of the moſt ſublime Truths. Here the Diſciples and 
Hearers. receive as much Pleaſure, and deſerve as 
much Reſpect, as even the Profeſſors and Doctors 
of the Chair. | 

The Family of which I have been ſpeaking 1s per- 
haps, too high, and too happy to be propoſed as a 
common Example. Thine O Reader! may be as hap- 
Py as you can defire, if Peace and. Health do but co- 
habit with thy ſlender Fortune. They are to * 

ub- 
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Subjects of the two laſt Maxims of this Second 
Part. ; 


M AX1 M XVII. 
For Grace and Mercy is to his Saints, and he 
a Care of his Eta. Wiſd. 3.9. 


PARAPTHR A8 E. 


Peace, the moſt yaluable Gift of the Hol ly Ghoſt, 
refides 1 in the Hearts, and Habitations of the Elect. 


REFLECTION. 


Great Poſſeſſions without Peace in a Family, are 
but of ſmall Conſideration : how many Rich and Pow- 
erful Houſes, by reaſon of their domeſtic Diſorders, 
have been Scenes of Horror and Offences to Heaven 
and Earth. 

Imagine you ſee two quarrelſome Horſes i in the 
ſame Ferry-Boat fighting with one another, and over- 
ſetting the Veſſel, and drowning all the Paſſengers, 
and Perſons who endeavour to part them; this is a 
lively Repreſentation of ſuch Families, as are ſtruck 
with this Curſe of Gop. 

The Husband and Wife who daily renew their Al- 
tercations, and as a Conſequence of that, are perpe- 
tually complaining and impleading one another, be- 
fore their Friends and Relations; Children that are 
diſcontented with their Parents, and who enter into 
wicked Cabals to ruine, and defame them; evil-d1- 
pos'd Seryants who ſcatter ill Speeches every where, 
and publiſh the real or pretended Irre alarities of 
their Maſters or Miſtrefles to the Wor "WI 

tne 
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the Oaths and Blaſphemies, the Noiſe and Paſſion 
that eccho in ſuch Places every Hour in the Day, 
and prochim to the Neighbourhood, the deplora- 
ble Condition of their Inhabitants, and the diſtreſſed 
Affairs of ſuch unfortunate Families: All theſe, are 
ſo many Storms ſent from Heayen, by the Wrath of 
Gop, to open the Earth, as it were, under their Feet, 

and to fink them into inevitable DDeſtru&ion : or, 
according to St. Gregory, they are ſo many Flames 
of Hell lighted up within them, that are the Be- 
ginnings of Sorrows, which will end in everlaſting 
Deſpair. 

Maintain Peace YER To accompliſh which, 
follow the Advice of that ancient Philoſopher, who 
ſeeing a Man in a terrible Paſſion, ask'd him, what 
was his Grievance, and with whom he was ſo angry? 
with my Shadow, replyed the Madman: I am in 
Purſuit of it, to lay it by the Heels: But for all T 
run, and ſwear, and threaten it, and uſe all my Art 
to make it fubmit to my Will, I cannot make it do 
fo. What would you have it do, ſaid the Philoſo- 
pher? I would have it ſtop, and not ſtir an Inch. 
Stand ſtill yourſelf ſays the Sage: don't you move, 
or ſtir, and that won't fail to obey you inſtantly, and 
keep itſelf 1 in the Poſition you would have it. Re- 
collect yourſelf a little ſaid the Philoſopher, you 
would have your Shadow diſcreet, whilſt you are 
playing the Fool; and you forget that That is not 
to ** directed by your Words, but by your Exam- 


Follow my Advice: Keep Peace within; and begin 
to do fo, if it be poſſible, this Moment, by a 
an 


n 
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and eſtabliſhing the Authority that belongs to you. 
This Poſſeſſion is not to be entered upon, by threaten-- 
ing, and declaring on the firſt Sparks of your An- 
ger, that you are reſolv' d to be formidable, and that 
all Perſons without Exception, ſhall feel the Effects 
of your ill Humour and Reſentment. This is to give 
out, that you would have your Shadow, or in other 
Words, all your Domeſtics as great Fools as your- 
ſelf, and that the Violence of your Spirit, ſhould not 
only ſhake, but overturn all it met in its Way. A 
Fool at the Head of Affairs, cannot but be guilty of 
Abſurdities. 
According to St. Gregory, you then take Poſſeſſion 
of real Power when you teſtify by your Words, and 
the Motions of your Mind, to the Eyes of your Do- 
meſtics, that you love ſalentiiy to perform your own 
Duty: and inſtead of Noiſe and injurious Treatment, 
you declare by your diſpaſſionate Behaviour, that 
you defire. thoſe who live under your Roof ſhould 
be equally pleas'd with doing theirs, and eſteem the 
. of it, their chief Pleaſure and Happi- 
Now, to ſucceed in this Undertaking, according 
to the Opinion of this Holy Doctor, the Secret is, to 
make yourſelf both /ear d, and loved in your Fami- 
ly. You muſt do the former, without ſhewing any 
Tokens of Impatience, or inconſiderate Raſhneſs : 
you muſt do the latter without condeſcending to 
Flattery, or unbecoming Complyances, much. leſs to 
ſuch Meanefles, as are more likely to render you de- 
ſpicable, than gain the Affections of others. When 
you are with your Children and Servants, * ſel- 
om, 
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dom, and ſparingly: butiſhew a great deal of Sweet- 
neſs and Humanity in your Carriage and Counte- 
nance, and all the engaging Qualities that may create 
in the Minds of thoſe over whom you preſide, an 
high Opinion of your Goodneſs, and tender and re- 
ſpectful Love for your Perſon, as well as the moſt 
intenſe Defires to pleaſe you. 

Copy exactly the Dictates of Wiſdom; and take 
eſpecial Care, not to follow the Example of thoſe 
Maſters of Families, who by their Silence, and dumb 
Chagrin, and by their melancholy and ſuſpicious Be- 
haviour offend the firſt Perſons they meet, and ſhock 
all that look upon them; thereby cauſing more Noiſe 
and Diſturbance in their Houſes, than the Threats, 
the Oaths, and the violent Guſts of Paſſion do in 
er 

The moſt advantageous Method that I can pro- 
poſe in this Caſe, is often to entertain yourſelf with 
the Picture of that happy Family, which the Pro- 
phet David has deſcrib'd at their Meals; where ſeat- 
ed round a Table, they ſeem to invite Angels to be- 
hold and love them. This Family conſiſts of a Fa- 
ther, the only End of whoſe Government, is to pleaſe 
Gop; of a Wife, who knows no other Joy here be- 
low, than to pleaſe her Husband, and to ſee her 
Children encreaſe in Grace, in Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding; of Children of one Mind, thoroughly united 
together by Nature and Education, and daily encreaſ- 
ing in their Affections with their Age. Further in 
this Picture appears Peace, Picty, Proſperity and Af- 
fluence, ſurrounding this Family in this Life; and 
Gop beholding, ordering, and preparing for them an 

* ur 
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infinitely happier State in the other. For Grace and 
Mercy is to his Saints. Lo thus ſball the Man be 
blefſed that feareth the Lord. Pſalm 128. 


Health and good Eftate of Body are above all Gold, 
and a ſirong Body above mfmite wealth. Ec- 


clus 30.15. ir 


PARAPHRAS E. ern 

There is no Riches above a ſonnd Body, and no 
Joy above the Foy of the Heart. v. 16. Would you 
be rich and happy in this preſent World ? Remem- 
ber, that the Health of the Body is the moſt yalua- 
ble Treaſure; and a cheerful Heart, the moſt de- 
fireable Portion. you can look after. Looſe neither 
of theſe Benefits in Purſuit of any others; for believe 
me, their Price is above Empire. 

Death is better than a bitter Life, or continual 
Sickneſs. v. 15. Death is to be prefer'd to an unea- 
ſy and afflicted Life: and it is more eligible to be 
at Reſt in the Grave, than to languiſh upon a Bed of 
Sickneſs; or to endure for many Years the Pains and 
unſupportable Grieyances of a lingring Diſtemper. 


REFLECTION. 

Life and Health are both Gop's Gifts, and Pledges 
of His Love, and ought to be valued, and preſery'd 
accordingly. | 

Prudent People never fail in their Duty with re- 
lation to their Health, and it is without doubt, one 


of the moſt important Rules of Wiſdom, to preſerve 
it 
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it carefully, and neyer to do any Thing that may en- 
danger it. 

The Method to be obſerv'd in this Caſe, is the 
ſame with that us'd towards Children of Quality: 
to take care we don't deſtroy them with Kindneſs, 
and too great Indulgence, or break their Spirits, with 
Severity, or too heavy a Yoke. | 

Every one knows,that in order to preſerve Health, 
we ought to indulge, and deny ourſelves ſeveral 
Things. But what Things, and when? Theſe are 
two Difficulties that raiſe a great many Scruples, with- 
out however coming to any certain Concluſion; be- 
cauſe we don't apply to our only Director, who ought 
to be interrogated upon this Head, and who alone 
can give us a proper and wiſe Anſwer. | 

Some conſult the Phy/ic:an: ſeveral apply to their 
ſenſual Appetites, and give blindly into their Di- 
rections: Others of a better Underſtanding obey Na- 
ture, and follow her cloſely. 

'Tis true the Phyſician, often attempts an An- 
{wer; but perhaps in ſo doing, he pretends to more 
than he ought, and exceeds the Limits of his Pro- 
feſſion. He was ordain d by GoD zo reſtore Health; 
but it may be doubted, whether the Prevention of 
Diſeaſes be within his Commiſſion? at leaſt, we are 

ured in the Goſpel, that they are of no Uſe to 
thoſe ho are well, and labour under no Indiſpoſi- 
tion; and Experience informs us, that hey who in 
full Health conſult them upon every Turn, and are 
continually teazing them for a Regimen to — — 
their Lives, get Nothing but Diſeaſes for their Pains, 
and deſtroy themſelves with Remedies, and Receipts. 

172 They 
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They who follow their Senſualitios ſoon put an 
End to their Beings here, and fall into their Graves 
before their appointed Time. In truth the Phy/ic 
they take, is but 20% palatable: Mirth, Wine, good 
Eating, Sleep, Lazineſs, Play: but they take too 
much of them; and the Exceſs of good Things is the 
deadlieſt Poyſon, and deſtroys more Men by its Ca- 
reſſes, than ever the Sword did in pitch d Battles, or 
Injuſtice, in Times of Rebellion. Our blind Appe- 
tites are alwaies ill Adviſers of Health: and to be 
under the Guidance of ſuch Inclinat ions, and inter- 
nal Perſwaſions, is of very dangerous Conſequence. 
Mature under a right Dire on, is the only ſure 
Guide we ought to follow on this Occaſion. - She 
knows what is proper to be done; what, and how 
much Food a Man ſhould take; what Time ought 
to be ſpent in Buſineſs, Diverſion, and Reſt; what 
ought to be the Proportion of every Thing. She 
knows it; and what is moſt to be wonder d at, ſhe 
has her internal Suggeſtions, and certain Methods 
advertiſing us intelhgibly of all theſe Things in a ſur- 
prizing Manner; at leaſt, the Viſe Man is not at a 
Loſs to underſtand her, and is ſeldom miſtaken. 
It may be very juſtly affirm d, that one of her chief 
Pieces of Knowlege, is to be able to diſtinguiſh 2h 
Call of Reaſon and Neceſſity, from that of the Paſ- 
ſions; and that of all her Maxims, one of the moſt 
righteous, and beſt for Practice, is 70 gratify the for- 
mer in every Thing, and to refuſe the latter always. 
An Ancient has well obſery'd, that the moſt im- 
portant Bufineſs of the Human Underſtanding is right- 
ly to diſtinguiſh the ſeveral Voices that are in —_ 
voitl EY) ere 
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there are reckon'd fix or ſeven; Reaſon, In/tin&, Ca- 
price, Concupiſcence, Temptation, Inſpiration, and 
Grace. Each of theſe ſettled Inmates has its pro- 
per Call and Motion, by which it prompts us to do, 
and act according to its Pleaſure. 

Their Ends are widely different and oppoſite : but 
the great Difficulty, and the Source of all our Miſ- 
fortunes is, that their Voices are ſo alike, that it is 
very eaſy to miſtake them. Concupiſcencèe counter- 
fats the Voice of Reaſon, and Mecgſſi/, Caprice, that 
of Inſtin& and Nature; Temptation, that of Inſpira- 
tion and Grace. Now to take one for the other, 70 
reſiſi theſe, or afſent to thoſe, is unavoidable De- 
ſtruction. 

Happy are they who are %% /i/dom only knows 
how to diſcover the true Voice. Upon every Mo- 
tion in our Breaſt, and every Sound in our Heart, 
ſne declares which ought to be adverted to. 

ITis from hence, that the Viſè receive the won- 
derful Knowlege, of chuſing the proper Means, to 
preſerve their Health, and of following the Direction 
of that Phyſician who knows what is in Man, and is 
always ready to aſſiſt him. 

The Misfortune of all other Phyſiciaus is, they 
cannot carry their Views ſo far: they only ſee zhe 
Out/ide of their Patients, and are forc'd to conjecture 
the Reſt. 
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CONTAINING THE 


MAXIMS of SOLOMON 


AS ARE 


Moſt Neceflary to perſwade us to act Prudently, 
when we indulge Ourſelves in Eaſe and Repoſe, 
after the Fatigues of Buſineſs. 
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MAXIM I 
I withheld not my Heart from any Joy; for my 
Heart rejoyced in all my Labour, and this was 
my Portion of all my Labour. Eccleſa. 10. 
4 
OLOMON o'rewhelm'd with Cares and Bufi- 
neſs, here tells us, that he indulg d himſelf, and 
yore a Looſe to his Inclinations, in the Manner which 
e thought might be moſt agreeable to Gop, and 


his own Conſcience. 


REFLECTION. 


Tis very remarkable that So/omon's Pleaſures be- 
fore his Fall, were ſuch as delighted the Mind, and 
conſiſted chiefly in ſuch Performances as manifeſted 
the glorious Excellences of the Human Soul, beyond 
that of other Creatures: I gat me Men: ſingers and 
Women:/mgers, and the Delights of the Sons of Men, 
as muſual Inſtruments; and that of all Sorts. 
Solomon took Delight in Mu/ick, which is natural- 
ly pleaſing to Man, | becauſe his Soul is Divine and 
uncompounded. And ſurely, it cannot be doubted, 
fince- Numbers give ſuch Variety of Graces to the 
human Voice, but Muſicꝶ muſt be truely a heaven- 
ly Entertainment; and that it deſeryes, what it has 
often been fayour'd with, _— attended to, and 
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even imitated by Angels. At leaſt, we may aſſent 
to what St Auſtin has very well obſery' d; that ſome- 
thing Divine — infinuates itſelf into the Soul, 
during the Performances of Church Muſick, which 
raiſes in us ſuck Ex Extaſies, as are _ holy, and 
tranſport 
T N great "Works, [ puilded me Houſes. He 
diverted himſelf with Building and Architecture. 
Neither Nature or Grace ever produced any great Per- 
ſons, who were not inſpired with the Heroic Paſſion, 
and noble Inſtinct of being pleas d with the Art of 
Building. Such Souls percerving their Equality to 
Angels, by a glorious: Immortality, are willing to 
ſupport their Pretences by ſuch unperiſhable Works, 
as can no more die than themſelves; by this means 
they live in future Ages, and are known to lateſt 
Poſterity. | 
Hiſtory was likewiſe his Study and Inclination. 
Great People take Delight in this Part of Learning, 
froma natural Curiofity they find within themſelves; 
and it is this Curioſity that makes them fancy them- 
_— Cotemporaries with their Anceſtors; and it 
lain, that this Inclination takes its Riſe from an- 
Inſtintt that is born with us Tis an Attempt 
which -weklike to hve, as it were, before our Births; 
and a Sort of Cover for the Shame we conceive, for 
not having always ſubſiſted. When we learn what 
was tranſacted before we were born, we imagine our- 
ſelves to have lived then, as we do now; and we 
fancy, we converſe with the Heroes of Antiquity, 
when we read their Works, and hear them diſcourſ- 


ing of what K in their — Ages. Pro- 
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poſiu in corde meo querere & inveſtigare initium, 
con ſummationem, & medietatem Temporum. 

He t6ok Pleaſure in AMriculture, which is the Di- 
verſion of great and noble Minds, it being the moſt 
honourable of Profeſſions, becauſe exerciſed by the 

q and moſt noble of Princes, who had Gop for 
his Father in Paradiſe; for twas Adams Choice and 
Buſineſs to cultivate and adorn the Earth, juſt when 
it came freſh from the Hands of it's great Creator. 

Solomon's Pleaſure in this, was not only to walk 
m his fine and magnificent Gardens: No; he plant- 
ed Trees himſelf, and took great Delight, in behold- 

ing the Fruit of the Orange, and Apple Trees which 
he dreſs'd with his own Hands; and he was capable 
of reading Lectures, and giving Inſtrùction to the 
greateſt Profeſſors in Botany, and was as much ad- 
mired by them, for this Sort of Skill, as he was by 
others, for his wiſe Determinations at the Council- 
board. I made me Gardens, and' Orchards, and I 
Planted Trees in them of all kinds of Fruits. 

He took Diverſion in Hunting, which is an Exer- 
ciſe always pleaſing to ſuch as know themſelves, and 
are no Strangers to their own Worth. Man is born 
the Sovereign of the Animal Creation. Sin indeed 
ſunk him beneath the brute Beaſts, and forc'd him 
to deſcend from his Throne, to become like them, 
to be their Slave, and their Prey. But Grace has 
reftored him to his former Dignity; and Heaven took 
pity of this Reſemblance of the Creator, and fuffer- 
ed it not to be entirely deſtroyed by the Multitude 
of Misfortunes, and Reproaches it laboured under. 

** R Sener was — N Miracle of ne 
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Redemption of Mankind. Before Man was driven 
out of Paradiſe, this Nabwchodonoſor, this King of 
the World was aſſured of his Deliverance, from his 
wretched Condition. Hence it is, that the more no- 
ble is the Soul, the ſtronger are the Motions of In- 

ſtinct that animate the Paſſions to profecute the re- 
bel fugitive Beaſts; to- puniſh them, as it were for 
their ſtubborn and long Rebellion, and to reduce them 
5 that Obedkenee n aw Mn Sovereign 

O Wer geit: tt 
For this very Reaſon alſo, . took great De- 
light in Horſes. One of the moſt noble Inſtances of 
the ſuperior Excellency of Man is to ſee theſe fierce 
and proud Creatures: voluntarily ſubmit to become 
his: Slaves, and to rejoice in the Chains that fix them 
to his Chariot Wheels: that inſtead of breaking their 
Harneſs, and endeayouring to regain their Liberty, 
by confounding all about them, they ſhould march 
prancingly along with their Burthens, and fancy them- 
ſelves ease n the Service and: Duty they pay 
their Maſter... 9 

Never was Man more ſenſible of the Pleaſure of 
being drawn and carried by fine Horſes, nor had a 
ſtronger Inclination and * to be Maſter of 
them, than the Prince of whom we are ſpeaking. 
He ſent for them from Egypt, and other more di- 
ſtant Countries; He purpo poſely built four thouſand 
Stables, had twelye thoufand-Sadle-Horſes, and for- 
ty thouſand Chariots of great Value: inſomuch that 
he thought he appear d with 1% Royalty about him, 
when ſeated upon his Throne, — when mounted 
upon a Coar Steed, or drawn by Egyptian Horſes. 
Theſe were the Diverſions of Solomon. As 
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As for you, Fellow Chriſtian, when you think it 

proper to unbend a little and take your Pleaſure, let 
your Diverſions be ſuch as are not diſpleaſing toGop, 
nor inconſiſtent with your Reputation, or the Peace 
of your Conſcience. Take thy Paſtime, and do what 
thou wilt; but ſim not. 
But after having ſpoke to you about ſuch Diver- 
ſions as you ought to take, to repair your Forces 
when decayed by Labour and Bufineſs: permit me 
to ſpeak to you concerning t other main Recruits, 
to wit, Meal-time, and Sleep. They are both of them 
neceſſary Operations, and it ought to be one of the 
chiefeſt Cares of Wiſdom to be aiding and aſſiſting 
to us, in thoſe Circumſtances. And it is this which 
I intend to do, in the two following Maxims. 


MAXIM Il. 
Eat as it becometh. a Man, thoſe Things which 
are ſet before thee. Ecclus. 3 1. 16.— 


PARAPHRASE. 


Ear, to ſupport your Being, but eat no more 
than is neceflary for that End. Don't overcharge 
your Conſtitution: with Food, but take only what is 
ſufficient to maintain Life, and recruit your Strength. 
Indulge not your Appetite; and never be more cau- 
tious or afraid of your Behaviour, than under ſuch 
Circumſtances as are alike and common to you with 
the brute Creation. | | 

Whoſo is liberal of his Meat, Men ſhall ſpeak well 
of him, and the Report of his good Houſe-keeping ill 
be beheved, v.23.--- A 
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A genteel and generous Mind is never more con- 
ſpicuous than: at an Entertainment : ſuch a one is 
willing his Table ſhould manifeſt vifible Tokens of 
his Nobility and Relation to ſuperior Beings. A ſor- 
did Table is a ſure Sign of a careleſs Spirit, and a 
diſorderly Liver. Nu 2 J 
Sben not thy Valiantneſs in Wine, for Wine hath 
deſtroyed many. v.25. 

Never go to ſuch Feaſts where the Conteſt is who 
ſhall drink deepe/7, and the Prize is given to the 
greateſt Drunkard in the Company. This is a Sort 
of War in which many fall, but not in the Bed of 
Honour: there cannot be a more dreadful or infa- 
mous Execution than this. Ui. by 
Soul and Body both are loſt in ſuch diſorderly En- 
tertainments as theſe. The Puniſhment of Intem- 
perance at preſent, is the ſame with the Puniſhment 
of the firſt Sinner; I mean, Death. | 
The only Difference is, that the Gluttony of A. 
dam has brought Death upon us in he Decline of 
Life, and when we grow old; but our own Debau- 
cheries deſtroy us in he Fuer of our Days. Very 
few die of old Age; but many, yery many are loſt 
by Intemperance: Mine is as good as Life to a Man 
#f it. be drunk moderately --- for it was made to make 
Men glad. v.. Wine was made to rejoice and 
comfort, not to extinguiſh or weaken the Spirit of 
Man. Wine moderately taken, gives Strength to 
the Underſtanding, Joy to the Heart, and Health to 


the Body. 

WI 0920 4 MBEPFLECTION. 

Our Bodies during the Refidence of their Souls 
a * i . : Are 
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are the moſt compleat and eligant of all Bodies: but 
when Death has made a Separation, they become 
the Refuſe of all Things: there is no Corruption equal 
to them, nor any Stench ſo intolerable. 

In like Manner, the Actions of Eating and Drink- 
ing confidered in themſelves, and not ſeaſon'd with 
rational Diſcourſe, or an Intention of pleaſing Gop, 
they are without Doubt, opprobrious or misbecom- 
ing to Man, and ſuch as he Angels look upon with 
the greateſt Averſion, | 

But when they are undertaken and perform'd af- 
ter a rational Manner, they are both honourable and 
holy; and there are very few of our outward Actions, 
that ſo much manifeſt our Digmty and Superiority 
over the Beaſts, as thoſe which ſeem to put us moſt 
upon a Level with them, and ſhew our Kindred to 
them. 

The Method of eating among Beaſts, 1s to be con- 
tinually at it, to do it naſtily, and with Greedineſs; 
they are not able to bear the Company of any Fel- 
low - Creature whilſt at their Meals. But Men ought 
to practice quite otherwiſe, and exhibite Marks of 
their Grandeur and ſovereign Authority; during their 
Repaſts, nothing but Cleanlineſs, Neatneſs, Order 
and Magnificence ſhould appear; nothing then ought 
to be ſeen but what is Royal, and proper for he 
Lord of the Animal Creation, and what may diſtin- 
guiſh him from his Slaves. 

Our Meals ſhould be ſtated as to the Time, which 
the pooreſt of us may obſerye; they ſhould be clean 
and wholſome, which the Perſons of the ſmalleſt Pro- 
perty can't want; and they ſhould be genteel and 

open, 
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open to our Friends, which the Nobility ſhould never 
forget, ſince it is common enough even among thoſe 
of | middeling Circumſtances and generous Hearts, 
to think they enjoy nothing of their own good Things, 
without their Friends take Part with them. 

St. Francis de Sales thought the Angels themſelves 
could not forbear doing thus, if they were transform'd 
into Men, and ſhould come and dwell among us. If 
they eat-at all, they muſt eat like themſelves. For 
that is the Excellence of a ſpiritual Nature, to be 
able to let itſelf down to the Performance of com- 
mon Actions with inferior Creatures, yet be very d://i- 
miliar in the Manner of doing them, and declaring 
at the ſame Inſtant, a more than . Superio- 
_ over them. 


MAXIM III. 


Hhen thou liefl drum thou ſhalt not be afraid: 
yea, thou ſhalt he down, and thy Sleep ſhall 
be June: Prov. 3.24 —— 


PARAPHR AS E. * 


IF you perform your Duty to Go p in the Jay 
Time, you will ſleep without Dread in the Night; 
you'l paſs your Hours happily, and all within you 
will be compoſed : your Sleep will be found, becauſe 
both Mind and Body are at "Eaſe. 


REFILRCTIOR. 


| Bleep i is very rightly reckon d among the Bleſſings 
and awextooifs,, which it has pleas'd Divine Good- 
| neſs 
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neſs to diſpence to us, among the Bitternefles and 
Troubles of this miſerable Life. | 
We ought to eſteem it as a conſtant Benefaction of 
our Creator thrown into our Conſtitutions, as à Re- 
medy to prevent Diſeaſes, as a Cordial to repair our 
loſt Spirits, and as @ Refre/bmert for ſeyen or eight 
Hours, from the Labours and Uneafineſs of each Day. 
Saint Auſtiu calls it the Invention of adorable Mer- 
cy; which like a tender Mother about the Cradle of 
her dearly beloved Infant, is alwaies with us, ſweet - 
ly lulling us to Reſt, and guarding us from whatever 
may be inconvenient, or hurtful during our Repoſe. 
ep puts our Cares, our Fears, our Uneaſineſſes 
as well as all our Law-ſuits, Buſineſs, and Under- 
takings at a Diſtance: Tis that which ſtops them at 
their Enterance, and cloſes ſo Py all the Ave- 
nues of the Mind by Vapours brought from her Trea- 
ſures, that nothing troubleſome can find Admiſſion. 
Sleep prevents the Mind from being tireſome to 
itſelf, or indiſcreetly employing the Hours of Re- 
ſe in what is forreign to it. That manacles the 
nderſtanding, if J may ſo ſpeak: my Meaning is, 
all the Faculties of the Soul are ſo faſten'd to Reſt 
by certain Chains, well known by their Operations; 
that they continue whole Nights, in an unmoveable 
and inactive State; and all this is done, with that 
Tenderneſs, and circumſpe& Goodneſs, as not to 
give us the leaſt Offence, and we perceive Nothing 
but Pleaſure amidſt all the Violence and Bondage we 
ſeem to lie under. Thou ſhalt lie down, and thy 
ſleep ſhall be faveet. | x 
In a word; If according to the Opinion of the 
Aaa Fa- 
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Fathers, upon theſe Words of our Saviour, Lazarus 
our Friend /eepeth, Death is no more than ſuch a 
State; we bug t to conclude, that nothing can be 
more ſweet or deſireable. ine AAS) 
Some Philoſophers have been ſo bold as to aſſert, 
that Sleep is nothing leſs than a real Abſence of the 
Soul, which fearing to diſturb the Reſt of the Body 
in the night Time, and to incommode it by her Pre- 
ſence, as ſoon as our Eyes are ſhut; retires ſecretly, 
and takes a Tour in the other World, where ſhe is 
no Stranger: that there, ſhe holds Converſation with 
Saints and Angels; that there, ſhe informs herſelf 
with what they are doing, and what is to happen 
below in ſucceeding Ages; that there ſhe gets what- 
ever Intelligence ſhe can; and at her Return, im- 
prints all ſhe knows upon our Fancies, and makes the 
ſeveral Actions of our Lives paſs before us in our 
Dreams. Theſe according to St. Auſtin, are but 
fomnia vigilantium\ Philoſophers Dreams, who talk 
in their Sleep, and ſleep when they are awake. 
Io ſpeak of Sheep therefore as I ought, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with the ſhort Deſcription given of it by 
St. Chry/o/iome;, That it is one of the choiceſt Mi- 
racles of Providence. The Heretick Novatiar who 
took upon him heretofore to ſay, that it was a Scan- 
dal to a wiſe Man to be ſeen aſleep by Angels, could 
not have uttered a more abſurd Thing. For Angels 
deſcended to ſee Gop-Man in a Cradle: They often 
did ſa; and there they daily worſhipp'd Him with as 
much Reſpect, as they do now in Paradiſe. 
So far is Sleep from being a Diſgrace to us, that 


the Learned, have with good Reaſon aſſerted, that 
1 it 
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it is as honourable an Action as any we perform, and 
perhaps the leaſt oppoſite to a State of Grace. 
Deyout People have complain d, that ſcarce an 
Hour in the Day- time paſſes, without their falling 
into ſmall Faults, and that theſe Slips and unavoid- 
able Weaknefles are diſpleaſing to God: now nothing 
of this Kind eyer happens to them in the Night-Sea- 
ſon; the Time of Sleep, is the only Space in which 


they continue perfectly innocent. They wake with 


the fame Degree of Grace and Virtue about them, 
as they firſt laid them down to Reft. As I have 
before obſery'd, their eaſy Minds encompaſs d with 
Vapours, are like the Sun hid under a dark Cloud: 
But as concealed as he ſeems to be, he looſes _—_— 
of his Brightneſs in that Pofition, but breaks fo 
again with his uſual Splendour, and Glory. 
Further, let me add after the holy Fathers, who 
have experienc'd, and the Learned who have writ- 
ten, what I here aſſert: tho' it never happens that 
the Sun becomes a more luminous and beautiful Na- 
net for his having been obſcured with Clouds and 
Vapours, than he was in his meridian Glory; yet 
has the Contrary befallen the greateſt Saints during 
their State of Reſt and Repoſe: this is the Time 
Gop has choſen to raiſe his Beſt-beloved Diſciples, 
the Magdalens, the Catharines, the Thereſes, and 
other illuſtrious Saints, to the moſt glorious Degree 
of Seraphins, by affording them more extraordinay 
Extaſies, and receiving from them more ſublime Acts 
of Love, and Adoration. Ego dormio, & Cor meum 
vigilat. I ſleep, but my Heart is awake. But this 
is not a proper Time to explain theſe Words. I 
Aaa 2 wan- 
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wander too far from my Subject. To come there- 
fore to the Point. 
Indeed, I muſt own, tis very eaſy to tarmſh the 
Bleſſings of deep, and to metamorphoſe it into ſcan- 
dalous Brutiſhneſs. A Misfortune according to St. 
Chry/o/ſtom which ought never to be lookt upon with 
Complacency; but which is too common, and mult al- 
ways happen, when upon our going to Reſt, we for- 
get to obſerve ſuch Rules preſcrib'd by Wiſdom and 
Providence, which only can diſtinguiſhus from Beafts. 
In ſliort, it muſt be confeſs'd that a Man who has 
beaſtliſy entertain d himſelf like an Abeiſt at Table, 
and drowned his Soul and Body with Liquor, when 
he thfows himſelf upon his Couch to ſleep in the 
View of Heaven, is a ſhocking Sight, were he ano- 
ther Folefernes, ſurrounded and adored by an Ar- 
my of a hundred Thouſand Men: all his Admirers 
could not prevent him in the like Circumſtances, 
from hecoming the Scorn of Angels, and the Con- 
queſt of a Woman, who would take off his Head, 
and with Safety carry it in Triumph; whilſt the 
Devils drag d the Remainder of his drunken Carcaſs 
along with them into Hell. Quaſi cadaver putri- 
dum, illamentatus atque in ſepultus, de ſcendes in pro- 
„ CHEESE 
Jo ſleepin ſuch a Condition, without doubt is the 
moſt ſcandalous Thing can befall any Man. King 
Zede kiah when he was told that he had been the 
Laughing - ſtock of the Court of Babylon, for having 
been ſeen in ſuch Circumſtances, dyed of Grief. A 
lexander, Socrates, Cato, and other wiſe Ancients, 
haye beenall oyer Confuſion upon the ſame aug" 
RH witn- 
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without ſtaying for a thorough Information of their 
Folly; for in the Midſt of their Debaucheries they 
had Senſe enough left, to know that they had done 
amiſs, and be heartily afflicted; for tho they might 
ſometimes hide their Failings from the Inſpection 
of others, they could not ſtifile the Remorſe of their 
own Conſciences. 

I confeſs likewile, | that i it is no avohebla Method' 
to make our Sleep quiet and Innocent, to be alwaies 
encompaſs d with Pleaſures, and coſtly Curioſities 
in our Bed- Chamber. 

Alaſs! ſays St. Salvian, how is it poſſible to take 
any Reſt, when loaded with Debts, Injuſtice, and 
Iniquities of all Kinds? what dreadful Noiſes muſt 
be heard in ſuch Apartments, and what Stings of Con- 
ſcience are nightly felt in that Man's Breaſt, who 
purchaſes his miſerable Slumbers at the Expence of 
ſo much Treaſure, and the Commiſſion of ſo much 
Wickedneſs! His whole Time muſt be conſum'd in 
Sorrow and wretched Soliloquies: Menſes vacuos && 
noctes laborioſas enumeravi mihi. For twenty Years' 
laſt paſt, I have done nothing towards my Salvation 
My Days Thave fpent in Wickedneſs and Debauche- 
ry; and my. Nights have been waſted in Reſtleſs 
nels, Torments; and Deſpair! | 

Remember when you lay you down to Reſt upon 
a Bed of State, that it was under juſt ſuch a Cano- 
Py; that Bel/bazzar ſaw the Hand of Gop writing 
upon the Wall the Warrant of his Death and Con- 
demnation, which had before been determin d in 
Heaven. 

Remember, that the Rich, when they hive grown 


worſe, 
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worſe, and miſimproved under the Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, have been ſecretly check d by Angels and 
ſummon d to prepare for another World; for that 

they were to die in an Hour's Time: Et bec que 
Paraſti, cnjus erunt? 

The Autiochuses intent of | * ſweet Sle 
upon their Couches, which you are now in queſt ol, 
have been attack d with violent Pains in their Bowels, 
attended with ſuch ſharp Colicks and {tr Convul- 
ſions, as have made them roar out like — 
inſomuch, that their magnificent Beds, have been 
chang d into Scaffolds, and their internal Execu- 
tioners have tormented them for Months together, 
till the Moment Death deliver d them out of their 
Clutches, and confign'd them into the Hands of the 
"Devil and his Angels. 

But to return to my Subject. The Propefition I 
at firſt advanc'd, is very true, via. that Sleep taken 
according to the Order and under the Direction of 
—＋ Providence, is as honourable, as neceſſary 

or us. 
The Orders of Providence are regulated accord - 
ingto our Wants-and Intereſts; direct therefore your 
and make your Cuſtoms conform as exactly 

as you can to his Commandments, and Advice. 

Lou defire that your Sleep may be ſweet and eaſy: 
Tis the Intention of Providence that it ſhould be fo. 

That has determin'd the Night for the proper Sea- 
ſon; don't you invert the Time, and go to Bed at 
Five in the Morning. Unt, 

Providence allows us ſeven or eight Hours of Reſt; 


don't you fleep ten or eleven. Take Notice of e 
e 
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the Phy/icians ſay; that He who lies in Bed ten or 
eleven Hours, riſes alwaies leſs healthy than he lay 
down; and the Caſuiſts add, alwaies leſs innocent, 
Saint Gregory tells us, Gop looks 


we are ſo lazy, He will ſend Solomon's Ghoſt to our 
Chambers, and touch our Elbows, and reproach us 
in thoſe inſpired Words ſo proper to be urged to the 
Slothful to the End of the World: How long wilt 


thou ſleep, O Sluggard? when wilt thou ariſe out of 


thy Sleep? yet a little Sleep, a little Slumber, a little 
folding of the Hands to ſleep. Prov. 6. 9.— | 


And thus thou goeſt on, till abandor'd by Heaven, 


Licentiouſneſs, Diſorder and Beggary, which have no 


more Reſpe& for thee, than they have had for thy 
Betters, ſeize upon thy Houſe and Eſtate; and 
all thy Poverty come as one that travelleth, and 
thy Want as an armed Man. v.11. 072 
This is not all: what the ſame Providence recom- 
mends with a particular Care, is, that your Sleep may 
be quiet and happy; which will certainly be ſo, if 
in the Day - time you would attend to Bufineſs, and 
the Affairs of your Family; ſo that at Night when 
the Hour of Reſt is come, you may lay you down up- 
on your Bed, ſomewhat tired and fatigued indeed in 
Body, but perfectly eaſy in your Mind, with a clear 
Conſcience, a ſovereign Command over your Paſ- 
ſions, and free from any Accident that may prove 
an Inlet to Reſtleſsneſs, or contrary to the Intention 
of Divine Goodneſs which watches continually over 


you. 
Act 


375 


Horror, when we he m Bed 'till Noon'; -and if eyer 


} 
| 


* 


Act in ſuch a Manner that your Deſigns, your Un- 
dertakings, your Hopes and your Joys, as well as your 
Sorrows may ſleep with you; that ſo there may be 
as profound a Silence in your Soul, as in your Houſe; 
that you may; upon! cloſing your Eyes, affirm: with 
great Truth, That poi lay gos douum in Peace to take 
your Reſt, but that it is the Lord that maketh you to 
duell in Safety. woc A ns [3 F 11 ee | 

My laſt and moſt important Advice is, that Prayer 
ſhould. be your concluding! Action -when you go to 
fleep,, and he 77/2. Thing you perform when you 
awake. That every Day of your Life, ſhould be be- 
gun, and ended in that Manner. Call often to your 
Remembrance the beautiful Saying of the holy Fa- 
thers, that $cep is the Image of Death, and our Up- 
ri/ong of the Reſurrection. The laſt Word of dying 
Man, is te recommend his Soul to Gop, Into thy 
Hands O Lord! I commend my Spirit. The firſt 
Word of razs d Man, will be an Act of Adoration to 
Gop, with lifted, up Hands, expreſſing perfect Love 
and Holineſs: I laid me down: and ſlept, and roſe 
up again, for the, Lord ſuſtained mc. This is the 
true Method of Chriſtian Devotion every Day of 
our LES / 3c 3:00 Gt; light mwoy 3 21 
Remember what I have ſaid. elſewhere, that all 
Times are proper for the Exerciſe of Divine Love; 
becauſe Gop who alwaies loves you, is with you. 
When the Sun ſeems to ſet, Solomon tells you, he is 
as active as ever. Go in the Night-time places Him- 
ſelf at your Pillow, to entertain you during the firſt 
Silence of the Night with ſecret Inſpirations, and to 
Help you to ſleep holily amidſt the Pleaſures and 

Com- 
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Complacencies of that internal Converſation. Sua- 
vis erit Somnus tuus, & Dominus erit in latere tus. 

And in the Morning He is there alſo, to hear 
from your own Mouth ſome Expreſſion of Truſt, and 
to receive the firſt Fruits of your Lips continually. 
But as He never fails to approach you the Moment 
you riſe, ſo do not you fail on your Part to lift up 
your Eyes and Hands to Him: Anima mea defide- 
ravit te in nocte: ſed &. Spiritu meo in Lr 
meis de mane vigilabo ad te. 

Ah my beſt Beloved! fays this devout Soul to 
Gop, I have thought of thee in the night Seaſon, and 
have wept and been troubled: ' Fran after thee in 
the Deſert, and found there nothing but Darkneſs. 
De mane vigilabo ad te. Doubt not my beſt Beloved ! 
of the Sincerity of my Affections, fince Thou ſeeſt 
the firſt Motion of my waking Heart 1s to learn the 
Joyfull News, that Thou continueſt to love me this 
Day; and that Thou haſt not been ſo far from me, 
as my Fears ſuggeſted. 


MAXIM IV. 


: For or. her Converſation hath 10 Bitterneſs, and 
to live Wwith her hath no Sorrow, but Mirth 
and Jo. Wild. 8.16. 


4 2 Po 7 


— PAnApuRASE., 


'Tary ahh comierſe familiarly with Gop, leon 
by that to converſe prudently and civily with Men: 


their Minds are free from Spleen and —— 


Bbb 
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and their Diſcourſe is neither troubleſome. or im- 
| unate to their Acquaintance:\\ mins 
If ye would pleaſe Men in our daily: Intercourſe 
with them; we muſt obſerve thoſe very Rules which 
we practice in our internal Meditations, for Your of 
ee 5 1 qs „ elite 
0% Ton 0H Ol Ni . 
nad ha "RerLacTION. Ln 
"Aloha all the Diverfions exhibited: by Nature to 
ſoften our Cares and ſweeten this our Baniſnment 
here below, one of the moſt delightful and moſt en- 
Baging 1s is -Gonver/atton; by that we have an Oppor- 
tunity of inſpecting the Mind, and diſcovering to each 
other. the Beauties of our ſpiritual Nature,: ee 
verable to the naked R yes.. 
This Inclination of mutually communicating: our 
Thoughts, is oV with the Immortality of our 
Sguls, ſprung from the ſame Original, to wit, the Bo- 
ſom of GoD; Both the ont and the other, are form'd 
upon the ſame Exem 1 of what everlaſtingly paſſes 
between the Three Perſons of the Sacred Trinity: 
Perſons Adorable and Infinitely Happy, becauſe Their 
Intercourſe and Communications are Everlaſting. 
Mankind has a Right to look Ap t˖t o Heaven, and 
aſcend thitherward as ſoon. as they are capable of 
clothing their Thou 28 with Words. St. Auſtin 
ſtiles this the Pledge Which Gop has been pleas'd to 
Joyn to his Grace, to ſtrengthen the Hopes of our 
future Immortality; whiff we ve with the Beaſts 
and ſeem to die lik tiiam welmer alto in N 
with the Angeli, knee e hre born with a Capaciy 
of converſing with ihem go 0 f 916 boi 1190: 
50 dg fl ' Tis 
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Tis trugtthe Beaſis live as we do upon the Earth, 
and that with us, and even in our Habitations. They 
are fed with us, and work for us, and ſerve us, as 
the Reſt of our Domeſtics do: They reſemble them 
in all the Inſtances of Servitude, excepting the Ho- 
nour, and Liberty of ſpeaking to us. Nature has 
taken Care to diſtinguiſh them infinitely and indiſ- 
penſably in this Point, from our other Servants. 
Tis by this, according to St.Chry/o/tome that we 
begin to know the Height of our Elevation above 
them, and to perceive the Voice of Inſtinct, which 
at our firſt entering into the World, foretells what 
we ſhall one Day be, and aſſures us of the Greatneſs 
of thoſe Felicities, which are incommunicable to the 
— of the unhappy Companions of our Miſeries here 

elow. | | 

Matters ſtanding thus; it ought to be reckon'd our 
great Misfortune, that amongſt theſe Cuſtomes di- 
vinely inftituted, and which both Nature and Grace 
have eſtabliſned, there is none ſubje& to greater 
Abuſes than this, or more grievoully corrupted. 

Every Body is ſenfible how Things are; how much 
Wickedneſs has been committed, and how many Tears 
have been ſhedthro''the. Means of immodeſt and 
ſlanderous Tongues; how many Misfortunes have 
flow'd from this Source. 2 | 
But a Remedy of this Miſchief is demanded. "Tis 
a long Time that this has been asked for, and en- 
. after, but no Body can boaſt he has found the 
Secret; and there is Reaſon to fear, we never ſhall. 
Aſſuredly I fear as much; but let us not deſpair; 


for every one of us in particular may eafily practice 
it | Bbb 2 the 
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the Duties of civil Life, and keep Company when 
we are obliged to do ſo, without wounding our Con- 
ſciences, or Breach of our Allegiance to Gop, or the 
Obligations we lie under, of not expoſing ourſelves 
to the manifeſt Danger of any preſumptuous Sin. 
If you. defire to know the Means how ? the Ho- 
ty Fathers and the Maſters of the ſpiritual Life, will 
furniſh you with ſeveral; I ſhall preſent you with a 
{mall Collection of their Inſtructions and Advice up- 
on this Head. 087 

I. When you are invited; ſays Solomon, to go in- 
to Company, where you are likely to have Poyſon 
preſented to you tho' artfully concealed, and where 
the moſt ſhocking Crimes are perpetrated amongſt 
the moſt charming Pleaſures; that is to ſay, when 
any Perſon would entice you into ſuch Houſes, from 
whence you never fail of coming out more a Crimi- 
nal, and more a Sinner than you went in: whate- 
ver Reaſon they give, whatever Solicitation they 
make, or Violence they offer, obſtinately refuſe your 
Conſent, conſtantly refiſt the Temptation, and never 
go in Queſt of Pleaſure or Sin into a Place, that may 
endanger both Soul and Body. Her Houſe is the 
Way to Hell, going doum to tbe Chambers of Death. 
Renee h auorobricn 

II. When you perceive yourſelf engaged unawares 
in Company, where at firſt you had no Apprehen- 
fon of Sin or Danger; yet, if afterwards it prove 
otherwiſe, and as St. John the Evangeliſt ſays, you 
diſcover the Tokens, and are forc d to hear Blaſphe- 
my and Lewdneſs uttered with Effrontery, retire 
ammediately, and risk not your Salvation in ſo bad 
91 6: £ dd g ; an 
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an Air, or in Company with ſuch Perſons, who ſau- 
cily laugh at Holy Things, and who are all over Sin 
and Plague Sores. Come out of her my People, that 
ye be not Partakers of her Sins, and that ye receive 
not of her Plagues. Rev.18.4. | 

III. But if it ſhould ſo happen, that you cannot with- 
draw yourſelf, be at leaſt ſo bold as to ſpeak, and 
declare your Sentiments openly. Imitate the Pro- 
phet Lſaiab, fortifie your Eyes with the Zeal and 
Reſentment of a Seraphin: aſſume a Front of Iron 
or Marble, incapable of bluſhing or relenting, an 
Heart impenetrable and void of Fear. Thus equip'd; 
ſet yourſelf in Array againſt ſuch Libertines as re- 
gard not Gop's Ommnipreſence any more than you, 


and by a brave Remonſtrance overwhelm them with 


Confuſion, and ſet before their Eyes the Wretch- 
leſsneſs of their brutiſh Behaviour: That they may 
ſee, and perceive, and be confounded. This was the 
Method the ancient Prophets made uſe of; and thus 
muſt the true Saints of the Church of the Son of 
Gop practice at this Day. by 

IV. However, if you apprehend, you are not fur- 
niſh'd with Boldneſs or Strength enough to ſucceed 
in this Undertaking; and you fear, inſtead of con- 
founding and converting ſuch Sinners, they will ra- 
ther give greater Offence to the Company, and riſe 
in their Expreſſions againſt Religion, and Religious 
Perſons; Keep Silence ſays the Prophet, but let your 
Looks ſpeak for you. 


Such Wretches! ſays he, ought to behold in your 


Countenance and in your Eyes, the Horrour and dead- 
ly Sadneſs that ſeize you when they ſpeak, and im- 


pu- 
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pudently throw out the Blaſphemies and Impurities 
of their Souls in the Preſence of ſo many People of 
Honour and Diſtin&ion. By the Sadne/s of the Coun- 
tenance the Heart is made better. Eccleſ. J. 3. Im- 
poſe an obſtinate Silence upon your ſelf, and be fad. 
This kind of Reproof has often a Power over Sin- 
ners, that are not to be conquer d by Violence, and 
Threatning. HI ingo ems | 61857 1 8 
| | Imitate that brave Religious Lady of Saint Clare, 
who having heard the immodeſt Compliments, that 
ſome young Debauchees had utter d in her Preſence, 
ſhew'd her Reſentment in ſtrong Colours upon her 
Cheeks, which were immediately ſucceeded with a 
dead Paleneſs, and an inconſolable Sorrow: each 
Action accompanied with a Flood of Tears, ſo moving, 
that the unhappy Youths ſoon found the Effect of 
her. Reſentment. They withdrew with dejected 
Looks; and for two or three Days ſucceſſively, de- 
monſtrated the Signs of a real Repentance, at the 
Foot of the Altar, and perſever'd in a religious Courſe, 
the Remainder of their Lives. By the Sadneſs of 
the Countenance, the Heart is made better. 
 Afﬀeer all; the beſt Thing a rational Being can do 
in ſuch Circumſtances, is to employ his Words and 
Thoughts in ſuch a Manner, without ſaying a ſingle 
Syllable that may diſoblige the offending Parties; 
and artfully to turn the Stream of the Diſcourſe, ſo 
ſoon as he ſees they are reſolved to ridicule Reli- 
gion, or begin to ſpeak profanely; by calling another 
Subject, that may agreeably captivate the Eyes, and 
draw the Attention of the whole Aſſembly: and 
this after ſuch a Manner, as may oblige the Liber. 

” tines 
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tines themſelves, to hearken to him with Pleaſure, 
and force them to ſee the Difference between the 
Sordidneſs of their Behaviour, when compar'd with 
the Nobleneſs of his Converſation. 

This was Solomon's Method, when he found his 
Throne at any Time encompaſs'd with Ide Princes, 
who ſeem'd determined to diſcourſe indiſcreetly con- 
cerning the grand Truths of Religion: He, without 
diſcovering any Intention of oppoſing them, or let- 
ting them ſee their own Ignorance, began entertain- 
ing them with the Greatneſs of the Gop he wor- 
{hipp'd; and he manag'd this Subject ſo divinely, and 
captivated them ſo with what he ſaid, that they paſs d 
their Time without thinking upon any Thing but 
their preſent Pleaſure, and without perceiving any 
Uneafineſs, but the Fear that the Length of the Diſ- 
courſe would tire the Preacher; or ſome unneceſſa- 
ry Avocation might put an End too ſoon to it. The 
Princes refrain'd talking, and laid their Hands on 
their Mouths. Job. 29.9. 

Tis a Pleaſure to attend to a Perſon that harangues 
after this Manner, and who in a Moment or leſs is 
ready to ſay and ſees all that can be ſaid, upon any 
Topic you propoſe to him; but how to imitate him, 

is the Queſtion? Again, tis as troubleſome, for any 
with leſs Abilities to pretend to entertain ſuch a 
Thought. | 
For, as there is Nothing more delightful, or more 
divine than the Eloquence of a Solomon, who under- 1 
ſtands how to ſpeak properly upon any unforeſeen | 
Subject in Company, and has the Secret of engaging | 
his Audience without tiring them; ſo there _— 4 
0 E | 
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be a more diſagreeable Circumſtance, than to find 
oneſelf in the Midft of ſuch People who are conti- 
nually babling, and that nothing to the Purpoſe, with- 
out ſuffering any Body to interrupt them. For her 
Converſation hath no Bitterneſs, and to live with her 
hath no Sorrow, but Mirth and Foy: 

Tis the Property of Wiſdom to render our Con- 
verſations like to thoſe of Angels, and to make us 
reliſh the ſpiritual Joys which are perceived by the 
8 of Souls, which love one another per- 

ctly. tg | | Fa 
The Wiſe Man in converſing, has a peculiar Man- 
ner of ſpeaking, and diſcovering his Heart to his 
Friends; his Mirth and Exultation is with all the 
Freedom that Friendſhip allows; yet all this is done 
without looſing an Ace of his Wiſdom, or offending 
againſt the Rules of Modeſty, or Reſpect. So that 
whenever He 1s oblig'd to appear in Publick upon 
ſolemn Days of Rejoicing, and Diverſion, where Pro- 
vidence gives him an Opportunity of inſtructing his 
Acquaintance, and of conforming to the innocent 
Cuſtoms of Life, all is perform'd within the Bounds 
of Decency, and Duty; he knows how to make the 
Cheerfulneſs of his Countenance and Mind corre- 
ſpond, and delights all with whom he converſes, and 
at the ſame Times inſpires Mankind with more effi- 
cacious and delightful Sentiments of Religion, than 
the ſevere and conſtrain d Behaviour of melancholy 
ſuperſtitious Souls, who live, as it were alwaies in 
Churches. | | 

Perhaps you may ask me, in what Books of Wif- 


dom theſe Rules of ſo admirable a Conduct are P 
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be found? I reply in none. H7/dom ſends Men 
into Company, as ſhe does into Buſineſs, without 
ſaying a Word to them: Mitte ſapientem, & nil 
dicas illi. But when they are there, ſhe ſecretly in- 
ſpires ſuch Sentiments as are proper to be utter'd, 
and puts them upon acting as they ought to do. 

I ſhall conclude this Subject with a few Words, 
that contain two Pieces of Advice: The firſt is be 
wiſe. The ſecond, when you are ſo, go boldly into 
Company, and act as you pleaſe; nothing will then 
be agreable to you, but what Angels delight in. 
Ihe moſt engaging of all Converſations, accord- 
ing to the Opinion of the holy Spouſe in the Canti- 
cles, are thoſe which are enter'd upon and maintain'd 
in our Country-Retirements. 


MAXIM V. 


Come my Beloved, let us go forth into the Field! 
let us lodge in the Villages. Cant.7.11. 


PARAPHRASE. 


Moſt Men who love one another, are ſeldom at 
Eaſe but when together; and their Emoyments are 
never ſo compleat, as when they mutually communi- 
cate their Thoughts, and ſolicit each other, to quit 
the Hurry of the Town, and retire into the Country. 


REFLECTION. 
'Tis certain, the Appearing upon the publick Stage 
of the World, and the Excerſing the honourable. Bur- 


thens of the Goyernment, and the Benches of Juſtice, 
Ccc are 
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are States of Life that have their happy Moments; 
but often tireſome Days, and almoſt always ſuch ne- 
ceſſary Fatigues as greatly torment and diſpleaſe us. 

When we have ſpent fix or ſeven Hours az Court, 
we retire to our Lodgings fatigued in Mind and Bo- 
dy, and pant after Reſt; what ſignifies, that Crowd 
of Petitioners and Clients, who barricade the Doors 
of your Palaces in Hopes of exchanging one Word 
with you, or who force themſelves into your Hall, 
your Drawing Room or Cloſet to procure a Moments 
Audience, whilſt your own Heart makes the ſame 
Demand upon you for a breathing Time, and can- 
not obtain it? What is all this Hurry, but the Life 
of a baniſh'd Perſon; baniſh'd from himſelf, his Fa- 
mily, and all that is valuable in Life? 

Remember, beſides our own dear ſelf, there are 
three Sorts of Perſons who are as ſo many other 
ſelves, whoſe Intereſts are interwoven with our Lives: 
I mean our Family, our intimate and faithful Friends, 
and what is more, Gop our Creator, who is our All. 

To paſs thus whole Days ſeparated from theſe dear 
Parts of us, and to ſee none from Morning to Night 
about us, but unknown, importunate and inſupport- 
able Wretches, whoſe whole Bufineſs is to teaze and 
vex us: what is all this, I fay once more, but real 
Bamiſhment ? 

But where ſhall we find a Remedy againſt theſe 
cruel Inconveniences? How ſhall we ſeize an Oppor- 
tunity of breathing free Air at leaſt a few Days, if 
we do not cloſe with our natural Inclinations, and the 
frequent Suggeſtions of Heaven, by betaking ourſelves 
to a ſpeedy Flight, and going in Queſt of aCo 1 

a | e- 
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Retirement; where we may lie hid, and carry along 
with us thoſe inſeparable Companions our Eyes have 
choſen, and our Hearts, have been united to, from 
the firſt Inſtant we beheld them. Come my Beloved, 
ſays the Wife to her Husband, the Son to his Fa- 
ther, the True Friend to his Like, the Wiſe Man 
to Himſelf, and the Religious Perſon to Gop: Come 
my Beloved, let us go forth into the Field; let us lodge 
in the Villages! | 

Tis in this agreeable Retreat, that your Family 
and you effectually enjoy each other; where you con- 
tinually behold them, and fully ſatisfie the Demands 
of your natural Temper, to which you were indebted. 
Here you may perceive the Revival of it, in the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe dear Creatures, and the Return of a 
Life ſeemingly loſt in a Labyrinth of Publick Affairs; 
where were all Paths to be found, excepting that lead- 
ing to Peace, and where you had all Sorts of Compa- 
ny, but that which you noſt deſired. Ubi omnia 
niſi Je; ſed quid omnia ſine Je; as the Roman 
Senator ſaid to his Lady. I am indeed at Rome, 
where every Thing preſents itſelf but you: but what 
is every Thing in your Abſence? 

Confeſs that you experience in this defireable Re- 
treat, the Truth of what was ſaid, by a great Per- 
ſon of the laſt Age in France; that the Man whom 
Heaven has blefled with a Wife and Children, and 
afforded Leiſure to enjoy them, is in ſuch a Si- 
tuation, arrived at the greateſt Honour, that Am- 
bition ought to inſpire him withal; and that there 
is no Employ more delightful or honourable, than 
to love intenſely, what it is our Duty to love. 

Ccc 1 Here 
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Here it is, that you ſubſtantially poſſeſs your Friend: 
his Hours, his Time, his Life are as much at your 
Service as his own. Tis here, that in your Walks, 
and in the Allies of a lonely Wood you entertain 
each other, and communicate your Reflections upon 
the great Truths of Morahty and Hiſtory, the Me- 
thods of conducting wiſe Defigns, and how to diſco- 
ver the true Way to Greatneſs, that noble Souls are 

uſed to ſeek after: when you perceive that your 

Thoughts enter the Mind of your Friend, and grow 

pleafing to him, and that his Anſwers are equally 

delightful to you, then have you good Reaſon to 
compliment one another with the celebrated Saying 
of two ancient Acquaintances: Alter alter: Thea- 
trum ſumus. I am a Theater large enough for you, 
and you for me. To be attended to by you, and fin- 
cerely to receive your Approbation without Flattery, 
is a Pleaſure incomparably more charming, than to 
hear the Applauſes of the greateſt publick Aſſembly, 
the moſt Royal Courts, or in ſhort, of any Place, or 

Time, tho from the Voice of Fame herſelf, or the 

Panegericks of lateſt Poſterity. Alter alteri Thea- 

trum ſums. | 

The Height of this Happineſs is then fully attain d 

to, when, after ſuch ſerious Refle&ions as theſe, you 
enjoy the Freedom of diverting yourſelves with En- 

tertainments naturally ariſing from hence: Then, by 
opening your Souls to each other, you diſplay all the 
Charmes that accompany Mirth and Gaiety, or that 
the utmoſt Familiarity of the moſt Intimate Con- 
verſation can create. ' 
Then, you cannot but call to Mind the — 
1 en- 
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Sentiments of Cicero which he writ to his beſt be- 
loved Friend: Unam tecum Apricationem in Lucre- 
tino tuo ſole malim, quam iſta omnia Regna &c. I 
proteſt, Dear Atticus, I prefer a little Room with 
you in your Country Seat, to the whole Roman Em- 
pire, that Cz/ar ſo much thirſts after. 
To conclude; 'tis in this Solitude, dear Fellou- 
Chriſtian, that you poſſeſs the Pleaſure of S Men- 
Joyment : a Pleaſure that you hourly pant after amidſt 
all the Troubles and Fatigues of Buſineſs. But don't 
forget, that the moſt certain Means to obtain inter- 
nal Peace, is to be perfectly well with Gop Almighty. 
Come my Beloved, let us go forth into the Fields, let 
us lodge in the Villages. f 
In Truth, theſe Words ought chiefly to be directed 
to Go D; nothing being ſo certain, that when we 
find ourſelves tired with the Cares and Burthens of 
civil Life,” the Pleaſure of unbending our Minds in 
a Country Retirement becomes incomparably more 
delightful to us, when we call in Religion to our Aſ- 
ſiſtance; tis from ſuch holy Intercourſes that we ac- 
quire that Peace and Reſt of Mind, which mere Laſſi- 
tude firſt prompts us to look after. I am not here 
ſpeaking of deep Meditation. I only mean a bare 
Reflection upon ſuch Things as primarily ariſe in our 


Minds. 
MAXIM VI. 

Therefore I purpoſed to take her to me to live with 
me, knowing that ſhe would be a Councellour of 
good Things, and a Comfart in Cares and Grief. 
Wiſd.8. 9. i 
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I have found Peace of Heart, by converſing with 
Gop: His Preſence is the Morning Star, which by 
diſſipating the Darkneſs, lays the Winds, ſcatters 
the Storms, and creates an heavenly Calm all over 
the whole Man. 

Among the Felicities of this Life, one of the prin- 
cipal is, that Peace and internal Reſt, which our 47 
ing Saviour bequeathed as the Inheritance of the 
left. 

The Bulk of Mankind looſe this Repoſe, on ſeve- 
ral and different Occaſions. I ſhall ſet down ſome 
Maxims, that may enable you to prevent this Diſor- 
der, and that will even prevent ſo much as the trou- 
bleſome Report of external unforeſeen Accidents: 
Tis true, theſe Sorts of Noiſes are common enough, 
and cauſe frequent Emotions in the Mind of Man: 
But Peace as the Holy Spouſe expreſſes it, is found 
where God is, and where we have the Happineſs of 
exyoying his Company. 


REFLECTION. 


As J ſaid, theſe Diſturbances are common, and I 
may add, almoſt univerſal. 

There are a great many Winds and Motions in the 
Air which we breath: a great many upon the Earth 
on which we live, and which we call unmoveable: 
many ſtill, and more than any where elſe, in our im- 
mortal Souls, which conſtitute our Being. There is 
ſcarce one Hour in which our Thoughts are not in 
a Hurry, and our Reaſon and our Paſſions are not at 
Variance. Again; 
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Again; our Cities, the Country, all Societies of 
Men, are as ſo many Seas, in which is ſeldom ſeen 
a calm Day: all of us fail as in the Midſt of violent 
Storms: but for all this it is not abſolutely neceſſary 
that our Minds ſhould be continually diſturb'd. The 
human Soul depends not upon the Veſſel ſhe is em- 
bark'd in, and leſs upon the Rattle of the Winds that 
eccho about 1t, or upon thoſe great Accidents of State 
that aſtoniſn and diſcompoſe ſo many People. Give 
'em the Hearing; but cloſe not too eagerly with any 
Thing: Do but caſt an Eye upon all the eager Actors, 
and ſee how they are toſſed hither and thither, and 
become the Sport of the Waves. There 1s nothing 
ſo entertaining, as to behold with Serenity the Surges 
that ariſe in a Breaſt, where Paſſions reign without 
Controul. | 

When the Wind riſes, make for Port; fly unto 
God: ſo long as the Storm continues, ſtick cloſe to 
your dear Spouſe, and tell Him your Fears; and 
amidſt the Sweetneſſes of that heavenly Converſa- 
tion, recline upon His Arms, and look down upon 
the Confuſions below, and tell Him your Opinion of 
them. 

In theſe Divine Meetings with Gop, do juſt as you 
uſed to do in the Company of your intimateſt Friend: 
As when any ,unforſeen Accident had happen'd in 
publick Affairs, or any News of Importance begins 
to be whiſper'd; 'tis a Pleaſure for us to report this 
again, and to communicate our Sentiments and Con- 
jectures about it. 

Do juſt ſo with thy Gop; lay before Him your 
Thoughts, and what you have heard from . 
7 18 
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"Tis true, He knows this already, and that He did, 
before any Perſon ſpoke about it: But it is as true, 
that He loves you, and that He 1s willing to learn 
from you, not only what is done in your Houſe and 
Cloſet, but alſo what paſſes in Publick, and among 
the People. As ſoon as you hear of any extraordina- 
ry or unexpected Event that has happen'd, approach 
immediately, and tell it to Him who expects to be 
mform'd of it. Speak to Him in the Words of Da- 
vid, and ſay that the Waves lift up their Voice; that 
there are Storms at Sea, and great Tumults 1 in the 
World: that Nature herſelf is agitated, and that For- 
tune changes the Face of Affairs, both of Perſons 
and Things, by ſuch ſudden Exaltations and Humi- 
lations, that we can ſcarce believe them, tho' we 
behold them with our Eyes. 

Mirabiles elationes maris. But ſtill you may ſay, 
My Gop! that which moſt aſtoniſhes me, is to be- 
Hold thoſe that riſe upon the Ruins of their Neigh- 
bours, fancying themſelves fixed for ever upon _ 
Heights they are at preſent poſſeſs d of. Theſe 
Inſects! lifted up to the Clouds by the Waves, — 
upon themſelves in that Situation with ſo much Pride, 
as if the Rocks were their Baſis, and forget they are 
at the Mercy of every Puff of Wind. All theſe Bubles 
owe their Exaltation to Chance, and have but a Mo- 
ment to appear in: the very mſtant they are at the 

higheſt, they muſt ſink down into the Aby/s again. 
Theſe proud Wretches ! who mount ſo high, and 
ſeem at ſo great a Diſtance from their Primzzrve No- 
things, are only exalted to that Pitch, that their Fall 
_ make the more Noiſe: and it is their extraor- 

dinary 


The Counſels of Wiſdom. 393 


dinary Grandeur that renders them moſt miſerable 
by recoiling back upon them, and often burying them, 
in the Ruins of it. 

But theſe Tidings of a perpetual Revolution in the 
Animal World affect me but flightly. What pleaſes 
me moſt, and gives me greateſt Rear, 1 the Intel- 
ligence I conſtantly receive from ithin; and ſuch 
as the Holy Angels inceffantly entertain each other 
with, viz. that He, whom we love is incapable of 
Change Mirabiles Elationes maris, mirabilis in Al- 
tis Dominus. Thou O Gop' art'the fame to Day, as 
Thou waſt formerly, and wilt be ſo for Ever; and 
the unalterable Duration of Thy Power, and Thy 
Word, is the Glory and Happineſs of thoſe that love 
Thee; Thou art the ſame, and thy Tears fail not. Give 
me Leave however, to tell Thee, that what ſeems 
more wonderful and-delightful to me, is, that at the 
ſame Time Thou giveſt me the Aſſurance of the Con- 
tinuance of Thy Protection and Favour; I am per- 
mitted to aſſure Thee of the Eternity of my Love. 
Heaven and Earth ſhall paſs away, my Eſtate, my 
Houſe,” my Friends, my Body, my Life,” ſhall wear 
off:with them; they are all i ina ptrpetual Flux; but 
my Love remains unalterable FI will love Thee as 
long as I live, as long as I breathe, as long as Thou 
art my God; Thou Gop of my Life and my Por- 
tion for ever! 

If there be any Thing that more ſenſibly touches 
vour Heart, during theſe holy Intercourſes with Gop, 
make that the Subject of your | Converſation” in the 
Manner 1 yo: 5 mem you- * 
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1 be would be a Counſellour of cen Things 
eee net ae, Wild, 8.9. 


FAA HAASE. 


: — Gos Care L will repoſe my Fears, and my 
Anxieties, If His Providence and Juſtice ſuffer me 
not to experience thoſe Comforts which I hope for; 
at leaſt I ſhall have the Happineſs of ſpeaking toHim, 
and giving Him real Marks of my Truſt and Reſpe&. 

Paſs we now from the Revolutions of the World, 
to the Accidents that are filently tranſacted in our 
own Breaſts. Let us lay before Gop, the Uneafi- 
neſſes and Pains that affect us in Relation to our par- 
ticular Affairs; and let us addreſs Him in the very 
Words He; erly dictated to His Holy Spots ſe, 
and which were 19 wonderfully: efficacious. Con- 

firms! me. 5 . 2 ad opera manuum 
joe gs us. hoc, aus cagitavi er Te feri 

2, perficiam. — B me O Lord! and lodk 

upon the Work of t Hands; that I may Acne 

what T — dag ane thought neg would ſt enable 
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There are frequently in our Souls certain Deſigns 
that ongage all our Affections, and employ our whole 
Skill Day and Night to find out Expedients how to 
come at Succeſs, and how to avoid what may be pre- 
Judicial to our 1 When our Minds are thus 

0 OC- 
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occupied, inſtead of ſpeaking to no Purpoſe to our 
Fellow-Creatures, who can neither aid, or aſſiſt us 
in the Diſquifition, let us come unto Gop, and tell 
him the ſecret Suggeſtions of our own Hearts: Ex- 
urge in Occurſum meum, & vide, tu Domine Deus 
virtutum. I confeſs OGop ! that the Buſineſs which 
Thou knowelt ſo affects me, on whatever Side I view 
it, has but a bad Aſpe&, and ſeems to threaten De- 
ſtruction. If Thou wilt deign to look upon it, Thou 
thyſelf muſt own, that it is but ill circumſtanced, and 
that TI am to be pity'd. 

I neither can, nor ought to abandon my Under- 
taking. I have begun it in the Sight of Men and An- 
gels: my Reputation, my Conſcience are both at 
Stake. The Glory of Thy Name to which I dedi- 
cate my Being, the Love of my Neighbour, the Hap- 
pineſs of ſeveral Perſons of Diſtinction who depend 
upon the Performance of my Promiſe, call loudly for 
the Accompliſhment of it. All the Laws of an in- 
diſpenſable Neceſſity oblige me to proceed, and to 
ſurmount all Difficulties, that I meet in my Way. 
But alaſs! I have neither Strength, Money, Intereſt 
or Credit to aſſiſt me: what ſeem d moſt plauſible at 
firſt, is vaniſh'd out of Sight; and the Succours I ra- 
tionally expected, come but ſlowly in: what is worſt 
of all, Time is upon the Wing; and during theſe Re- 
moras of Fortune, Death advances, and tells me, 
tho I was poſſeſs d of all other Requifites, Time it- 
ſelf will fail me. Every Moment ſeem to hear it's 
Voice, like that of an Enemy who is at Hand, and 
determin'd to deſtroy and bury me in the ſame Grave 
with all my Hopes and Projects: what can I do, in 
this Condition? Ddd 2 Per- 
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Permit me O Gop ! who reigneſt in our Hearts, 
and who inſpireſt them according to thy Pleaſure, 


O Thou! that holdeſt in thy Hands the Keys of thoſe 


Treaſures, and who knoweſt how to check the Courſe 
of Lime and Death by ſuch Chains as Fate itſelf can- 
not break, permit me to look up to Thee, and de- 
clare my Grief, who beholdeſt my Tears; I know at 
this very Inſtant, Thou ſeeſt alſo my Crimes, and yet 
thy Mercy is equal to them. I am an ungrateful 
Wretch; but Thou art my Saviour. I is not my In- 
tention to beg Miracles at thy Hands; I only pre- 
ſume to weep at thy Footſtool; and all over Nothing 
neſs as IL am, to tell Thee tremblingly, that at Sight 


of my Tears, though my Merit is ſmall, yet Thou 


- 


vouchſafeſt to ask great Things for me, and thy Power 
% el q * 
Iis true, my Dear Maſter, what thy divine Voice 
ſecretly hints to me, concerning the Succeſs of my 
Undertakings, that it may be leſs profitable to my 
Neighbour, and leſs for thy Glory, than my Patience 
and Silence, whenever thou ſuffereſt Fortune or 
Death to mar my Projects, or overwhelm me in the 
Ruins of my Labour: at leaſt, by living calmly in 
the Midſt of this DeſtruQtion, I ſhall pleaſe thee 
more perhaps, than if I had been fo fortunate as to 
have lived to ſee the Accompliſhment of my firſt 
Defigns and Intentions! une ese 
_ Tis Thou O Lord I, canſt only know what would 
bewellpleating to Thee: And how I ought to be- 
have before Thyſelf, in all Conditions of Life: but 
give me Leave to ſay, that Thou who defireſt to 
ee this humble Reſignation in the Souls of thy I 

d 10171 lect, 
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lect, and thoſe whom Thou favoureſt with thy Love, 
that Thou alſo art not diſpleas d, to behold their ar- 
dent and reſpectful Wiſhes, for the Proſperity of ſuch 
Defigns, as they hope may promote thy Glory. 
ITis thy Delight, that thy Favourites ſhould af- 
fectionately and ſincerely profeſs to Thee, that they 
are always ready to perform thy Will: that'tis the 
Buſineſs of their Lives and Religion to adore the 
Laws of thy Wiſdom; and to ſacrifice every Thing 
unto Thee: we ſacrifice our All to Thee; we adore 
thy Providence! But our God ! look into our Hearts, 
and let thy Love condeſcend ſo far, as to take No- 
tice of our Intentions, and hearken to our Sighs. 
Les, my Divine Maſter, I can reflect without Fear 
upon the Failure of my Defigns, and the perſonal 
Diſappointments, you aſſure me, I muſt meet with: 
All that is within me adores thy Providence, and 
ſincerely declares, not mine, but Thy Will be done. 
But Thou do'ft not require of me, any more than 
Thou didſt of the Prophet Daniel, that I ſhould diſ- 
ſemble my Defires, or that I ſhould fear to pour out 
my Sighs before Thee. I am Nothing, and leſs than 
Nothing: yet in this State of Nothingneſs that I am, 
and in which thy Juſtice is determin'd to keep me, 
I have ſtill Fears and a Voice which can make them- 
ſelves be heard, in the Heights Thou inhabiteſt. I 
ſpeak, and I weep therefore, with ſo much the more 
Confidence, becauſe.I know very well Thou canſt not 
ſee theſe Tears fall from my Eyes, without being 
willing to know the Occaſion of them: I tell Thee, 
my God ! I weep, that I, the weakeſt of thy Crea- 
tures, may receive Comfort, and that thy Power _ 
15 A 
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be glorifyed in Heaven, for granting me ſuch Suc- 
cours as are neceſſary to compleat that great Work, 
which thy Grace and thy Holy Inſpiration has: be- 
gun within me. I ſpeak with Judith; whoſe Reſigna- 
tion and Humility hindered her not from declaring 
to Thee her Deſires: O Lord God of all Power, took 
at preſent upon the Work of my Hands. Jud.13.4. 
Ina word: that which would afford me the great- 
eſt Conſolation, is, that the holy Angels, after having 
been Witneſſes of my Submiſſion to thy Orders, and 
after having known, as heretofore of Abraham, that 

J am ready to ſacrifice what 1 eſteem moſt dear in 
this World, and to rebgn my moſt juſt and holy Pur- 
poſes, might be able to declare before Thee, when 
they ſpeak of me, what heretofore they did of Da- 
vid: Thou haſt given him his Hearts Defire, and haſt 
not withholden the Requeſt of his Lips. Pſalm 
21.2. | | 
T confeſs O my Gop ! Thou haſt no Occafion for 
my Worſhip, neither on Earth or in Heaven: Thou 
canſt, at one Word's ſpeaking, create Millions of An. 
gels and Seraphins, and Millions of neu Worlds, who 
would pay Thee more Honour and Duty in one Mo- 
ments Space, than I ever could to all Eternity. 

I own all this O infinite Power! but Thou who 
knowelt all Things, adorable Author of all my De- 
figns, and everlaſting Center of my Peace and Love, 
Thou knoweſt, that among the accidental Joys of 
my preſent Happineſs, the moſt affecting to my Heart, 
will be that of ſeeing how our little Undertakings 
here below, begun and happily ended by thy Bleſſing, 
will be an inexhauſtible Source from whence _ 

wilt 
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wilt receive in Heaven all the Glory and Honour, 
that we are obliged to defire Thou ſhould'ſt. 

T ask leave therefore O my Gop! to pant after 
this Happineſs, and to beſeech Thee to grant thy 
Bleſſing to my weak Endeavours, and to put my De- 
ſigns into ſuch a Poſture, that T may everlaſtingly 
honour Thee by them. For what is Time to me? 
For what is Eternity itſelf; if I there am Nothing 
to Thee! 


MAXIM VII. 


I ſat down under his Shadow with great Delight, 
and his Fruit was ſweet to my Tafte. Cant. 
2. 3. | 


PARAPHRASE. 
Tax Tree under which 1 repoſe myſelf bears ex- 


cellent Fruit, and projects a Shade beneath which 
'tis delicious, to lay me down, and take my Reſt. 
* The holy Spouſe's meaning ſeems to be, that in 
this Retreat of the Son of Gop, great Favours are 
conferr'd, whilſt our Senſes are wrapt up in a State 
of ſweet Repoſe. 


REFLECTION. 


Me can never hope to arrive at Holineſs, no, nor 

even to preſerye our Innocence for any Time, if we 

love not Solitude. 

And in Order to be aſſured that we have the moſt 

infallible Sign of our Salvation, we ought during Bu- 

ſineſs and the Concerns af Civil Life, to be „ 
a. : 
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of ſuch holy Inclinations in our Breaſts, as may cauſe 
us to pant after the happy Time of being perfectly 
alone, and to ſtand entirely diſengaged from any Diſ- 
turbance, that may fall in upon us from any Part of 
the inferior Creation. 

In this Situation it is, as we are told by the Di- 
vine Spouſe, Go p only ſpeaks to he Heart of Man; 
when Heaven and Earth keep a profound Silence, 
when every Thing that ſurrounds the holy Soul con- 
ſpires to render it's Entertainments more pleaſing, 
and the Truths it learns more intelligible and more 
wonderful. 

Ask me not what you ought to do and how you 
ought to behave during theſe iuternal Converſations? 
The Dire&ors of your Conſcience well inform you, 
what you ought to know upon this Head. 

Such Books as treat concerning Meditation are ye- 
ry proper to be read at firſt: but they'Þ ceaſe to be 
fo, in Proportion to the Frequency of your Prayers, 
and the Grace and Holineſs you acquire thereby. 

When you love Gop perfectly, you need not go 
further than your own Heart to look for what's pro- 
per to be ſaid to Him; and you'l have Nothing fur- 
ther left to do, but to draw near to your Divine 
Maſter, and with Mary Magdalen, to throw your- 
ſelf at his Feet. Neither Thoughts, Words, Sighs 
or Deſires will be wanting: ſay, and do then what- 
ever Love ſhall inſpire; you'l neither ſay or do any 
Thing which ſhall not be heavenly and according to 
God's own Heart. 

Confeſſors will alwaies be neceſſary: But the Laws, 
which Wiſdom preſcribes them to act by, are di- 
vers, 
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vers, according to the Difference of Time, and the 
State of your Conſcience. When a Soul is arrived at 
the higheſt Piteh of true Holineſs, a e Director, 
will chuſe to follow, and not preſcribe to his Con- 
feſionary. | 1 
When Love is at the Height, and it's Operations 
are pure and unmix d, and entirely diſengag'd from 
Pride, Vanity, Miſtake or Illuſion, tis a terrible Miſ- 
fortune for a Director of Conſciences to be ignorant 
of it; but if he perceives it, and afterwards pretends 
to raiſe it to an higher Degree of Purity by the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of meer natural Lights, tis a great Offence 
againſt Gop;' for what can be more ſo, than to lay 
Injunctions upon à Soul, that is entirely under the 
Guidance of the Holy Ghoſt? | 
Love is the perfecter, the more ſincere and pure 
it is. In ſhort; the Confeſſor ought to know all that 
the Perſon illuminated knows. The Difficulty is, to 
be able to diſtinguiſb the Voice of Gop from that 
of Nature and Deception. When Gop gives us a 
Confeſſor, He gives him at the ſame Time Grace to- 
make this Diſcovery. | 

Theſe Interconrſes with Go p are commonly di- 
vided into Contemplation, and Meditation. Each has 
its Degrees, and every Degree it's Myſteries; all 
which are largely treated upon by the Writers of 
this Claſs. 

I ſhould: tranſgreſs the Bounds I have. ſet myſelf, 
if Tenlarged further upon this Head. All that 1 ſhall . 
ſay at preſent is, that there is an eſſential Difference 
in both theſe Operations of the Mind; for Medita- 


tion conſiſts in a Propoſal of Subjects proper to be 
Eee | re- 
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mere „ i, 
reflected e we ourſelves throw a 
by the Afſſſtange of Divine Grace, all which L 
themes an Thoughts and Deſires and the hi 8. 

1 Aﬀectivns that ariſe in our Hearts, and are the ge- Es 
nuine Fruit of this ſolitary Converſe. But in . 15 
N Feriplation, 'Tis Go p ½hο does all. 
I reckon Contemplation to conſiſt, in all thoſe Kinds 
bol Prayer, where the Soul elevated above all ſenſible 
Objects and even itſelf, is carryed by Extaſy to the 
| higheſt Degree of ſupernatural Exaltation.. And I 
that during ſuch Prayer, the Man operates 
85 not by himſelf, not the Lights of Nature. tis 
a Gop, as I ſaid Belore, ber all, by his miraculous O- 


perations. 


